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Job's  Expoftulation  with  his  Wife. 


JOB,    II.    IO. 

What !— —  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  cf  God,  and  fhall 
we  not  receive  evil  alio  ? 


npHESE  are  the  words  of  Job,  uttered 
•*•  in  the  depth  of  his  misfortunes,  by 
way  of  reproof  to  his  wife,  for  the  coun- 
fel  we  find  fhe  had  given  him  in  the  fore- 
going verfe;  namely,  not  to  retain  his 
integrity  any  -longer,-  but  to  curfe  God 
and  die.  Though  it  is  not  very  evident, 
what  was  particularly  meant  and  implied 

in  the  words "  Curfe  God  and  die," 

yet  it  is  certain  from  Job's  reply  to 
them,  that  they  directed  him  to  fome 
flep,  which  was  rafli  and  unwarrantable, 
and  probably,  as  it  is  generally  explained, 
meant  that  he  mould  openly  call  GOD'S 
juftice  to  an  account,  and  by  a  blafphe- 
mous  accufation  of  it,  provoke  GOD  to 
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deftroy  his  being:  as  if  flie  had  faid,— 
After  fo  many  fad  things  which  have  be- 
fallen thee,  notwithstanding  thy  integrity, 
what  gained  thou  by  ferving  GOD,  feeing 
he  bears  thus  hard  upon  thee,  as  though 
thou  waft  his  enemy  ? Ought  fo  faith- 
ful a  fervant  as  thou  haft  been,  to  receive 
fo  much  unkind  treatment  at  his  hands ; 
—  and  tamely  to  fubmit  to  it ; — patiently 
to  fuftain  the  evils  he  has  brought  upon 
thy  houfe,  and  neither  murmur  with  thy 
lips  nor  charge  him  with  injuftice? — Bear 
it  not  thus  ; — and  as  thy  piety  could  not 
at  firft  proteft  thee  from  fuch  misfor- 
tunes,— nor  thy  behaviour  under  them 
could  fmce  move  GOD  to  take  pity  on 
thee  ;— change  thy  conduft  towards  him  ; 
— boldly  expoftulate  with  him  j — upbraid 
him  openly  with  unkindnefs ; — call  his 
juftice  and  providence  to  an  account  for 
oppreiling  thee  in  fo  undeferved  a  man- 
ner, and  get  that  benefit  by  provoking 
him,  which  thou  haft  not  been  able  to  ob- 
tain by  ferving  him — to  die  at  once  by 
his  hands,  and  be  freed  at  leaft,  from  the 
greater  mifery  of  a  lingering  and  more 
tormenting  death. 
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On  the  other  hand,  fome  interpreters 
tell  us, — ; — that  the  word  curfe,  in  the 
original,  is  equivocal,  and  does  more 
literally  fignify  here,  to  blefs  than  to 
blafpheme,  and  confequently  that  the 
whole  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  far- 
caftical  feoff  at  Job's  piety. — As  if  it  had 
been  faid; — Go  to, — blefs  GOD, — and  die; 
— fince  thou  art  fo  ready  to  praife  him  in 
troubles  as  thou  haft  done,  go  on  in  thy 
own  way,  and  fee  how  GOD  will  reward 
thee,  by  a  miferable  death  which  thou 
canft  not  avoid. 

Without  difputing  the  merit  of  thefe 
two  interpretations,  it  may  not  feem  an 
improbable  conjecture,  that  the  words 
imply  fomething  ftill  different  from  what 

is  exprefied  in  either  of  them, and  in- 

ftead  of  fuppofing  them  as  an  incitement 
to  blafpheme  GOD,— which  was  madnefs 
— or  that  they  were  intended  as  an  infult, 
which  was  unnatural ;  —  that  her  advice  to 
curfe  GOD  and  die,  was  meant  here,-  that 
he  mould  refolve  upon  a  voluntary  death 
himfelf,  which  was  an  act  not  only  in  his 
own  power,  but  what  carried  fome  ap- 
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pearance  of  a  remedy  with  it,  and  pro- 
mifed,  at  leaft  at  firfl  fight,  fome  refpite 
from  pain,  as  it  would  put  an  end  both  to 
his  life  and  his  misfortunes  together. 

One  may  fuppofe  that  with  all  the  con- 
cern and  affection  which  was  natural,  me 
beheld  her  lord  afflicted  both  with  poverty 
and  ficknefs ; —  by  one  fudden  blow 
brought  down  from  his  palace  to  the 
dunghill. — In  one  mournful  day  me  faw 
that  not  only  the  fortunes  of  his  haufe 
were  blafted,  but  likewife  the  hopes  of 
his  pofterity  cut  off  for  ever  by  the  un- 
timely lofs  of  his  children. — She  knew 
he  was  a  virtuous  and  an  upright  man, 
and  deferved  a  better  fate; — her  heart 
bled  the  more  for  him, — me  faw  the  pro- 

fpect   before  him  was    dreadful, that 

there  appeared  no  poflible  means,  which 
could  retrieve  the  fad  fituation  of  his  af- 
fairs,— that  death,  the  laft — the  fureft 
friend  to  the  unfortunate,  could  only  fet 
him  free  ; — and  that  it  was  better  to  refolve 
upon  that  at  once,  than  vainly  endeavour 
to  wade  through  fuch  a  fea  of  troubles, 
which  in  the  end  would  overwhelm  him. 
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We  may  fuppofe  her  fpirits  finking  under 
thofe  apprehenfions,  when  fhe  began  to 
look  upon  his  conftancy  as  a  fruitlefs  vir- 
tue, and  from  that  perfuafion,  to  have 
faid  unto  him, — Curfe  God, — depend  no 
longer  upon  him,  nor  wait  the  iffues  of 
his  providence  which  has  already  forfaken 

thee : as  there  is  no  help  from  that 

quarter,  refolve  to  extricate  thyfelf;— 
and  fmce  thou  haft  met  with  no  juftice  in 

this  world, — leave  it, — die, and  force 

thy  paifage  into  a  better  country,  where 
misfortunes  cannot  follow  thee, 

Whether  this  paraphrafe  upon  the  words 
is  juft,  or  the  former  interpretations  be 

admitted, the   reply    in    the    text    is 

equally  proper ; — What  ! — Shall  we  re- 
ceive good  at  the  hands  of  GOD,  and  mall 
we  not  receive  evil  alfo  ?  Are  not  both 
alike  the  difpenfations  of  an  all-wife  and 
good  Being,  who  knows  and  determines 
what  is  beft?  and  wherefore  mould  I  make 
myfelf  the  judge,  to  receive  the  one,  and 
yet  be  fo  partial  as  to  reject  the  other, 
when  by  fairly  putting  both  into  the  fcale, 
I  may  be  convinced  how  much  the  good 
33 
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outweighs  the  evil  in  all  cafes  ?  in  my 
own,  confider  how  ftrong  this  argument 
is  againft  me. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  days,  how  did 
GOD  crown  me  with  honour !  In  how 
remarkable  a  manner  did  his  providence 
fet  a  hedge  about  me,  and  about  all  that 
I  had  on  every  fide  !  — how  he  profpered 
the  works  of  my  hands,  fo  that  our  fub* 
fiance  and  happinefs  increafed  every  day  ! 

And  now,  when  for  reafons  beft  known 
to  his  infinite  wifdom,  he  has  thought  fit 

to  try  me  with  afflictions,- fhall  I  rebel 

againft  him  in  fnmng  with  my  lips,  and 
charging  him  foolifhly  ?  -  GOD  Ibrbid  ! 
- —  O  rather  may  I  look  up  towards  that 
hand  which  has  bruifed  me, — for  he  ma- 
keth  fore  and  he  bindeth  up,  he  woundeth 
and  his  hands  make  whole.  From  his 
bounty  only  has  iflued  all  I  had,  from  his 
wifdom— -all  I  have  loft;  for  he  giveth 
and  he  hath  taken  away :  blefled  be  his 
name! 

There  are  few  mftances  of  particular 
virtue  more  engaging  than  thole  of  this 
heroic  caft ;  and  if  we  may  take  the  tef- 
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timony  of  a  heathen  philofopher  upon  it, 
there  is  not  an  object  in  this  world  which 
GOD  can  be  fuppofed  to  look  down  upon 
with  greater  pleafure,  than  that  of  a  good 
man  involved  in  misfortunes,  furrounded 
on  all  fides  with  difficulties — yet  cheer- 
fully bearing  up  his  head,  and  ftruggling 
againfl  them  with  firmnefs  and  conftancy 
of  mind. — Certainly  to  our  conceptions 
fuch  objects  muft  be  truly  engaging :— - 
and  the  reafon  of  fo  exalted  an  encomium 
from  this  hand,  is  eafily  to  be  guefled  : 
no  doubt  the  wifeft  of  the  heathen  philo- 
fophers  had  found,  from  obfervation  upon 
the  life  of  man,  that  the  many  troubles  and 
infirmities  of  his  nature,  the  ficknefles, 
difappointments,  forrows  for  the  lofs  of 
children  or  property,  with  the  number- 
lefs  other  calamities  and  crofs  accidents  to 
which  the  life  of  man  is  fubje£t,  were  in 
themfelves  fo  great ; — and  fo  little  folid 
comfort  to  be  adminiftered  from  the 
mere  refinements  of  philofophy  in  fuch 
emergencies,  that  there  was  no  virtue 
which  required  greater  efforts,  or  which 
was  found  fo  difficult  to  be  atchieved 

B4 


8  S  E  R  M  O  N     XV. 

upon  moral  principles ;  upon  moral  prin- 
ciples— which  had  no  foundation  to  fuf- 
tain   this    great    weight,    which    the   in- 
firmities of  our  nature  laid  upon  it.     And 
for  this  reafon  'tis  obfervable  that  there  is 
no  fubjecl,  upon  which  the  moral  writers 
of  antiquity  have  exhaufted  fo  much  of 
their  eloquence,  or  where  they  have  fpent 
fuch  time  and  pains,  as  in  this  of  endea- 
vouring to  reconcile  men  to  thefe  evils. 
Infomuch,  that  from  thence,  in  moft  mo- 
dern languages,  the  patient  enduring  of 
affliction  has  by  degrees  obtained  the  name 
of  Philofopher,  and  almofl  monopolized 
the  word  to  itfelf,   as  if  it  was  the  chief 
end  or  compendium  of   all  the  wifdom 
which  philofophy  had  to  ofter.     And  in- 
deed, confidering  what    lights  they  had, 
fome  of  them  wrote  extremely  well ;  yet, 
as  what  they  faid  proceeded   more  from 
the  head  than  the  heart,  'twas  generally 
more  calculated  to  filence  a  man  in  his 
troubles,  than  to  convince,  and  teach  him 
how  to  bear  them.     And  therefore  how- 
ever fubtle  and  ingenious  their  arguments 
might  appear  in  the  reading,    'tis  to  be 
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feared  they  loft  much  of  their  efficacy 
when  tried  in  the  application.  If  a  man 
was  thruft  back  in  the  world  by  difap- 
pointments,  or — as  was  Job's  cafe — had 
fuffered  a  fudden  change  in  his  fortunes, 
from  an  affluent  condition  was  brought 
down  by  a  train  of  cruel  accidents,  and 
pinched  with  poverty — philofophy  would 
come  in,  and  exhort  him  to  (land  his 

ground  ; it  would    tell  him  that  the 

lame  greatnefs  and  ftrength  of  mind, 
which  enabled  him  to  behave  well  in  the 
days  of  his  profperity,  mould  equally  en- 
able him  to  behave  well  in  the  days  of 
his  adverfity ; — that  it  was  the  property 
of  only  weak  and  bafe  fpirits,  who  were 
infolent  in  the  one,  to  be  dejecled  and 
overthrown  by  the  other ;  whereas  great 
and  generous  fouls  were  at  all  times  calm, 
and  equal.  As  they  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  life  with  indifference, — they  were 
able  to  refign  them  with  the  fame  tem- 
per,— and  confequently,— were  out  of  the 
reach  of  fortune.  All  which,  however 
fine,  and  likely  to  fatisfy  the  fancy  of  a 
man  at  eafe,  could  convey  but  little  con- 
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folation  to  a  heart  already  pierced  with 
forrow ; — nor  is  it  to  be  conceived  how 
an  unfortunate  creature  mould  any  more 
receive  relief  from  fuch  a  lefture,  how- 
ever juft,  than  a  man  racked  with  an  acute 
fit  of  the  gout  or  ftone  could  be  fuppofed 
to  be  fet  free  from  torture,  by  hearing 
from  his  phyfician  a  nice  difiertation  up- 
on his  cafe.  The  philofophic  confola- 
tions  in  ficknefs,  or  in  afflictions  for  the 
death  of  friends  and  kindred,  were  juft  as 
efficacious; — and  were  rather  in  general 
to  be  confidered  as  good  fayings  than 

good  remedies. So  that,  if  a  man  was 

bereaved  of  a  promifed  child,  in  whom 
all  his  hopes  and  expectations  centered, 
— or  a  wife  was  left  deftitute  to  mourn 
the  lofs  and  protection  of  a  kind  and  ten- 
der hufband,  Seneca  or  Epidetus  would 
tell  the  penfive  parent  and  difconfolate 
widow, — that  tears  and  lamentation  for 
the  dead  were  fruitlefs  and  abfurd  ! — that 
to  die,  was  the  neceffary  and  unavoidable 
debt  of  nature ; — and  as  it  could  admit 
of  no  remedy — 'twas  impious  and  fooliih 
to  grieve  and  fret  thernfelves  upon  it, 
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Upon  fuch  fage  counfel,  as  well  as  many 
other  lefibns  of  the  fame  (lamp,  the  fame 
reflection  might  be  applied,  which  is  faid 
to  have  been  made  by  one  of  the  Roman 
emperors  to  one  who  adminiftered  the 
fame  confolations  to  him  on  a  like  occa- 
fion, — to  whom  advifing  him  to  be  com- 
forted, and  make  himfelf  eafy,  fince  the 
event  had  been  brought  about  by  a  fata- 
lity, and  could  not  be  helped, — he  re- 
plied,  "  That  this  was  fo  far  from 

lefiening  his  trouble, — that  it  was  the 
very  circumftance  which  occafioned  it." 
—  So  that  upon  the  whole — when  the  true 
Value  of  thefe,  and  many  more  of  their 
current  arguments  have  been  weighed 
and  brought  to  the  teft,— one  is  led  to 
doubt,  whether  the  greateft  part  of  their 
heroes,  the  mbft  renowned  for  conflancy, 
were  not  much  moie  indebted  to  good 
nerves  and  fpirits,  or  the  natural  happy 
frame  of  their  tempers,  for  behaving  well, 
than  to  any  extraordinary  helps,  which 
they  could  be  fuppofed  to  receive  from 
their  inftruftors.  .  And  therefore  I  mould 
make  no  fcruple  to  affert,  that  one  fuch 
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inflance  of  patience  and  refignation  as 
this,  which  the  feripture  gives  us  in 
the  perfon  of  Job,  not  of  one  mod  pomp- 
oufly  declaiming  upon  the  contempt  of 
pain  and  poverty,  but  of  a  man  funk  in 
the  lowed  condition  of  humanity,  to  be- 
hold him  when  flripped  of  his  eftate, — 
his  wealth,  his  friends,  his  children — 
cheerfully  holding  up  his  head,  and  enter- 
taining his  hard  fortune  with  firmnefs  and 
ferenity  ; — and  this,  not  from  a  ftoical  flu- 
pidity,  but  a  juft  fenfe  of  GOD'S  provi- 
dence, and  a  perfuafion  of  his  juftice  and 

goodnefs   in  all  his   dealings —Such 

an  example,  I  fay,  as  this,  is  of  more  uni- 
verfal  ufe,  fpeaks  truer  to  the  heart,  than 
all  the  heroic  precepts,  which  the  pedan- 
try of  philofophy  has  to  offer. 

This  leads  me  to  the  point  I  aim  at  in 
this  difcourfe ;  namely,  that  there  are 
no  principles  but  thofe  of  religion  to  be 
depended  on  in  cafes  of  real  diftrefs,  and 
that  thefe  are  able  to  encounter  the  worfl 
emergencies  ;  and  to  bear  us  up  under 
all  the  changes  and  chances  to  which  oqr 
life  is  fubject. 
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Confider  then  what  virtue  the  very  firft 
principle  of  religion  has,  and  how  won- 
derfully it  is  conducive  to  this  end.     That 
there  is  a  God,  a  powerful,  a  wife  and 
good    Being,  who  firft  made   the  world 
and  continues   to  govern  it; — by   whofe 
goodnefs  all  things  are  defigned, — and  by 
wh($fe  providence  all  things  are  conducted 
to  bring  about  the  greateft  and  beft  ends. 
The  forrowful  and   penfive   wretch  that 
was  giving  way  to  his  misfortunes,  and 
mournfully  finking  under  them,  the  mo- 
ment this  doctrine  comes  in  to  his  aid, 
hulhes  all  his  complaints, — and  thus  fpeaks 
comfort  to  his  foul ; — "  It  is  the  Lord, 
let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good,"— 
without  his  direction  I  know  that  no  evil 
can    befal    me, — without    his    permiffion 
that  no  power  can  hurt  me. — It   is  im- 
poffible  a  Being  fo  wife  mould   miftake 
my  happinefs, — or  that  a  Being  fo  good 
fhould  'contradict   it.      If  he   has   denied 
me  riches  or  other   advantages — perhaps 
he  forefees  the  gratifying  my  wifhes  would 
undo  me,  and  by  my  own  abufe  of  them 
be  perverted  to  my  ruin. — If  he  has  de- 
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nied  me  the  requeft  of  children, — or  in 
his  providence  has  thought  fit  to  take 
them  from  me — how  can  I  fay — whether 
he  has  not  dealt  kindly  with  me,  and  only 
taken  that  away  which  he  forefaw  would 
embitter  and  fhorten  my  days  ?  It  does 
fo  to  thoufands,  where  the  difobedience 
of  a  thanklefs  child  has  brought  down 
the  parents  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the 
grave.  Has  he  vifited  me  with  ficknefs, 
poverty,  or  other  difappoinments  ? — can 
I  fay,  but  thefe  are  bleffings  in  difguife? 
— fo  many  different  expreffions  of  his  care 
and  concern  to  difentangle  my  thoughts 
from  this  world,  and  fix  them  upon  ano- 
ther,— another,  a  better  world  beyond 
this!" — This  thought  opens  a  new  fcene 
of  hope  and  confolation  to  the  unfortu- 
nate:—and  as  the  perfuafion  of  a  Provi- 
dence reconciles  him  to  the  evils  he  has 
fuffered, — this  profpe£l  of  a  future  life 
gives  him  ftrength  to  defpife  them,  and 
efteem  the  light  afflictions  of  this  life  as 
they  are — not  worthy  to  be  compared  to 
\vhat  is  refer ved  for  him  hereafter. 
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Things  are  great  or  fmall  by  compa- 

rifon and   he   who   looks   no  farther 

than  this  world,  and  balances  the  ac- 
counts of  his  joys  and  fufFerings  from 
that  confideration,  finds  all  his  forrows 
enlarged,  and  at  the  clofe  of  them  will 
be  apt  to  look  back,  and  caft  the  fame 
fad  reflection  upon  the  whole,  which  the 
patriarch  did  to  Pharaoh, — "  That  few 
and  evil  had  been  the  days  of  his  pilgrim-  . 
age."  But  let  him  lift  up  his  eyes  to- 
wards heaven,  and  fledfaftly  behold  the 
life  and  immortality  of  a  future  ftate, 

• he  then  wipes  away  all  tears  from  off 

his  eyes  for  ever  and  ever; like   the 

exiled  captive,  big   with   the  hopes  that 

he  is  returning  home he  feels  not  the 

weight  of  his  chains,  or  counts  the  days 
of  his  captivity;  but  looks  forward  with 
rapture  towards  the  country  where  his 
heart  is  fled  before. 

Thefe  are  the  aids  which  religion  offers 
us  towards  the  regulating  of  our  fpirit 
under  the  evils  of  life, — but  like  great 
cordials,  they  are  feldom  ufed  but  on 
great  occurrences.— In  the  leffer  evils 
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of  life  we  feem  to  ftand  unguarded,  and 
our  peace  and  contentment  are  over- 
thrown, and  our  happinefs  broke  in  upon 
by  a  little  impatience  of  fpirit,  under  the 
crofs  and  untoward  accidents  we  meet 

with. Thefe  (land  unprovided  for,  and 

we  neglect  them  as  we  do  the  flighter  in- 
difpofitions  of  the  body — which  we  think 
not  worth  treating  ferioufly — and  fo  leave 
them  to  nature.  In  good  habits  of  the 

body,  this  may  do, and  I  would  gladly 

believe,  there  are  fuch  good  habits  of  the 
temper,  fuch  a  complexional  eafe  and 
health  of  heart,  as  may  often  fave  the  pa- 
tient much  medicine. — We  are  ftill  to 
coniider — that  however  fuch  good  frames 
of  mind  are  got — they  are  worth  preferv- 
ing  by  all  rules ; — patience  and  content- 
ment,— which  like  the  treafure  hid  in  the 
field  for  which  a  man  fold  all  he  had  to 
purchafe — is  of  that  price  that  it  cannot 
be  had  at  too  great  a  purchafe,  llnce 
without  it,  the  bed  condition  in  life  can- 
not make  us  happy, —  and  with  it,  it  is 
impoffible  we  mould  be  miferable  even  in 
the  word. — Give  me  leave  therefore  to 
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clofe  this  difcourfe  with   fome  reflections 
upon  the  fubject  of  a  contented  mind 
and  the  duty  in   man  of    regulating  his 

fpirit,  in  our  way  through  life  ; a  fub- 

ject  in  every  body's   mouth preached 

upon  daily  to  our  friends  and  kindred — 
but  too  oft  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  asv  to  convince 
the  party  lectured,  only  of  this  truth;— 
that  we  bear  the  misfortunes  of  others 
with  excellent  tranquillity. 

I  believe  there  are  thoufands  fo  extra- 
vagant in  their  ideas  of  contentment,  as 
to  imagine  that  it  muft  confifl  in  having 
every  thing  in  this  world  turn  out  the 
way  they  wifh — that  they  are  to  fit  down 
in  happinefs,  and  feel  themfelves  fo  at 
eafe  at  all  points,  as  to  defire  nothing 
better  and  nothing  more.  I  own  there 
are  inftances  of  fome,  who  feem  to  pafs 
through  the  world  as  if  all  their  paths 
had  been  ftrewed  with  rofe-buds  of  de- 
light ;- but  a  little  experience  will  con- 
vince us,  'tis  a  fatal  expectation  to  go  up- 
on.— We  are  born  to  trouble ;  and  we 
may  depend  upon  it  whilft  we  live  in 
this  world  we  (hall  have  it,  though  with 

voi,.  vii.  C 
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intermiflions — that  is,  in  whatever  ftata 
we  are,  we  (hall  find  a  mixture  of  good 
and  evil ;  and  therefore  the  true  way  to 
contentment  is  to  know  how  to  receive 
thefe  certain  viciflitudes  of  life,— -the  re- 
turns of  good  and  evil,  fo  as  neither  to 
be  exalted  by  the  one,  or  overthrown  by 
the  other,  but  to  bear  ourfelves  towards 
every  thing  which  happens  with  fuch  eafe 
and  indifference  of  mind,  as  to  hazard 
as  little  as  may  be.  This  is  the  true  tem- 
perate climate  fitted  for  us  by  nature,  and 
in  which  every  wife  man  would  wifh  to 
live. —  GOD  knows,  we  are  perpetually 
ftraying  out  of  it,  and  by  giving  wings 
to  our  imaginations  in  the  tranfports  we 
dream  of,  from  fuch  or  fuch  a  fituation 
in  life,  we  are  carried  away  alternately 
into  all  the  extremes  of  hot  and  cold,  for 
which,  as  we  are  neither  fitted  by  nature, 
or  prepared  by  expectation,  we  feel  them 
with  all  their  violence,  and  with  all  thei 
danger  too. 

GOD,  for  wife  reafons,  has  made  our 
affairs  in  this  world  almoft  as  fickle  and 
capricious  as  ourfelves — Pain  and  plea- 
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fure,  like  light  and  darknefs,  fucceed  each 
other  ;  and  he  that  knows  how  to  accom- 
modate himfelf  to  their  periodical  returns, 
and  can  wifely  extract  the  good  from  the 
evil  —  knows  only  how  to  live;  —  this  is 
true  contentment,  at  leaft  all  that  is  to  be 
had  of  it  in  this  world,  and  for  this  every 
man  muft  be  indebted  not  to  his  fortune 
but  to  himfelf.  —  And  indeed  it  would 
have  been  ftrange,  if  a  duty  fo  becom- 
ing us  as  dependent  creatures  —  and  fo 
neceffary  befides  to  all  our  well-beings, 
had  been  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  any 
in  fome  meafure  to  put  in  practice-  - 
and  for  this  reafon,  there  is  fcarce  any  lot 
fo  low,  but  there  is  fomething  in  it  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  man  whom  it  has  befallen  ;  Pro- 
vidence having  fo  ordered  things,  that 
in  every  man's  cup,  how  bitter  foever, 
there  are  fome  cordial  drops  -  fome 
good  circumftances,  which  if  wifely  ex- 
traded,  are  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  he 
wants  them,—  that  is,  to  make  him  con- 
tented, and  if  not  happy,  at  leaft  re- 
figned.  May  GOD  blefs  us  all  with  this 
fpirit,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift! 


c  2 
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SERMON    XVI. 

The   Character   of  ShimeL 

2  SAMUEL,  xix.  21.     l ft  part. 

But  Abifhai  faid,     Shall  not  Shimei  he  put  to  death  for 
this  ? 

TT  has  not  a  good  afpect  This 
*  is  the  fecond  time  Abi/hai  has 
propofed  Shimefs  deftf  uftion ;  once  in  the 
1 6th  chapter,  on  a  fudden  tranfport  of 
indignation,  when  Shimei  curfed  David.— 
"  Why  Jhould  this  dead  dog,  cried  Abi/hai, 
"  c urfe  my  lord  the  king  ?  let  me  go  over*9 
"  1  pray  thee,  and  cut  off  his  head"  — — 
This  had  fomething  at  lead  of  gallantry 
in  it;  for  in  doing  it,  he  hazarded  his 
own  j  and  befides,  the  offender  was  not 
otherwife  to  be  come  at :  the  fecond  time 
is  in  the  text ;  when  the  offender  was  ab- 

folutely  in  their  power when  the  blood 

was  cool ;  and  the  fuppliant  was  holding 
up  his  hands  for  mercy. 
c  3 
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— Shall  not  Shimei,  anfwered  Abifhai, 
be  put  to  death  for  this  ?  So  unrelenting 
a  purfuit  looks  Ids  like  juftice  than  re- 
venge, which  is  fo  cowardly  a  paflion, 
that  it  renders  Abifhai's  firft  inftance  aU 
moft  inconfiftent  with  the  fecond.  I 
fhall  not  endeavour  to  reconcile  them; 
but  confine  the  difcourfe  fimply  to  Shi- 
mei ;  and  make  fuch  reflections  upon  his 
character  as  may  be  of  ufe  to  fociety. 

Upon  the  news  of  his  fon  Abfalom's 
confpiracy,  David  had  fled  from  Jeru- 
falem,  and  from  his  own  houfe,  for  fafety : 
the  reprefentation  given  of  the  manner 

of  it,  is  truly  affecting : never  was  a 

fcene  of  forrow  fo  full  of  diftrefs  ! 

The  king  fled  with  all  his  houfehold 
to  fave  himfelf  from  the  fword  of  the  man 
he  loved :  he  fled  with  all  the  marks  of 
humble  forrow — "  with  his  head  cover*  d 
and  barefoot ;"  and  as  he  went  by  the  af- 
cent  of  mount  Olivet,  the  facred  hifto- 
rian  fays,  he  wept— fome  gladfome  fcenes, 

perhaps,  which  there  had  pafs'd fome 

hours  of  feftivity  he  had  fhared  with  Ab- 
falom  in  better  days,  preifed  tenderly  upon 
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nature,  he  wept  at  this  fad  viciflitude  of 
things  ;~and  all  the  people  that  were 
with  him,  fmitten  with  his  affliction,  co- 
ver''d  each  man  his  head— weeping  as  he 
went  up. 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  when  David 
had  got  to  Bahurim,  that  Shimei  the  fon 
of  Gefa,  as  we  read  in  the  5th  verfe, 
came  out: — was  it  with  the  choiceft  oils 
he  could  gather  from  mount  Olivet,  to 
pour  into  his  wounds  ? — Times  and 
troubles  had  not  done  enough  j  and  thou 
earned  out,  Shimei,  to  add  thy  portion— 7 

"  And  as  he  came,  he  curfed  David,  and 
threw  Jlones  and  caji  duft  at  him  ;  and  thus 
faid  Shimei,  when  he  curfed :  Go  to,  thou 
man  of  Belial,  thou  haft  fought  blood, — and 
behold  thou  art  caught  in  thy  own  mifchief; 
for  now  hath  the  Lord  returned  upon  thee 
all  the  blood  of  Saul  and  his  houfe" 

There  is  no  fmall  degree  of  malicious 
craft  in  fixing  upon  a  feafon  to  give  a 
mark  of  enmity  and  ill-will :  a  word, — a 
look,  which  at  one  time  would  make  no 
impreflion — at  another  time  wounds  the 
heart  j  and  like  a  fhaft  flying  with  the 
c  4 
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wind,  pierces  deep,  which,  with  its  own 
natural  force,  would  fcarce  have  reached 
the  object  aimed  at. 

This  feemed  to  have  been  Shimei's 
hopes;  but  excefs  of  malice  makes  men 
too  quickfighted  even  for  their  own  pur- 
pofe.  Could  Shimei  poffibly  have  waited 
for  the  ebb  of  David's  paffions,  and  till 
the  firfl  great  conflict  within  him  had  been 
over — then  the  reproach  of  being  guilty 
of  Saul's  blood  rnuft  have  hurt  him — his 
.  heart  was  poffefied  with  other  feelings — it 
bled  for  the  deadly  fling  which  Abfalom 
had  given  him — he  felt  not  the  indignity 
of  a  ftranger — "  Behold  my  fon  Abfalo?ny 
who  came  out  of  my  bowels ,  feeketb  my  life— 
how  much  more  may  Shimei  do  it?- — let  him 
alone ;  it  may  be  the  Lord  may  look  upon 
my  affiiclion,  and  requite  me  good  for  this 
evil" 

An  injury  unanfwered  in  courfe  grows 
weary  of  itfelf,  and  dies  away  in  a  volun- 
tary remorfe. 

In  bad  difpofitions  capable  of  no  re- 
ftraint  but  fear it  has  a  different  ef- 
fect  the  filent  digeflion  of  one  wrong 


SERMON     XVI.  25 

provokes  a  fecond. — He  purfues  him  with 
the  fame  invective  ;  and  as  David  and  hit 
men  went  by  the  way,  Shimei  went  along  on 
the  hill's  fide  over  againft  him ;  and  curfed 
as  he  went,  and  caji  duft  at  him. 

The  infolence  of  bafe  minds  in  fuccefs 
is  boundlefs ;  and  would  fcarce  admit  of 
a  comparifon,  did  not  they  themfelves 
furnifh  us  with  one  in  the  degrees  of  their 
abjection  when  evil  returns  upon  them— 
the  fame  poor  heart  which  excites  unge- 
nerous tempers  to  triumph  over  a  fallen 
adverfary,  in  fome  inftances  feems  to  ex- 
alt them  above  the  point  of  courage,  finks 

them  in  others  even  below  cowardice. 

Not  unlike  fome  little  particles  of  matter 
ftruck  off  from  the  furface  of  the  dirt  by 
funfhine—  dance  and  fport  there  whilft  it 
lafts — but  the  moment  'tis  withdrawn—- 
they fall  down — for  duft  they  are — and 

unto  duft  they  will  return whilft  firmer 

and  larger  bodies  preferve  the  ftations 
which  nature  has  affigned  them,  fubje&ed 
to  laws  which  no  change  of  weather  can 
alter. 

This  laft  did  not  feem  to  be  Shimei's 
cafe;  in  all  David's  profperity,  there  is 
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ho  mention  made  of  him — he  thruft  him- 

felf  forward  into  the  circle,  and  poflibly 

was  number'd  amongft  friends  and  well- 

wifhers. 

When  the  fcene  changes,  and  David's 
troubles  force  him  to  leave  his  houfe  in 
defpair—  Shimei  is  the  firft  man  we  hear 
of,  who  comes  out  againft  him. 

The  wheel  turns  round  once  more ; 
Abfalom  is  caft  down  and  David  returns 
in  peace — Shimei  fuits  his  behaviour  to 
the  occafion,  and  is  the  firft  man  alfo 

who  hades  to  greet  him and  had  the 

wheel  turn'd  round  a  hundred  times,  Shi- 
mei, I  dare  fay,  in  every  period  of  its 
rotation,  would  have  been  uppermoft. 

O  Shimei !  would  to  Heaven  when  thou 
waft  flain,  that  all  thy  family  had  been 
flain  with  thee ;  and  not  one  of  thy  re- 
femblance  left !  but  ye  have  multiplied 
exceedingly  and  replenished  the  earth; 

and  if  I  prophecy  rightly ye  will  in 

the  end  fubdue  it. 

There  is  not  a  character  in  the  world 
which  has  fo  bad  an  influence  upon  the 
affairs  of  it,  as  this  of  Shimei  j  whilft 
power  meets  with  honeft  checks,  and  the 
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evils  of  lite  with  honeft  refuge,  the  world 
will  never  be  undone  :  but  thou,  Shimei, 
haft  fapp'ci  it  at  both  extremes  ;  ior  •  h  u 
corrupted  profperity — and  'tis  thou  who 
haft  broken  the  heart  of  poverty  ;  and  fo 
long  as  worthlefs-  Ipirits  can  be  ambitious 
ones,  'tis  a  character  we  fhall  never  want, 
O  !  it  infefts  the  court the  camp—- 
the cabinet — it  infefts  the  church  go 
where  you  will  in  every  quarter  in 
every  profellion,  you  fee  a  Shitnei  fol- 
lowing \he  wheels  of  the  fortunate  through 
thick  rnire  and  clay.  — 

— Hafte,  Shimei! — hafte;  or  thou  wilt 
be  undone  for  ever  Shimei  girdeth 
up  his  loins  and  fpeedeth  after  him—- 
behold the  hand  which  governs  every 
thing,  — takes  the  wheels  from  off  his 
chariot  fo  that  he  who  driveth,  driveth 
on  heavily — Shimei  doubles  his  fpeed— 
but  'tis  the  contrary  way  ;  he  flies  like 
the  wind  over  a  iandy  deiert,  and  the 
place  thereof  (hall  know  it  no  more — — • 

ftay,  Shimei !    'tis  your   patron your 

friend your  benefactor;  'tis   the  man 

who  has   railed   you   from  the   dunghill 
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•  'tis  all  one  to  Shimei :  Shimei  is  the 
barometer  of  every  man's  fortune ;  marks 
the  rife  and  fajl  of  it,  with  all  the  varia- 
tions from  fcorching  hot  to  freezing  cold 
upon  his  countenance,  that  the  fmile 

will  admit  of. Is  a  cloud  upon    thy 

affairs? — fee — it  hangs  over  Shimei's  brow 

Haft  thou  been  fpoken  for  to  the  king 

or  the  captain  of  the  hofl  without  fuc- 

cefs  ? look  not  into  the   court-kalen- 

der the  vacancy  is  filled  up  in  Shi- 
mei's face — Art  thou  in  debt? — though 

not  to  Shimei — no   matter the  word 

officer  of  the  law  mall  not  be  more  in- 
folent. 

What  then,  Shimei,  is  the  guilt  of 
poverty  fo  black — is  it  of  fo  general  a 
concern,  that  thou  and  all  thy  family 
muft  rife  up  as  one  man  to  reproach  it? 
when  it  loft  every  thing — did  it  lofe 
the  right  to  pity  too?  or  did  he  wha 
maketli  poor  as  well  as  maketh  rich,  ftrip 
it  of  its  natural  powers  to  mollify  the 
hearts  and  fupple  the  temper  of  your 
race  ? — Truft  me,  ye  have  much  to  anfwer 
ibrj  it  is  this  treatment  which  it  has 
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ever  met  with  from  fpirits  like  yours, 
which  has  gradually  taught  the  world  to 
look  upon  it  as  the  greateft  of  evils,  and, 

(hun  it  as  the  worft  difgrace and  what 

is  it,  I  befeech   you what  is   it    that 

man  will  not  do  to  keep  clear  of  fo  fore 
an  imputation  and  puniftiment  ?  —  is  it 
not  to  fly  from  this,  that  he  rifes  early—* 
late  takes  reft\  and  eats  the  bread  of  care- 
fulnefs  ? — that  he  plots,  contrives — fwears 
—  lies  —  fhuffles  —  puts  on  all  mapes — 

tries    all  garments wears    them,   with 

this,  or  that  fide  outward juft  as  it 

favours  his  efcape  ? 

They  who  have  confidered  our  nature 
affirm,  that  mame  and  difgrace  are  two 
of  the  rooft  infupportable  evils  of  human 
life  :  the  courage  and  fpirits  of  many  have 
mattered  other  misfortunes,  and  borne 
themfelves  up  againfl  them ;  but  the 
wifeft  and  beft  of  fouls  have  not  been  a 
match  for  thefe ;  and  we  have  many  a 
tragical  inftance  on  record,  what  greater 
evils  have  been  run  into,  merely  to  avoid 
this  one. 


30  SERMON      XVI. 

Without  this  tax  of  infamy,  poverty, 
with  all  the  burdens  it  lays  upon  our  flefh 
—  -io  long  as  it  is  virtuous,  could  never 
break  the  fpirits  of  a  man;  all  its  hunger, 
and  pain,  and  nakednefs,  are  nothing 
to  it,  they  have  fome  counterpoife  of 
good  :  and  befides  they  are  directed  by 
Providence,  and  muft  be  fubmitted  to: 
but  thofe  are  afflictions  not  from  the  hand 
of  GOD  or  nature  —  "/or  they  do  come  forth 
of  the  DUST,  and  moft  properly  may  be 
laid  to  fpring  out  of  the  GROUND,  and  this 
is  the  reafon  they  lay  luch  ftreis  upon  our 
patience,  —  and  in  the  end,  create  fuch  a 
diftruft  of  the  world,  as  makes  us  look  up 
—and  pray,  Let  me  fall  into  thy  hands,  0 
God!  but  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hands  of 


Agreeable  to  this  was  the  advice  of 
Eliphas  to  Job  in  the  day  of  his  diftrefs 
•  -  "  acquaint  thyfelf,  faid  he,  NOW  with 
God  ;"  indeed  his  poverty  feemed  to  have 
left  him  no  other  :  the  fwords  of  the  Sa^ 
beans  had  frightened  them  away  -  all 
but  a  few  friends  j  and  of  what  kind  they 
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the  very  proverb,  of  Job's  comfort- 
ers  fays  enough. 

It  is  an  inftance  which  gives  one  great 
concern  for  human  nature,  "  That  a 
man,  who  always  wept  for  him  who  was 

in  trouble ; who  never  faw  any  perijh 

for  want  of  cloathing ; — who  never  fuffered 
the  Jir -anger  to  lodge  in  thejireet,  but  opened 

his  door  to  the  traveller ;" that  a  man  of 

fo  good  a  character, — "  that  he  never 
caufed  the  eyes  of  the  widow  to  fail, — or  had 
eaten  his  morfel  by  himfelf  alone,  and  the 
fatherlefs  had  not  eaten  thereof'," — that  fuch 
a  man,  the  moment  he  fell  into  poverty, 
fliould  have  occafion  to  cry  out  for  quar- 
ter,— Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  my  friends! 

for  the  hand  of  God  has  touched  me. . 

Gentlenefs  and  humanity  (one  would 
think)  would  melt  the  hardefl  heart,  and 
charm  the  fierceft  fpirit ;  bind  up  the  mod 
violent  hand,  and  ftill  the  moft  abufive 
tongue; — but  the  experiment  failed  in  a 
ftronger  inftance  of  him,  whofe  meat  and 
drink  it  was  to  do  us  good ;  and  in  pur- 
jiiit  of  which,  whofe  whole  life  was  a  con- 
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tinued  fcene  of  kindnefs  and  of  infults, 
for  which  we  muft  go  back  to  the  fame 
explanation  with  which  we  fet  out, — and 

that  is,  the  fcandal  of  poverty. — 

"  This  fellow ',  we  know  not  whence  he  is" 
was  the  popular  cry  of  one  part ; 
and  with  thofe  who  feemed  to  know  bet- 
ter, the  quere  did  not  leffen  the  difgrace  ; 
— Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  fon  of 
Mary? — of  Mary  ;  great  GOD  of  Ifrael ! 
What! — of  the  meaneft  of  thy  people  ! 
(for  he  had  not  regarded  the  low  ejlate  of  his 
hand-maiden) — and  of  the  pooreft,  too! 
(for  me  had  not  a  lamb  to  offer,  but  was 
purified  as  Mofes  directed  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
by  the  oblation  of  a  turtle  dove). 

That  the  SAVIOUR  of  their  nation  could 
be  poor,  and  not  have  where  to  lay  his 
head, — was  a  crime  never  to  be  forgiven : 
and  though  the  purity  of  his  doclrine, 
and  the  works  which  he  had  done  in  its 
fupport,  were  ftronger  arguments  on  its 
fide,  than  his  humiliation  could  be  againft 

it, yet   the  offence  ftill    remained;  — 

they  looked  for  the  redemption  of  Ifrael ; 
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but  they  would  have  it  only  in  thofe 
dreams  of  power  which  filled  their  ima- 
gination.  

Ye  who  weigh  the  worth  of  all  things 
only  in  the  goldfmith's  balance ! — was 
this  religion  for  you  ? — a  religion  whofe 
appearance  was .  not  great  and  fplendid, 
— but  looked  thin  and  meagre,  and  whofe 
principles  and  promifes  mewed  more  like 
the  curfes  of  the  law,  than  its  bleflings : 
for  they  called  for  fufferings,  and 
promifed  little  but  perfecutions. 

In  truth,  it  is  not  eafy  for  tribulation 
or  diftrefs,  for  nakednefs  or  famine,  to 
make  many  converts  out  of  pride  j  or 
reconcile  a  worldly  heart  to  the  fcorn  and 
reproaches,  which  were  fure  to  be  the 
portion  of  every  one  who  believed  a  myf- 
tery  fo  difcredited  by  the  world,  and  fo 
unpalatable  to  all  its  paflions  and  plea* 
fures. 

But  to  bring  this  fermon  to  its  proper 
conclufion. 

If  Aftrea  or  Juftice  never  finally  took 
her  leave  of  the  world,  till  the  day  that 
poverty  firft  became  ridiculous,  it  is 

VOL.  VII.  D 
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matter  of  confolation,  that  the  GOD  of 
Juftice  is  ever  over  us  ; — that  whatever 
outrages  the  lownefs  of  our  condition 
may  be  expofed  to,  from  a  mean  and  un- 

difcerning  world, that  we  walk  in  the 

prefence  of  the  greateft  and  moft  gene- 
rous of  Beings,  who  is  infinitely  removed 
from  cruelty  and  flraitnefa  of  mind,  and 
all  thofe  little  and  illiberal  paffions,  with 
which  we  hourly  infult  each  other. 

The  word  part  of  mankind  are  not  al- 
ways to  be  conquered — but  if  they  are 
'tis  by  the  imitation  of  thefe  quali- 
ties which  niuft  do  it : — 'tis  true — as  Fve 

fhewn they  may  fail}   but   flill  all  is 

not  loft, for  if  we   conquer  not  the 

world in  the  very  attempts  to  do  it, 

we  mail  at  leaft  conquer  ourfelves,  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  our  peace  (where  it 
ought  to  be)  within  our  own  hearts. 
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The    Cafe    of    Hezekiah    and    the 
Meflengers*. 

2  KINGS,   XX.    15* 

And  he  faidj  What  have  they  feen  in  thine  houfe;  and 
Hezekiah  anfwered,  All  the  things  that  are  in  my 
houfe  have  they  feen;  there  is  nothing  amongft  ali  my 
treafures  that  1  have  not  (hewn  them. 

_  \  N  D  where  was  the  harm,  you'll 

A  fay,  in  all  this? 
"  An  eaftern  prince,  the  fon  of  Bala- 
dine,  had  fent  meffengers  with  prefents  as 
far  as  from  Babylon,  to  congratulate  He- 
zekiah upon  the  recovery  from  his  fick- 
nefs ;  and  Hezekiah,  who  was  a  good 
prince,  afted  confidently  with  himfelf ;  he 
received  and  entertained  the  men,  and  heark* 
ened  unto  them,  and  before  he  fent  them 
away,  he  courteoufly  mewed  them  all 

*  Preached  before   his  Excellency  the  Earl  of 
HERTFORD,  at  Paris,  1763. 
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that  was  worth  a  ftranger's  curiofity  in 

his   houfe   and   his   kingdom and   in 

this,  feemed  Only  to  have  difcharged  him- 
felf  of  what  urbanity  or  the  etiquette  of 
courts  might  require."  Notwithstanding 
this,  in  the  verfe  which  immediately  fol- 
lows the  text,  we  find  he  had  done  amifs  ; 
and  as  a  punimment  for  it,  that  all  his 
riches,  which  his  forefathers  had  laid  up 
in  (lore  unto  that  day,  were  threatened  to 
be  carried  away  in  triumph  to  Babylon, 

the  very  place  from  whence  the  mef- 

fengers  had  come. 

A  hard  return  !  and  what  his  behaviour 
does  not  feem  to  have  deferved.  To  fet 
this  matter  in  a  clear  light,  it  will  be  ne- 
cefiary  to  enlarge  upon  the  whole  ftory, 

the  reflections  which  will  arife  out  of 

it,  as  we  go  along,  may  help   us at 

leaft,  I  hope  they  will  be  of  ufe  on  their 
own  account. 

After  the  miraculous  defeat  of  the  Af- 
iyrians,  we  read  in  the  beginning  of  this 
-chapter,  that  Hezekiah  was  fick  even 
unto  death^  and  that  GOD  fends  the  pro- 
phet Ifaiah,  with  the  unwelcome  mef- 
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fage,  that  he  Jhould  fet  his  houfe  in  order , 
for  that  he  Jhould  die,  and  not  live. 

There  are  many  inftances  of  men,  who 
have  received  fuch  news  with  the  greateft 
eafe  of  mind,  and  even  entertained  the 
thoughts  of  it  with  fmiles  upon  their  coun- 
tenances,— and  this,  either  from  ftrength 
of  Ipirits  and  the  natural  cheerfulnefs  of 
their  temper, — or  that  they  knew  the 
world,  and  cared  not  for  it, or  ex- 
pected a  better yet  thoufands  of  good 

men,  with  all  the  helps  of  philofophy, 
and  againft  all  the  aflurances  of  a  well- 
fpent  life,  that  the  change  muft  be  to 
their  account, —  upon  the  approach  of 
death  have  (till  lean'd  towards  this  world? 
and  wanted  fpirits  and  refolution  to  bear 
the  mock  of  a  feparation  from  it  for 
ever. 

This,  in  fome  meafure,  feemed  to  have 
been  Hezekiah's  cafe;  for  tho*  he  had  walk* 
ed  before  GOD  in  truth,  and  with  a  perfect 
heart,  and  had  done  that  which  was  good 

in  his  fight, yet  we  find  that  the  hafty 

fummons   afflicted   him    greatly; that 

upon  the  delivery  of  the  meflage  he  wept 
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fore  ;  •       that  he  turned  his  face  towards 

the  wall, perhaps  for  the  greater  fe- 

crecy  of  his  devotion,  and  that,  by  with- 
drawing himfelf  thus  from  all  external 
objefts,  he  might  offer  up  his  prayer  unto 
his  GOD,  with  greater  and  more  fervent 
attention, 

And  he  pray'd,  and  faid,  O  LORD! 

I    befeech   thee    remember O    Heze- 

kiah!  How  couldft  thou  fear  that  GOD 
had  forgotten  thee  ?  or,  how  couldft  thou 
doubt  of  his  remembrance  of  thy  inte- 
grity, when  he  call'd  thee  to  receive  its 
recompence? 

But  here  it  appears  of  what  materials 
man  is  made:  he  purfues  happinefs 
and  yet  is  fo  content  with  mifery,  that  he 
would  wander  for  ever  in  this  dark  vale 

of  it, and   fay,  "  It  is  good,  Lord! 

"  to  be  here,  and  to  build  tabernacles  of 
"  reft',"  and  fo  long  as  we  are  clothed 
with  flefh,  and  nature  has  fo  great  a  mare 
within  us,  it  is  no  wonder  if  that  part 
claims  its  right,  and  pleads  for  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  life,  notwithftanding  all  its  care 
and  difappointments. 
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This  natural  weaknefs,  no  doubt,  had 
its  weight  in  Hezekiah's  earneft  prayer 
for  life;  and  yet  from  the  fuccefs  it  met 
with,  and  the  immediate  change  of  GOD'S 
purpofe  thereupon,  it  is  hard  to  imagine, 
but  that  it  muft  have  been  accompanied 
with  fome  meritorious  and  more  generous 
motive  ;  and  if  we  fuppofe,  as  fome  have 
done,  that  he  turned  his  face  towards  the 
wall,  becaufe  that  part  of  his  chamber 
looked  towards  the  temple,  the  care  of 
whofe  prefervation  lay  next  his  heart,  we 
may  confidently  enough  give  this  fenfe  to 
his  prayer. 

"  O  God!  remember  how  I  have  walk- 

"  ed  before  thee  in  truth  ; how  much 

<c  I  have  done  to  refcue  thy  religion  from 

"  error  and  falfehood; thou  knoweft 

"  that  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  fixed 
«c  upon  me,  as  one  that  hath  forfaken 
"  their  idolatry,  and  reftored  thy  wor- 
"  fhipj  —  that  I  ftand  in  the  midfl  of  a 
"  crooked  and  corrupt  generation,  which 
«c  looks  thro*  all  my,  actions,  and  watches 
"  all  events  which  happen  to  me :  if 
*'  now  they  mall  fee  me  matched  away  in 
P4 
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"  the  rnidfl  of  my  days  and  fervice,  How 
"  will  thy  great  name  fuffer  in  my  ex- 
"  tinftion?  Will  not  the  heathen  fay? 
"  This  it  is  to  ferve  the  GOD  of  Ifrael ! 

"  -How  faithfully  did  Hezekiah  walk 

"  before  him? — What  enemies  did  he 
"  bring  upon  himfelf,  in  too  warmly 
"  promoting  his  worfhip  ?  and  now  when 
"  the  hour  of  ficknefs  and  diftrefs  came 
"  upon  him,  and  he  moft  wanted  the. 
"  aid  of  his  God:  — behold  how  he  was 
"  forfaken !" 

It  is  not  unreafonable  to  afcribe  fome 
fuch  pious  and  more  difmterefted  motive 
to  Hezekiah's  defire  of  life,  from  the 

iflue  and  fuccefs  of  his  prayer  : for 

it  came  to  pafs,  before  Jfaiah  had  gone  out 
into  the  middle  court,  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  to  him,  faying.  Turn  again  and 
tell  Hezekiah  I  have  heard  his  prayer,  I 
have  feeji  his  tears;  and  behold  I  ivill 
heal  him. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion,  as  we  read 
in  the  1 2th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  that  Ba- 
radock-baladan,  fon  of  Baladine  king  of 
Babylon,  fent  letters  and  a  prefent  unto 
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Hezekiah :  he  had  heard  the  fame  of  his 
ficknefs  and  recovery  ;  for  as  the  Chal- 
deans were  great  fearchers  into  the  fecrets 
of  nature,  efpecially  into  the  motions  of 
the  celeftial  bodies,  in  all  probability  they 
had  taken  notice,  at  that  diftance,  of  the 
ftrange  appearance  of  the  fhadow's  re- 
turning ten  degrees  backwards  upon  their 
dials,  and  had  inquired  and  learned  upon 
what  account,  and  in  whofe  favour,  fuch 
a  fign  was  given ;  fo  that  this  aftronomi- 
cal  miracle,  befides  the  political  motive 
which  it  would  fuggeft  of  courting  fuch 
a  favourite  of  heaven,  had  been  fufficient 
by  itfelf  to  have  led  a  curious  people  as 
far  as  Jerufalem,  that  they  might  fee  the 
man  for  whofe  fake  the  Sun  had  forfook 
his  courfe. 

And  here  we  fee  how  hard  it  is  to  ftand 
the  mock  of  profperity,  and  how  much 
fruer  a  proof  we  give  of  our  ftrength  in 
that  extreme  of  life,  than  in  the  other. 

In  all  the  trials  of  adverfity,  we  find  that 
Hezekiah  behaved  well, nothing  un- 
manned him :  when  befieged  by  the  Af- 
fyrian  hoft,  which  fhut  him  up  in  Jerufa- 
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lem,  and  threatened  his  deftru&ion, — he 
flood  unfhaken,  and  depended  upon  GOD'S 

fuccour. When   caft  down   upon   his 

bed  of  ficknefs,  and' threatened  with  death, 
he  meekly  turned   his    face  towards  the 

wall, wept  and  prayed,  and  depended 

upon  GOD'S  mercy  : — but  no  fooner  does 
profperity  return  upon  him,  and  the  mef- 
fengers  from  a  far  country  come  to  pay 
the  flattering  homage  due  to  his  great- 
nefs,  and  the  extraordinary  felicity  of  his 
life,  but  he  turns  giddy,  and  finks  under 
the  weight  of  his  good  fortune,  and  with 
a  tranfport  unbecoming  a  wife  man  upon 
it,  'tis  faid,  he  hearken'd  -unto  the  men, 
and  mewed  them  all  the  houfe  of  his  pre- 
cious things,  the  filver  and  the  gold,  the 
fpices  and  the  precious  ointments,  and  all 
the  houfe  of  his  armour,  and  all  that  was 
found  in  his  treafures  j  that  there  was  no- 
thing in  his  houfe,  nor  in  his  dominions, 
that  Hezekiah  fhew'd  them  not ;  for  tho' 
it  is  not  exprefsly  faid  here  (tho*  it  is  in 
the  parallel  paflage  in  Chronicles), — nor 
is  he  charged  by  the  prophet  that  he  did 
this  out  of  vanity  and  a  weak  tranfport  of 


SERMON     XVII.  43 

oftentation ; yet  as  we  are  fure  GOD 

could  not  be  offended  but  where  there 
xvas  a  real  crime,  we  might  reafonably 
conclude  that  this  was  his,  and  that  he 
who  fearches  into  the  heart  of  man,  be- 
held that  his  was  corrupted  with  the 
bleflings  he  had  given  him,  and  that  it 
was  jufl  to  make  what  was  the  occafion  of 
his  pride,  become  the  inftrument  of  his 
punimment,  by  decreeing,  that  all  the 
riches  he  had  laid  up  in  (lore  until  that 
day,  mould  be  carried  away  in  triumph 
to  Babylon,  the  very  place  from  whence 
the  meflengers  had  come  who  had  been 
eye-witnefies  of  his  folly. 

"  O  Hezekiah!  how  couldft  thou 
*c  provoke  GOD  to  bring  this  judgment 
*e  upon  thee  ?  How  could  thy  fpirit,  alU 
*'  meek  and  gentle  as  it  was,  have  ever 
ft  fallen  into  this  fnare  ?  Were  thy  trea- 
*c  fures  rich  as  the  earth — What !  was 
"  thy  heart  fo  vain  as  to  be  lifted  up 
"  therewith  ?  Was  not  all  that  was  va« 
*'  luable  in  the  world — nay,  was  not  hea- 
*'  ven  itfelf  almoft  at  thy  command  whilft 
*'  thou  waft  humble  ?  and.  How  was  it, 
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"  that  thou  couldft  barter  away  all  this, 
"  for  what  was  lighter  than  a  bubble, 
"  and  defecrate  an  action  fo  full  of  cour- 
**  tefy  and  kindnefs  as  thine  appeared  to 
"  be,  by  fuffering  it  to  take  its  rife  from 
"  fo  polluted  a  fountain  ?" 

There  is  fcarce  any  thing  which  the 
heart  more  unwillingly  bears,  than  an 
analyfis  of  this  kind. 

We  are  a  ft  range  compound  ;  and  fome- 
thing  foreign  from  what  charity  would 
fufpeft,  fo  eternally  twifts  itfelf  into  what 
we  do,  that  not  only  in  momentous  con- 
cerns, where  intereft  lifts  under  it  all 
the  powers  of  difguife, — but  even  in  the 
moft  indifferent  of  our  aftions — not  worth 
a  fallacy by  force  of  habit,  we  con- 
tinue it :  fo  that  whatever  a  man  is  about, 

. obferve  him, he  (lands  arm'd  in- 

fide  and  out  with  two  motives  ;  an  often- 

fible  one  for  the  world, and  another 

xvhich  he  referves  for  his  own  private  ufe ; 
—this,  you  may  fay,  the  world  has  no 
concern  with :  it  might  have  been  fo ; 
but  by  obtruding  the  wrong  motive  upon 
tfre  world,  and  jleaimg  from  it  a  cha- 
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rafter,    inftead  of   winning   one; we 

give  it  a  right,  and  a  temptation  along 
with  it,  to  inquire  into  the  affair. 

The  motives  of  the  one  for  doing  it, 
are  often  little  better  than  the  others  for 
deferving  it.  Let  us  fee  if  fome  focial 
virtuf  may  not  be  extracted  from  the  er- 
rors of  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

VANITY  bids  all  her  fons  to  be  gene- 
'rous  and  brave— — and  her  daughters  to 

be  chafle  and  courteous. But  why  do 

we   want    her    inftruftions  ? Afk   the 

comedian  who  is  taught  a  part  he  feels 
not 

Is  it  that  the  principles  of  religion 
want  ftrength,  or  that  the  real  paffion  for 
what  is  good  and  worthy  will  not  carry 

us  high  enough  ? GOD  !  thou  knoweft 

they  carry  us  too  high we  want  not 

to  be but  tofeem— 

Look  out  of  your  door, — take  notice 
of  that  man :  fee  what  difquieting,  in- 
triguing, and  fhifting,  he  is  content  to 
go  through,  merely  to  be  thought  a  man 
of  plain-dealing  : — three  grains  of  ho- 
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nefty  would  fave  him  all  this  trouble  • 
alas !  he  has  them  not. 

Behold  a  fecond,  under  a  fhow  of  piety 
hiding  the  impurities  of  a  debauched 

life : he  is  juft  entering  the  houfe  .of 

GOD  : would  he  was  more  pure — or 

lefs  pious : — but  then  he  could  n<jt  gain 
his  point. 

Obferve  a  third  going  on  almoft  in  the 
fame  track,  with  what  an  inflexible  fane* 
tity  of  deportment  he  fuftains  himfelf  as 
he  advances: — every  line  in  his  face 

writes  abftinence ; every  ftride  looks 

like  a  check  upon  his  defires :  fee,  I  be- 
feech  you,  how  he  is  cloak'd  up  with  fer- 
mons,  prayers,  and  facraments ;  and  fo 
bemuffled  with  the  externals  of  religion, 
that  he  has  not  a  hand  to  fpare  for  a 
worldly  purpofe; — he  has  armour  at  lead 
— Why  does  he  put  it  on  ?  Is  there  no 
ferving  GOD  without  all  this  ?  Muft  the 
garb  of  religion  be  extended  fo  wide  to 
the  danger  of  its  rending  ? — Yes  truly, 

or  it  will  not  hide  the  fecret and, 

What  is  that  ? 
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That    the    faint  has    no   religion 

at  all. 

— But  here  comes  GENEROSITY  ;  giving 

not  to  a    decayed    artifl- but  to 

the  arts  and  fciences  themfelves. — See,— 
he  builds  not  a  chamber  in  the  wall  apart 
for  the  prophet ;  but  whole  fchools  and  col- 
leges for  thofe  who  come  after.  LORD  ! 

how  they  will  magnify  his  name! 'tis 

in  capitals  already  ;  the  firfl — the  higheft, 
in  the  gilded  rent-roll  of  every  hofpital 
and  afylum. 

One  honefl  tear   fhed  in   private 

over  the  unfortunate,  is  worth  it  all. 

What  a  problematic  fet  of  creatures 
does  fimulation  make  us !  Who  would 
divine,  that  all  that  anxiety  and  concern, 
fo  vifible  in  the  airs  of  one  half  of  that 
great  aflembly,  mould  arife  from  nothing 
elfe,  but  that  the  other  half  of  it  may 
think  them  to  be  men  of  confequence, 
penetration,  parts,  and  conduct? — What 
a  noife  amongft  the  claimants  about  it ! 
Behold  Humility,  out  of  mere  pride, 
and  honefly,  almoft  out  of  knavery : 
Chajlity,  never  once  in  harm's  way, — 
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and  courage,  like  a  Spanifh  foldier  upon 
an  Italian  ftage — a  bladder  full  of  wind.— 

Hark!  that,  the  found  of  that 

trumpet, let  not  my  foldier  run, 

'tis  fome  good  Chriflian  giving  alms.  O, 
PITY,  thou  gentleft  of  human  paffions ! 
foft  and  tender  are  thy  notes,  and  ill  ac- 
cord they  with  fo  loud  an  inftrument. 

Thus  fomething  jars,  and  will  for  ever 
jar  in  thefe  cafes :  impofture  is  all  diffo- 
nance,  let  what  matter  foever  of  it  un- 
dertake the  part ;  let  him  harmonife  and 
modulate  it  as  he  may,  one  tone  will 
contradict  another ;  and  whilft  we  have 
ears  to  hear,  we  mall  diftinguifh  it ;  'tis 
truth  only  which  is  confident  and  ever  in 
harmony  with  itfelf :  it  fits  upon  our  lips, 
like  the  natural  notes  of  fome  melodies, 
ready  to  drop  out,  whether  we  will  or 

no ; it  racks  no  invention  to  let  our- 

felves  alone,  and  needs  fear  no  critic,  to 
have  the  fame  excellency  in  the  heart, 
which  appears  in  the  action. 

It  is  a  pleafmg  allufion  the  Scripture 
makes  ufe  of  in  calling  us  fometimes  a 
houfe,  and  fometimes  a  temple,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  more  or  lefs  exalted  qualities 
of  the  fpiritual  gueft  which  is  lodged 
within  us :  whether  this  is  the  precife 
ground  of  the  diftinction,  I  will  not  af- 
firm ;  but  thus  much  may  be  faid,  that, 
if  we  are  to  be  temples,  'tis  truth  and 
finglenefs  of  heart  which  muft  make  the 
dedication :  'tis  this  which  muft  firft  dif- 
tinguifh  them  from  the  unhallowed  pile, 
where  dirty  tricks  and  impofitions  are 
praftifed  by  the  hofl  upon  the  traveller, 
who  tarries  but  for  a  moment  and  re- 
turns not  again. 

We  all  take  notice,  how  clofe  and  re- 
ferved  people  are;  but  we  do  not  take 
notice,  at  the  fame  time,  that  every  one 
may  have  fomething  to  conceal,  as  well 
as  ourfelves  j  and  that  we  are  only  mark- 
ing the  diftances  and  taking  the  meafures 
of  felf-defence  from  each  other  in  the 
very  inftances  we  complain  of:  this  is  fo 
true,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  character  fo 
rare,  as  a  man  of  real  open  and  generous 

integrity who  carries  his  heart  in  his 

hand, who  fays  the  thing  he  thinks, 

and  does  the  thing  he  pretends.     Though 

VOJL.  VII.  E 


5*  SERMON     XVII. 

no  one  can  difiike  the  character,— yet, 
difcretion  generally  fhakes  her  head, — and 
the  world  foon  lets  him  into  the  reafon. 

"  0  that  I  had  in  the  wildernefs  a  lodging 
66  of  way-faring  men !  that  I  might  leaic 
"fuch  a  people^  and  go  from  them."  Where 
is  the  man  of  a  nice  fenfe  of  truth  and 
ftrong  feelings,  from  whom  the  duplicity 
of  the  world  has  not  at  one  time  or  other 
wrung  the  fame  wifh  ;  and  where  lies  the 
wildernefs  to  whkh  fome  one  has  not  fled, 
from  the  fame  melancholy  impulfe  ? 

Thus  much  for  thofe  who  give  occafion 

to  be  thought  ill  of; let  us  fay  a  word 

or  two  unto  thofe  who  take  it. 

But  to  avoid  all  common-place  cant  as 

much  as   I  can  on  this  head, 1  will 

forbear  to  fay,  becaufe  I  do  not  think  it, 
that  'tis  a  breach  of  Chriftian  charity  to 
think  or  fpeak  ill  of  our  neighbour,  &c. 

We  cannot  avoid  it :  our  opinions 

muft  follow  the  evidence  ;  and  we  are  per- 
petually in  fuch  engagements  and  fitu- 
utions,  that  'tis  our  duties  to  fpeak  what 
our  opinions  are — but  GOD  forbid  that 
this  ever  mould  be  done  but  from  its  befl 
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motive — the  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  vir- 
tue, governed  by  difcretion  and  the  ut- 
mofl  fellow-feeling :  were  we  to  go  on 
otherwife,  beginning  with  the  great  broad 
cloak  of  hypocrify,  and  fo  down  through 
all  its  little  trimmings  and  facings^  tear- 
ing away  without  mercy  all  that  look'd 

feemly, we  mould  leave  but  a  tatter'd 

world  of  it. 

But  I  confine  what  I  have  to  fay  to  a 
character  lefs  equivocal,  and  which  takes 
up  too  much  room  in  the  world :  it  is  that 
of  thofe,  who  from  a  general  diftruft  of 
all  that  looks  difinterefted,  finding  no- 
thing to  blame  in  an  action,  and  perhaps 

much  to  admire  in  it, immediately  fall 

foul  upon  its  motives :  Does  Job  ferve 
God  for  nought  ?  What  a  vile  infinuation ! 
Befides,  the  queftion  was  not,  whether 
Job  was  a  rich  man  or  a  poor  man? — 
but,  whether  he  was  a  man  of  integrity 
or  no  ?  and  the  appearances  were  ftrong 
on  his  fide:  indeed  it  might  have  been 
orherwife;  it  was  poffible  Job  might  be 
infmcere,  and  the  devil  took  the  advan- 
tage of  the  die  for  it. 
E  2 


52  SERMON     XVII. 

It  is  a  bad  pifture,  and  done  by  a  ter- 
rible mafter,  and  yet  we  are  always  copy- 
ing  it.  Does  a  man  from  real  conviction 

of  heart  forfake  his  vices  ? the  pofi- 

tion  is  not  to  be  allowed, noj  his 

vices  have  forfaken  him. 

Does  a  pure  virgin  fear  GOD  and  fay 
her  prayers? me  is  in  her  climac- 
teric. 

Does  humanity  clothe  and  educate  the 

unknown  orphan? Poverty!  thou  haft 

no  genealogies: See!  is  he  not  the 

father  of  the  child  ?  Thus  do  we  rob  he- 
roes of  the  bed  part  of  their  glory — their 
virtue.  Take  away  the  motive  of  the 
aft,  you  take  away  all  that  is  worth  hav- 
ing in  it ; — wreft  it  to  ungenerous  ends, 
you  load  the  virtuous  man  who  did  it 

•with  infamy  ; undo  it  all— I  befeech 

you :  give  him  back  his  honour, re- 

ftore  the  jewel  you  have  taken  from  him 
—replace  him  in  the  eye  of  the  world — 

it  is  too  late. 

It  is  painful  to  utter  the  reproaches 
which  mould  come  in  here. 1  will 
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truft  them  with  yourfelves :  in  coming 
from  that  quarter,  they  will  more  natu- 
rally produce  fuch  fruits  as  will  not  fet 
your  teeth  on  edge  for  they  will  be 
the  fruits  of  love  and  good-will,  to  the 
praife  of  GOD  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
world,  which  I  wifh. 
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SERMON      XVIII. 
The  Levite  and  his  Concubine. 

JUDGES,  XIX.   I,  2,  3. 

And  it  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  days,  when  there  was  no 
king  in  Ifrael,  that  there  wa-  a  certain  Levite  fqjourn- 
ing  on  the  fide  of  Mount  Kphraioi,  who  tuok  unto 
him  a  concubine. 

it  CONCUBINE! — but  the  text  ac- 
""**•  counts  for  it,  for  in  thofe  days 
there  'was  no  king  in  Ifrael,  and  the  Levife, 
you  will  fay,  like  every  other  man  in  it, 
did  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes, 
and  fo,  you  may  add,  did  his  concubine 
too,— -for  fhe  played  the  whore  again/I  him, 
and  went  away.  — — • 

Then   mame   and   grief  go   with 

her,  and  wherever  (he  feeks  a  melter,  may 
the  hand  of  juflice  fhut  the  door  againft 
her! 

Not  fo  5  for  me  went  unto  her  father's 
houfe  in  Bethlehem-judahj  and  was  with 
E  4 


56  SERMON     XVIII. 

him  four  whole  months. Blefled  in- 
terval for  meditation  upon  the  ficklenefs 
and  vanity  of  this  world  and  its  pleafures  1 

I  fee  the  holy  man  upon  his  knees, 

with  hands  comprefied  to  his  bofom,  and 
with  uplifted  eyes,  thanking  heaven,  that 
the  object  which  had  fo  long  fhared  his 

affe&ions,  was  fled. 

The  text  gives  a  different  pi&ure  of 
his  fituation ;  for  he  arofe  and  went  after 
her  to  fpeak  friendly  to  her,  and  to  bring  her 
back  again,  having  his  fervant  with  him, 
and  a  couple  of  afjes  :  andjhe  brought  him 
unto  her  father's  houfe\  and  when  the  fa- 
ther of  the  damfd  faw  him,  he  rejoiced  to 
meet  him  — 

•  A  moft  fentimental  group  !  you'U 
fay :  and  fo  it  is,  my  good  commentator, 
the  world  talks  of  every  thing :  give  but 

the  outlines  of  a  ftory, let  Spleen  or 

Prudery  match  the  pencil,  and  they  will 
fmifli  it  with  fo  many  hard  ftrokes,  and 
with  fo  dirty  a  colouring,  that  Candour 
and  Courtefy  will  fit  in  torture  as  they 
look  at  it. — Gentle  and  virtuous  fpirits ! 
ye  who  know  not  what  it  is  to  be  rigid 
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Interpreters,   but   of   your  own   failings, 

to  you  I  addrefs  myfelf,  the  unhired 

advocates  for   the   conduct    of   the   mif- 

guided, whence  is  it,  that  the  world 

is  not  more  jealous  of  your  office  ?  How 
often  muft  ye  repeat  it,  "  That  fuch  a 
one's  doing  fo  or  fo" — is  not  fufficient  evi- 
dence by  itfelf  to  overthrow  the  accufed  ? 
That  our  actions  ftand  furrounded  with  a 
thoufand  circumftances  which  do  not  pre- 
fent  themfelves  at  firft  fight : — that  the 
firft  fprings  and  motives  which  impell'd 

the  unfortunate,  lie  deeper  (till ; and, 

that  of  the  millions  which  every  hour  are 
arraign'd,  thoufands  of  them  may  have 
err'd  merely  from  the  head,  and  been  ac- 
tually outwitted  into  evil ;  and  even  when 

from   the   heart, that   the   difficulties 

and  temptations  under  which  they  acted, 

the    force    of   the    paffions, the 

fuitablenefs  of  the  object,  and  the  many 

ftruggles  of  virtue   before  me   fell, • 

may  be  fo  many  appeals  from  juftice  to 
the  judgment-feat  of  pity. 

Here  then  let  us  flop  a  moment,  and 
give  the  ftory  of  the  Levite  and  his  con- 
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cubine  a  fecond  hearing  :  like  all  others, 
much  of  it  depends  upon  the  telling  ;  and 
as  the  Scripture  has  left  us  no  kind  of 
comment  upon  it,  'tis  a  ftory  on  which 
the  heart  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  for  what  to 
fay,  of  the  imagination  for  what  to  fup- 

pofe the  danger  is,  humanity  may  fay 

too  much. 

And  it  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  days,  isjhen 
there  was  no  king  in  Ifrael,  that  a  certain 
Levite  fojourning  on  the  fide  of  Mount  £- 
phraim,  took  unto  himfclf  a  Concubine. 

O  Abraham,  thou  father  of  the  faith^ 
ful !  if  this  was  wrong,— — Why  didft 
thou  fet  fo  enfnaring  an  example  before 
the  eyes  of  thy  defendants  ?  and,  Why 
did  the  GOD  of  Abraham,  the  GOD  of 
Ifaac  and  Jacob,  blefs  fo  often  the  feed  of 
fuch  intercourfes,  and  promife  to  mul- 
tiply and  make  princes  come  out  of 
them  ? 

GOD  can  difpenfe  with  his  own  laws  : 
and  accordingly  we  find  the  holieft  of 
the  patriarchs,  and  others  in  Scripture, 
whole  hearts  cleaved  moft  unto  GOD, 
accommodating  themfelves  as  well  as  they 
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could  to  the  difpenfation :  that  Abraham 
had  Hagar  ; — that  Jacob,  befides  his  two 
wives,  Rachael  and  Leah,  took  alfo  unto 
him  Zilpah  and  Bilhah,  from  whom  many 
of  the  tribes  defcended :  that  David  had 
feven  wives  and  ten  concubines ; — Reho- 

boam,  fixty  ; and  that,  in  whatever 

cafes  it  became  reproachable,  it  feemed 
not  fo  much  the  thing  itfelf,  as  the  abufe 
of  it,  which  made  it  fo  :  this  was  remark- 
able in  that  of  Solomon,  whofe  excefs 
became  an  infult  upon  the  privileges  of 
mankind  ;  for  by  the  fame  plan  of  luxury, 
which  made  it  neceflary  to  have  forty 
thoufand  ftalls  of  horfes, — he  had  unfor- 
tunately mifcaiculated  his  other  wants, 
and  fo  had  feven  hundred  wives,  and 
three  hundred  concubines. 

Wife deluded  man  i  was  it  not  that 

thou  madeft  fome  amends  for  thy  bad 
practice,  by  thy  good  preaching,  what 

had  become  of  thee ! three  hundred 

but  let  us  turn  afide,  I  befeech  youi 

from  fo  fad  a  ftumbling-block. 

The  Levite  had  but  one.  The  He- 
brew word  imports  a  woman  a  concu- 
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bine,  or  a  wife  a  concubine,  to  diftin- 
guifh  her  from  the  more  infamous  fpecies, 
who  came  under  the  roofs  of  the  licen- 
tious without  principle.  Our  annotators 
tell  us,  that  in  Jewifli  Kconomicks^  thefe 
differ'd  little  from  the  wife,  except  in 
fome  outward  ceremonies  and  ftipula- 
tions,  but  agreed  with  her,  in  all  the  true 
effences  of  marriage,  and  gave  themfelves 
up  to  the  hufband  (for  fo  he  is  calPd), 
with  faith  plighted,  with  fentiments,  and 
with  affection. 

Such  a  one  the  Levjte  wanted  to  fhare 
his  folitude,  and  fill  up  that  uncomfort- 
able blank  in  the  heart  in  fuch  a  fitua* 
tion ;  for  notwithflanding  all  we  meet 
with  in  books,  in  many  of  which,  no 
doubt,  there  are  a  good  many  handfome 
things  faid  upon  the  fweets  of  retirement, 
&c.  .  .  .  yet  Hill  «  //  is  not  good  for  man 
*'  to  be  alone:"  nor  can  all  which  the 
cold-hearted  pedant  ftuns  our  ears  with 
upon  the  fubject,  ever  give  one  anfwer  of 
fatisfadtion  to  the  mind  ;  in  the  midfl  of 
the  loudeft  vauntings  of  philofophy,  Na- 
ture will  have  her  yearnings  for  fociety 
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and  friendfhip; a  good  heart  wants 

fome  object  to  be  kind  to and  the 

beft  parts  of  our  blood,  and  the  pureft 
of  our  fpirits,  fuffer  moft  under  the  de- 
ftitution. 

Let  the  torpid  monk  feek  heaven  com- 
fortlefs  and  alone.— — — GOD  fpeed  him  ! 
For  my  own  part,  I  fear,  I  mould  never 
fo  find  the  way  :  let  me  be  wife  and  re- 
ligious  but  let  me  be  man  :  wherever 

thy  Providence  places  me,  or  whatever 

be  the  road  I  take  to  get  to  thee give 

me  fome  companion  in  my  journey,  be  it 
only  to  remark  to,  How  our  Ihadows 

lengthen  as  the  fun  goes  down  ; to 

whom  I  may  fay,  How  frefti  is  the  face 
of  nature !  How  fweet  the  flowers  of  the 
field  !  How  delicious  are  thefe  fruits  ! 

Alas !  with  bitter  herbs,  like  his  pafT- 
over,  did  the  Levite  eat  them  :  for  as 
they  thus  walked  the  path  of  life  together, 
• me  wantonly  turn'd  afide  unto  ano- 
ther, and  fled  from  him. 

It  is  the  mild  and  quiet  half  of  the 
world,  who  are  generally  outraged  and 
borne  down  by  the  other  half  of  it :  but 
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in  this  they  have  the  advantage ;  what- 
ever be  the  fenfe  of  their  wrongs,  that 
pride  ftands  not  fo  watchful  a  centinel 
over  their  forgivenefs,  as  it  does  in  the 
breafts  of  the  fierce  and  froward  :  we 
mould  all  of  us,  I  believe,  be  more  for- 
giving than  we  are,  would  the  world  but 
give  us  leave ;  but  it  is  apt  to  interpofe 
its  ill-office  in  remimons,  efpecially  of 
this  kind  :  the  truth  is,  it  has  its  laws, 
to  which  the  heart  is  not  always  a  party  ; 
and  ads  fo  like  an  unfeeling  engine  in  all 
cafes  without  diftinclion,  that  it  requires 
all  the  firmnefs  of  the  moil  fettled  hu- 
manity to  bear  up  againfl  it. 

Many  a  bitter  conflict  would  the  Le- 
vite    have    to    fuflain   with   himfelf — his 

concubine and  the  fentimen.ts  of   his 

tribe,   upon  the  wrong  done   him  : 

much  matter  for  pleading — and  many  an 
embarramng  account  on  all  fides  :  in  a 
period  of  four  whole  months,  every  paf- 
fion  would  take  its  empire  by  turns  ;  and 
in  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  lefs  unfriendly 
ones,  PITY  would  find  fome  moments 
to.be  heard— — RELIGION  herfelf  would 
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riot  be  filent, CHARITY  would  have 

much  to  fay, — and  thus  attun'd,  every 
object  he  beheld  on  the  borders  of  mount 

Ephraim, every  grot   and    grove   he 

pafs'd  by,  would  folicit  the  recolledion 
of  former  kindnefs,  and  awaken  an  ad- 
vocate in  her  behalf  more  powerful  than 
them  all. 

"  I  grant 1  grant  it  all" — he  would 

cry, — "  'tis  foul !  'tis  faithlefs  ! but, 

"  Why  is  the  door  of  mercy  to  be  Ihut 
"  for  ever  againft  it  ?  and,  Why  is  it  to 
"  be  the  only  fad  crime  that  the  injured 
"  may  not  remit,  or  reafon  or  imagina- 

"  tion  pafs  over  without  a  fear  ? Is  it 

"  the  blackeft  ?  In  what  catalogue  of  hu- 
"  man  offences  is  it  fo  marked  ?  or,  Is 
"  it,  that  of  all  others  'tis  a  blow  mofl 

"  grievous  to  be  endured  ? the  heart 

"  cries  out,  It  is  fo :  but  let  me  afk  my 
"  own,  What  paffions  are  they  which 
"  give  edge  and  force  to  this  weapon 
"  which  has  ftruck  me  ?  and,  whether  it 
"  is  not  my  own  pride,  as  much  as  my 
"  virtues,  which  at  this  moment  excite 
lt>  the  greateft  part  of  that  intolerable 
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"  anguifh  in  the  wound  which  I  am  lay-' 
"  ing  to  her  charge  ?  But,  merciful  hea- 
"  ven,  was  it  otherwife,  why  is  an  un- 
"  happy  creature  of  thine  to  be  perfe- 
"  cuted  by  me  with  fo  much  cruel  re- 
"  venge  and  rancorous  defpite  as  my 
"  firft  tranfport  called  for  ?  Have  faults 

"  no  extenuations  ? Makes  it  nothing, 

"  that  when  the  trefpafs  was  committed, 
"  fhe  forfook  the  partner  of  her  guilt, 
"  and  fled  diredly  to  her  father's  houfe  ? 
"  And  is  there  no  difference  betwixt  one 
"  propenfely  going  out  of  the  road  and 
"  continuing  there,  through  depravity  of 

"  will and  a  haplefs  wanderer  ftray- 

"  ing   by   delufion,  and  warily    treading 

"  back  her  fleps  ? Sweet  is  the  look 

"  of  forrow  for  an  offence,  in  a  heart 
66  determined  never  to  commit  it  more  \ 

" Upon  that  altar  only  could  I  of* 

"  fer  up  my  wrongs.  Cruel  is  the  pu- 
"  niihment  which  an  ingenuous  mind 
"  will  take  upon  itfelf,  from  the  remorfe 
"  of  fo  hard  a  trefpafs  againft  me, 
<c  and  if  that  will  not  balance  the  ac- 
"  count, juft  GOD  1  let  me  forgive 
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"  the  reft.  Mercy  well  becomes  the 

"  heart  of  all  thy  creatures, but  mod 

"  of  thy  fervant,  a  Levite,  who  offers  up 
'*  fo  many  daily  facrifices  to  thee,  for  the 
"  tranfgrefiions  of  thy  people. 

— "  But  to  little  purpofe,"  he  would 
add,  "  have  I  ferved  at  thy  altar,  where 
*c  my  bufinefs  was  to  fue  for  mercy,  had 
"  I  not  learn'd  to  pra&ife  it." 

Peace  and  happinefs  reft  upon  the  head 
and  heart  of  every  man  who  can  thus 
think. 

So  he  arofe,  and  went  after  her,  to  fpeak 
friendly  to  her — in  the  original — "  to  fpeak 

"  to  her  heart;" to  apply  to  their 

former  endearments, — and  to  afk,  How 
fhe  could  be  fo  unkind  to  him,  and  fo 
very  unkind  to  herfelf  ?— — 

Even  the  upbraidings  of  the  quiet 

and  relenting  are  fweet :  not  like  the  driv- 
ings of  the  fierce  and  inexorable,  who  bite 
and  devour  all  who  have  thwarted  them  in 
their  way  ; — but  they  are  calm  and  courte- 
ous, like  the  fpirit  which  watches  over  their 
character  :  How  could  fuch  a  temper  woo 
the  damfel,  and  not  bring  her  back?  or, 

VOL.  VII.  F 
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How  could  the  father  of  the  damfel,  in 
fuch  a  fcene,  have  a  heart  open  to  any 
impreflions  but  thofe  mentioned  in  the 
text; That  'when  hefaiv  him,  he  re- 
joiced to  meet  him', urged  his  (lay  from 

day  to  day,  with  that  moft  irrefiftible  of 
all  invitations, — "  Comfort  thy  heart,  and 
tarry  all  night,  and  let  thine  heart  be  merry." 

If  Mercy  and  Truth  thus  met  together 
in  fettling  this  account,  Love  would  furely 
Be  of  the  party  :  great — great  is  its  power 
in  cementing  what  has  been  broken,  and 
wiping  out  wrongs  even  from  the  memory 

itfelf:  and  fo  it  was for  the  Levite 

arofe  up,  and  with  him  his  Concubine  and 
his  fervant,  and  they  departed. 

It  ferves  no  purpofe  to  purfue  the  flory 
further ;  the  cataftrophe  is  horrid,  and 
would  lead  us  beyond  the  particular  pur- 
pofe for  which  I  have  enlarged  upon  thus 
much  of  it,  and  that  is,  to  difcredit  rafh 
judgment,  and  illuftrate  from  the  man- 
ner of  conducing  this  drama,  the  cour- 
tefy  which  the  dramatis  perfona  of  every 
other  piece  may  have  a  right  to.  Al- 
moft  one  half  of  our  time  is  fpent  in  tell- 
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ing  and  hearing  evil  of  one  another-— 
fome  unfortunate  knight  is  always  upon 

the  ftage and  every  hour  brings  forth 

fomething  ftrange  and  terrible  to  fill  up 
our  difcourfe  and  our  aftonimment,  "  How 

people  can   be   fo    foolim!" and   'tis 

well  if  the  compliment  ends  there ;  fo 
that  there  is  not  a  focial  virtue  for  which 
there  is  fo  conftant  a  demand, — or,  con- 
fequently,  fo  well  worth  cultivating,  as 
that  which  oppofes  this  unfriendly  cur- 
rent  many  and  rapid  are  the  fprings 

which  feed  it$  and  various  and  fudden, 
GOD  knows,  are  theguefts  which  render  it 
unfafe  to  us  in  this  fhort  paifage  of  our 
life :  let  us  make  the  difcourfe  as  fer- 
viceable  as  we  can,  by  tracing  fome  of 
the  moft  remarkable  of  them  up  to  their 
fource. 

And,  firft,  there  is  one  miferable  inlet 
to  this  evil,  and  which,  by  the  way,  if 
fpeculation  is  fuppofed  to  precede  prac- 
tice, may  have  been  derived,  for  aught 
I  know,  from  fome  of  our  bufieft  in- 
quirers after  nature, — and  that  is,  when 
with  more  zeal  than  knowledge  we  ac- 
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count  for  phenomena,  before  we  are  fure 
of  their  exiftence. — //  is  not  the  man- 
ner of  the  Romans  to  condemn  any  man  to 
death  (much  lefs  to  be  martyr'd),  faid 

Fed  us; and  doth  our  law  judge  any  man 

before  it  hear  him,  and  know  what  he  doth  ? 
cried  Nicodemus;  and  he  that  anfwereth, 
or  determineth,  a  matter  before  he  has  heard 

/Y, //  is  folly  and  a  fhame  unto  him.—— 

We  are  generally  in  fuch  a  hafte  to  make 
our  own  decrees,  that  we  pafs  over  the 

juftice   of  thefe, and  then  the   fcene 

is  fo  changed  by  it,  that  'tis  our  folly 
only  which  is  real,  and  that  of  the  ac- 
cufed,  which  is  imaginary;  through  too 
much  precipitancy  it  will  happen  fo ;  and 
then  the  jeft  is  fpoil'd — or  we  have  criti- 
cifed  our  own  fhadow. 

A  fecond  way  is,  when  the  procefs^goes 
on  more  orderly,  and  we  begin  with  get- 
ting information, but  do  it  from  thofe 

fufpected  evidences,  againft  which  our 
SAVIOUR  warns  us,  when  he  bids  us,  "  not 

to  judge  according  to  appearance:" in 

truth,  'tis  behind  thefe  that  mofl  of  the 
things  which  blind  human  judgment  lie 
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concealed, and,  on  the  contrary,  there 

are  many  things  which  appear  to  be, 

which  are  not : Chrift  came  eating  and 

drinking — behold  a  wine-bibber! he  fat 

with  fmners he  was  their  friend :  —  — 

in  many  cafes  of  which  kind,  Truth,  like 
a  modeft  matron,  fcorns  art — and  dif- 
dains  to  prefs  herfelf  forwards  into  the 

circle   to   be    feen  ; ground   fufficient 

for  Sufpicion  to  draw  up  the  libel for 

Malice  to  give  the  torture, — or  ram  Judg- 
ment to  ftart  up  and  pafs  a  final  fen- 
tence. 

A  third  way  is,  when  the  fads  which 
denote  mifconducl:  are  lefs  difputable,  but 
are  commented  upon  with  an  afperity  of 
cenfure,  which  a  humane  or  a  gracious 
temper  would  fpare:  an  abhorrence  againft 
what  is  criminal,  is  fo  fair  a  plea  for  this, 
and  looks  fo  like  virtue  in  the  face,  that 
in  a  fermon  againfl  ram  judgment,  it 
would  be  unfeafonable  to  call  it  in  quef- 

tion, and  yet,  I  declare,  in  the  fulleft 

torrent  of  exclamations  which  the  guilty 
can  deferve,  that  the  fimple  apoftrophe, 
"  who  made  me  to  differ  ,?  why  was  not 
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I  an  example?"  would  touch  my  heart 
more,  and  give  me  a  better  earned  of  the 
commentators, — than  the  mod  corrofive 
period  you  could  add.  The  punifhment 
of  the  unhappy,  I  fear,  is  enough  with- 
out it and  were  it  not, 'tis  piteous, 

the  tongue  of  a  Chriflian,  whofe  religion 
is  all  candour  and  courtefy,  mould  be 
made  the  executioner.  We  find  in  the 
difcourfe  between  Abraham  and  the  rich 
man,  though  the  one  was  in  heaven,  and 
the  other  in  hell,  yet  ftill  the  patriarch 
treated  him  with  mild  language: — Son.1 
Son,  remember  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime,  &c. 
&c. — and  in  the  difpute  about  the  body 
of  Mofes,  between  the  Archangel  and  the 
devil  (himfelf),  St.  Jude  tells  us,  he 
durft  not  bring  a  railing  accufation  againft 
him  5 — 'twas  unworthy  his  high  character, 
and,  indeed,  might  have  been  im- 
politic too ;  for  if  he  had  (as  one  of  our 
divines  notes  upon  the  paflage),  the  devil 

had  been  too  hard  for  him  at  railing, 

'twas  his  own  weapon, and  the  bafeft 

fpirits,  after  his  example,  are  the  moil  ex- 
pert at  it. 
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This  leads  me  to  the  obfervation  of  a 
fourth  cruel  inlet  to  this  evil,  and  that 
is,  the  defire  of  being  thought  men  of 
wit  and  parts,  and  the  vain  expectation 
of  coming  honeftly  by  the  title,  by  fhrewd 
and  farcaftic  reflections  upon  whatever  i$ 
done  in  the  world.  This  is  fetting  up 
trade  upon  the  broken  flock  of  other 
people's  failings, — perhaps  their  misfor,- 

tunes: fo,  much  good  may't  do  them 

with  what  honour  they  can  get, the 

furtheft  extent  of  which,  I  think,  is,  to 
be  praifed,  as  we  do  fome  fauces,  with 
tears  in  our  eyes:  It  is  a  commerce  moll 
illiberal;  and  as  it  requires  no  vaft  ca- 
pital, too  many  embark  in  it,  and  fo  long 
as  there  are  bad  paffions  to  be  gratified, 
— and  bad  heads  to  judge,  with  fuch  it 
may  pafs  for  wjt,  or  at  lead,  like  fome 
vile  relation,  whom  all  the  family  is 
afhamed  of,  claim  kindred  with  it,  even 
in  better  companies.  Whatever  be  the 
degree  of  its  affinity,  it  has  helped  to  give 
wit  a  bad  name,  as  if  the  main  eflence  of 
it  was  fatire :  certainly  there  is  a  differ? 
ence  between  Bitternefs  and  Saltnefs) — that 
F  4 
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is, between  the  malignity  and  the  fefti- 

vity  of  wit, the  one  is  a  mere  quicknefs 

of  apprehenfion,  void  of  humanity, — and 
is  a  talent  of  the  devil ;  the  other  comes 
down  from  the  Father  of  fpirits,  fo  pure 
and  abftradled  from  perfons,  that  will- 
ingly it  hurts  no  man :  or  if  it  touches 
upon  an  indecorum,  'us  with  that  dex- 
terity of  true  genius,  which  enables  him 
rather  to  give  a  new  colour  to  the  abfur- 

dity,   and  let  it  pafs. He   may  fmile 

at  the  fhape  of  the  obelifk  raifed  to  ano- 
ther's fame, but  the  malignant  wit 

will  level  it  at  once  with  the  ground,  and 
build  his  own  upon  the  ruins  of  it. 

What  then,  ye  rafh  cenfurers  of  the 
world  !  Have  ye  no  manfions  for  your 
credit,  but  thofe  from  whence  ye  have 
extruded  the  right  owners?  Are  there  no 
regions  for  you  to  fhine  in,  that  ye  de- 
fcend  for  it  into  the  low  caverns  of  abufe 
and  crimination?  Have  ye  no  feats 
but  thofe  of  the  fcornful  to  fit  down  in  ? 
If  Honour  has  miftook  his  road,  or  the 
Virtues,  in  their  exceifes,  have  approached 
too  near  the  confines  of  VICE,  are  they 
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therefore  to  be  caft  down  the  precipice? 
Muft  BEAUTY  for  ever  be  trampled  upon 
in  the  dirt  for  one-  »  one  falfe  ftep? 
And  mall  no  one  virtue  or  good  quality, 
out  of  the  thoufand  the  fair  penitent  may 
have  left,- — —mall  not  one  of  them  be 

fuffered  to  ftand  by  her? Juft  GOD 

of  Heaven  and  earth ! 

But  thou  art  merciful,  loving,  and 
righteous,  and  looked  down  with  pity 
upon  thefe  wrongs  thy  fervants  do  unto 
each  other ;  pardon  us,  we  befeech  thee, 
for  them,  and  all  our  tranfgreflions ;  let 
it  not  be  remembered,  that  we  were  bre- 
thren of  the  fame  flefh,  the  fame  feelings 
and  infirmities,  O  my  GOD  !  write  it 
not  down  in  thy  book,  that  thou  made  (I 

us  merciful  after  thy  own  image  ; that 

thou  haft  given  us  a  religion  fo  courteous, 

• fo    good    temper'd, that     every 

precept  of  it  carries  a  balm  along  with  it 
to  heal  the  forenefs  of  our  natures,  and 
fweeten  our  fpirits,  that  we  might  live 
with  fuch  kind  intercourfe  in  this  world, 
as  will  fit  us  to  exift  together  in  a  better. 
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Felix's     Behaviour     towards     Paul, 
examined. 

ACTS,  XXIV.  26. 

H,c  hoped  alfo,  that  money  ftiould  have  been  given  him  of 
Paul,  that  he  might  loofe  him. 

A    NOBLE  object  to  take  up  the  confider- 
•"•  ation  of  the  Roman  governor ! 

. ."  He  hoped  that  money  Jhould  have 

been  given  him  !" for  what  end  ?  to  en^ 

able   him   to    judge    betwixt    right    and 

wrong ! and,  From  whence  was  it  to 

be  wrung  ?  from  the  poor  fcrip  of  a  dif? 
ciple  of  the  carpenter's  fon,  who  left  no- 
thing to  his  followers  but  poverty  and 

fufferings.- 

And  was  this  Felix  ! the  great,  the 

noble    Felix! Felix   the    happy  ! 

the  gallant   Felix,    who   kept    Drufilla ! 
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—Could  he  do  this  ? bafe  paffion ! 

What  canft  thou  not  make  us  do  ? 

Let  us  confider  the  whole  tranfa&ion. 

Paul,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter, 
had  been  accufed  before  Felix,  by  Ter- 

tullus,  of  very  grievous  crimes, of 

being  a  peftilent  fellow a  mover  of 

feditions,  and  a  profaner  of  the  temple, 

&c. To  which  accufations,  the  apoftle 

having  liberty  from  Felix  to  reply,  he 
makes  his  defence  from  the  loth  to  the 
22d  verfe  to  this  purport.  He  mews  him, 
firft,  that  the  whole  charge  was  defti- 
tute  of  all  proof;  which  he  openly  chak 
lenges  them  to  produce  againft  him,  if 

they  had  it ; that,  on  the  contrary, 

he  was  fo  far  from  being  the  man  Ter- 
tullus  had  reprefented,  that  the  very  prin- 
ciples of  the  religion  with  which  he  then 

flood  charged, and  which  they  called 

Herefy,  led  him  to  be  the  mod  unex- 
ceptionable  in  his  conduct,  by  the  con* 
tinual  exercife  which  it  demanded  of  him, 
of  having  a  confcience  void  of  offence  at 
all  times,  both  towards  GOD  and  man; 
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that  confidently  with  this,  his  adverfaries 
had  neither  found  him  in  the  temple  dif- 
puting  with  any  man,  neither  raifing  up 
the  people,  neither  in  the  fynagogue,  or 

in  the  city, for  this  he  appeals  to 

themfelves : that  it  was  but  twelve 

days  fince  he  came  up  to  Jerufalem  for 

to  worfiiip : that,  during  that  time, 

when  he  purified  in  the  temple,  he  did  it 
as  became  him,  without  noife,  without 
tumult :  this  he  calls  upon  the  Jews  who 
came  from  Afia,  and  were  eye-witnefles 

of  his  behaviour,  to  atteft ; and,  in  a 

word,  he  urges  the  whole  defence  before 
Felix  in  fo  ftrong  a  manner,  and  with 
fuch  plain  and  natural  arguments  of  his 
innocence,  as  to  leave  no  colour  for  his 
adverfaries  to  reply. 

There  was,  however,  ftill  one  adver- 

fary  in  this  court, though  filent,  yet 

not  fatisfied. 

— Spare  thy  eloquence,  Tertullus  !  roll 
up  the  charge :  a  more  notable  orator 
than  thyfelf  is  rifen  up, 'tis  AVA- 
RICE, and  that  too  in  the  moft  fatal  place 
for  the  prifoner  it  could  have  taken  pof- 
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feffion  of, 'tis  in  the  heart  of  the  man 

who  judges  him. 

If  Felix  believed  Paul  innocent,  and 
acted  accordingly— (that  is)  releafed  him 
without  reward, — — this  iubtile  advocate 
told  him  he  would  lofe  one  of  the  profits 
of  his  employment — and  if  he  acknow- 
ledged the  faith  of  CHRIST,  which  Paul 
occafionally  explained  in  his  defence, 
it  told  him,  he  might  lofe  the  employment 

itfelf; fo     that     notwithstanding    the 

character  of  the  apoftle  appeared  (as  it 
was)  molt  fpotlefs,  and  the  faith  he  pro- 
feffed  fo  very  clear,  that  as  he  urged  it, 
the  heart  gave  its  confent, — yet,  at  the: 
fame  time,  the  paffions  rebell'd,  and  fo 
ftrong  an  intereft  was  formed  thereby^ 
againft  the  firft  impreffions  in  favour  of 
the  man  and  his  caufej  that  both  were 
difmified ; the  one  to  a  more  conve- 
nient hearing,  which  never  came ;  the 
other  to  the  hardihips  of  a  prifon  for  two 
whole  years, hoping,  as  the  text  in- 
forms us,  that  money  mould  have  been 
given  him ;  and  even  at  the  laft,  when 
he  left  the  province,  willing  to  do  the 
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Jews  a  pleafure, — that  is, — to  ferve  his 
intereft  in  another  fhape,  with  all  the  con- 
viction upon  his  mind,  that  he  had  done 
nothing  worthy  of  bonds,  he,  neverthe- 
lefs,  left  the  holy  man  bound,  and  con- 
figned  over  to  the  hopelefs  profpect  of 
ending  his  days  in  the  fame  ftate  of  con- 
finement, in  which  he  had  ungeneroufly 
left  him. 

One  would  imagine,  as  covetoufnefs  is 
a  vice  not.  naturally  cruel  in  itfelf,  that 
there  inuft  certainly  have  been  a  mixture 
of  other  motives  in  the  governor's  breaft, 
to  account  for  a  proceeding  fo  contrary 
to  humanity  and  his  own  conviction ;  and 
could  it  be  of  ufe  to  raife  conjectures  up- 
on it,  there  feems  but  too  probable 
grounds  for  fuch  a  fuppofition.  It  feems 
that  Drufilla,  whofe  curiofity,  upon  a 
double  account,  had  led  her  to  hear  Paul, 
—(for  me  was  a  daughter  of  Abraham 

as  well  as  of  Eve) -was  a  character 

which  might  have  figured  very  well  even 
in  our  own  times ;  for,  as  Jofephus  tells 
us,  me  had  left  the  Jew  her  hufband,  and 
without  any  pretence  in  their  law  to  ju- 
ftify  a  divorce,  had  given  herfelf  up  with- 
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out  ceremony  to  Felix,  for  which  caufe* 
though  fiie  is  here  called  his  wife,  fhe  was, 
in  reafon  and  juftice,  the  wife  of  another 
man, — and  confequently  lived  in  an 
open  ftate  of  adultery.  So  that  when 
Paul,  in  explaining  the  faith  of  CHRIST, 
took  occafion  to  argue  upon  the  morality 

of  the  Gofpel and  urged  the  eternal 

laws  of  juftice,  the  unchangeable  obli- 
gations to  temperance,  of  which  chaftity 

was  a  branch, it  was  fcarce  poflible  to 

frame  his  difcourfe  fo  (had  he  wifhed  to 
temporize),  but  that  either  her  intereft  or 
her  love  muft  have  taken  offence :  and 
though  we  do  not  read,  like  Felix,  that 
(he  trembled  at  the  account,  'tis  yet  na- 
tural to  imagine  fhe  was  affe&ed  with 
other  paffions,  of  which  the  apoflle  might 

feel  the  effects and  'twas  well  he  fuf- 

fered  no  more,  if  two  fuch  violent  ene- 
mies as  luft  and  avarice  were  combined 
againft  him. 

But  this  by  the  way for  as  the  text 

feems  only  to  acknowledge  one  of  thefe 
motives,  it  is  not  our  bufmefs  to  aflign 
the  other. 
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It  is  obfervable,  that  this  fame  apoftle, 
fpeaking,  in  the  epiftle  to  Timothy,  of 
the  ill  effects  of  this  fame  ruling  paffion, 
affirms,  that  it  is  the  root  of  all  evil ;  and 
I  make  no  doubt  but  the  remembrance  of 
his  own  fufferings  had  no  fmall  mare  in 

the  feverity  of  the  reflection. Infinite 

are  the  examples,  where  the  love  of  mo- 
ney is  only  a  fubordinate  and  ministerial 
paffion,  exercifed  for  the  fupport  of  fome 
other  vices:  and  'tis  generally  found, 
when  there  is  either  ambition,  prodigality, 
or  luft,  to  be  fed  by  it,  that  it  then  rages 
with  the  lead  mercy  and  difcretion  j  in 
which  cafes,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  it  is  not 
the  root  of  other  evils,  but  other  evils  are 
the  root  of  it. 

This  forces  me  to  recal  what  I  have  faid 
upon  covetoufnefs,  as  a  vice  not  natu- 
rally cruel :  it  is  not  apt  to  reprefent  it- 
felf  to  our  imaginations,  at  firft  fight, 
under  that  idea  ;  we  confider  it  only  as  a 
mean,  worthlefs  turn  of  mind,  incapable 
of  judging  or  doing  what  is  right :  but 
as  it  is  a  vice  which  does  not  always  fet 
up  for  itfelf, — to  know  truly  what  it  is  in 
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this  refpeft,  we  mufl  know  what  matters 
it  ferves ; they  are  many,  and  of  va- 
rious cafts  and  humours, and  each  one 

lends  it  fomething  of  its  own  complexional 
tint  and  chara&er. 

This,  I  fuppofe,  may  be  the  caufe  that 
there  is  a  greater  and  more  whimfical 
myftery  in  the  love  of  money,  than  in  the 
darkeft  and  moft  nonfenfical  problem  that 
ever  was  pored  on. 

Even  at  the  beft,  and  when  the  paflion 
feems  to  feek  fomething  more  than  its 

own   amufement, there   is    little 

Very  little,  I  fear,  to  be  faid  for  its  hu- 
manity.  It  may  be  a  fport  to  the  mi- 

feiy_ -but  confider, it  mufl  be  death 

and  deftruclion  to  others. The  mo- 
ment this  fordid  humour  begins  to  go- 
vern— —farewell  all  honeft  and  natural 
affe&ion !  farewell  all  he  owes  to  parents, 

to  children,  to  friends ! how  faft  the 

obligations    vanifh!    fee he    is    now 

ftripped  of  all  feelings  whatever: the 

mrill  cry  of  juftice and  the  low  la- 
mentation of  humble  diftrefs,  are  notes 
equally  beyond  his  compafe. Eternal 
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GOD  !  fee ! — he  pafles  by  one  whom  thou 
haft  juft  bruifed,  without  one  penfive  re- 

fle&ion : he  enters  the  cabin  of  the 

widow  whofe  hufband  and  child  thou  haft 

taken  to  thyfelf, exacts  his  bond, 

without  a  figh ! — Heaven !  if  I  am  to  be 

tempted, let  it  be  by  glory > by 

ambition, by  fome  generous  and  man- 
ly vice : — if  I  muft  fall,  let  it  be  by  fome 
paffion  which  thou  haft  planted  in  my  na- 
ture, which  ihall  not  harden  my  heart,  but 
leave  me  room  at  laft  to  retreat  and  come 
back  to  thee ! 

It  would  be  eafy  here  to  add  the  com- 
mon arguments  which  reafon  offers  againft 
this  vice ;  but  they  are  fo  well  underftood, 
both  in  matter  and  form, it  is  needlefs. 

I  might  cite  to  you  what  Seneca  fays 

upon  it but  the  misfortune  is,  that  at 

the  fame  time  he  was  writing  againft 
riches,  he  was  enjoying  a  great  eftate, 
and  ufmg  every  means  to  make  that  eftate 
ftill  greater. 

With  infinite  pleafure  might  a  preacher 
enrich  his  difcourfe  in  this  place,  by 
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weaving  into  it  all  the  fmart  things  which 
ancient  or  modern  wits  have  faid  upon 
the  love  of  money : — he  might  inform 
you, 

" That  poverty  wants  fomething, 

" that  covetoufnefs  wanteth  all." 

"  That  a  mifer  can  only  be  faid  to 
"  have  riches,  as  a  fick  man  has  a  fever, 
"  which  holds  and  tyrannizes  over  the 
"  man not  he  over  it." 

"  That  covetoufnefs  is  the  fhirt  of  the 
"  foul, the  laft  vice  it  parts  with." 

"  That  nature  is  content  with  few 

"  things, or  that  nature  is  never  fa- 

"  tisfied  at  all,"  &c. 

The  reflection  of  our  SAVIOUR,  That 
the  life  of  man  confifteth  not  in  the  abundance 

ef  the  things  •which  he  po/feffeth, fpeaks 

more  to  the  heart, — and  the  fmgle  hint 
of  the  Camel^  and  what  a  very  narrow  paf- 

fage  he  has  to  go  through, has  more 

coercion  in  it,  than  all  the  fee-faws  of 
philofophy. 

I  (hall  endeavour  therefore  to  draw 
fuch  other  reflections  from  this  piece  of 
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facred  hiftory,  as  are  applicable  to  hu- 
man life, and  more  likely  to  be  of 

ufe. 

There  is  nothing  generally  in  which 
our  happinefs  and  honour  are  more  nearly 
concerned,  than  in  forming  true  notions 
both  of  men  and  things ;  for  in  propor- 
tion as  we  think  rightly  of  them,  we  ap- 
prove ourfelves  to  the  world, — and  as  we 
govern  ourfelves  by  fuch  judgments,  fo 
we  fecure  our  peace  and  well-being  in 
patting  through  it :  the  falfe  fleps  and 
mifcarriages  in  life,  ifiuing  from  a  defect 
in  this  capital  point,  are  fo  many  and 
fatal,  that  there  can  be  nothing  more  in- 
ftruflive  than  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes 
of  this  perverfion,  which  often  appears  fo 
very  grofs  in  us,  that  were  you  to  take  a 

view  of  the  world, fee  what  notions  it 

entertains,  and  by  what  confiderations  it 
is  governed,— you  would  fay  of  the  mif- 
takes  of  human  judgment,  what  the  pro- 
phet does  of  the  folly  of  human  actions, 
— "  That  iue  were  wife  to  do  evil,  but  to 
*  judge  rightly,  had  no  under/landing" 
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in  many  dark  and  abftra&ed  quef- 
tions  of  mere  fpeculation,  we  mould  err 

is  not  ftrange:  we  live  among  myf- 

teries  and  riddles,  and  almoft  every  thing 
which  comes  in  our  way,  in  one  light  or 
other,  may  be  faid  to  baffle  our  under- 

ftandings, yet   feldom  fo   as   to  mif- 

take  in  extremities,  and  take  one  con- 
trary for  another  ; — 'tis  very  rare,  for  in- 
ilance,  that  we  take  the  virtue  of  a  plant 
to  be  hot,  when  it  is  extremely  cold, — 
or,  that  we  try  the  experiment  of  opi- 
um, to  keeps  us  waking  : yet,  this  we 

are  continually  attempting  in  the  conduct 
of  life,  as  well  as  in  the  great  ends  and 
meafures  of  it.  That  fuch  wrong  deter- 
minations in  us  do  not  arife  from  any  de- 
feel:  of  judgment  inevitably  mifleading  us 
—would  reflect  difhonour  upon  GOD  ;  as 
if  he  had  made  and  fent  men  into  the 
world  on  purpofe  to  play  the  fool.  His 
all-bountiful  hand  made  his  judgment, 
like  his  heart,  upright ;  and  the  inftances 
of  his  fagaciry,  in  other  things,  abun- 
dantly confirm  it:  we  are  led  therefore 
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in  courfe  to  a  fuppofition,  that,  in  all 
inconfiftent  inftances,  there  is  a  fecret 
bias,  fomehow  or  other,  hung  upon  the 
mind,  which  turns  it  afide  from  reafon 
and  truth. 

What  this  is,  if  we  do  not  care  to  fearch 
for  it  in  ourfelves,  we  mail  find  it  regif- 
tered  in  this  tranfacltion  of  Felix:  and 
we  may  depend  that  in  all  wrong  judg- 
ments whatever  in  fuch  plain  cafes  as 
this,  that  the  fame  explanation  muft  be 
given  of  it  which  is  given  in  the  text, 
namely,  that  it  is  fome  felfifli  con- 
fideration fome  fecret  dirty  engage- 
ment with  fome  little  appetite,  which 
does  us  fo  much  difhonour. 

The  judgments  of  the  more  difinte- 
refted  and  impartial  of  us,  receive  no 
fmall  tincture  from  our  affections :  we 
generally  confult  them  in  all  doubtful 
points,  and  it  happens  well  if  the  matter 
in  queftion  is  not  almoft  fettled  before 
the  arbitrator  is  called  into  the  debate : 

but  in  the  more  flagrant  inftances, 

where  the  paffions  govern  the  whole  man, 

'tis  melancholy  to  fee  the  office  to  which 

04 
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reafon,  the  great  prerogative  of  his  na- 
ture, is  reduced ;  ferving  the  lower  ap- 
petites in  the  difhoneft  drudgery  of  find- 
ing out  arguments  to  juftify  the  prefent 
purfuit. 

To  judge  rightly  of  our  own  worth,  we 
fliould  retire  a  little  from  the  world,  to 

fee  all  its  pleafures and  pains  too,  in 

their  proper  fize  and  dimenfions ; 

this,  no  doubt,  was  the  reafon  St.  Paul, 
when  he  intended  to  convert  Felix,  be- 
gan  his  difcourfe  upon  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, on  purpofe  to  take  the  heart  off 
from  this  world  and  its  pleafures,  which 
difhonour  the  underftanding  fo  as  to  turn 
the  wifeft  of  men  into  fools  and  children. 

If  you  enlarge  your  obfervations  upon 
this  plan,  you  will  find  where  the  evil 
lies  which  has  fupported  thofe  defperate 
opinions  which  have  fo  long  divided  the 

Chriftian  world and  are  likely  to  di* 

vide  it  for  ever. 

Confider  popery  well ;  you  will  be  con* 
vinced,  that  the  truefl  definition  which 

can  be  given  of  it,  is, That  it  is  a 

pecuniary  fyflem,  well  contrived  to  ope- 
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rate  upon  men's  paflions  and  weaknefs, 
whilft  their  pockets  are  o'picking  :  run 
through  all  the  points  of  difference  be- 
tween us, — and  when  you  fee,  that  in 
every  one  of  them,  they  ferve  the  fame 
end  which  Felix  had  in  view,  either  of 
money  or  power  ;  there  is  little  room  left 
to  doubt  whence  the  cloud  arifes  which  is 
fpread  over  the  underftanding. 

If  this  reafoning  is  conclufive  with  re- 
gard to  thofe  who  merely  differ  from  us 

in  religion, let  us  try  if  it  will  not 

hold  good  with  regard  to  thofe  who  have 
none  at  all, — or  rather  who  affect  to  treat 
all  perfuafions  of  it,  with  ridicule  alike. 
Thanks  to  good  fenfe,  good  manners, 
and  a  more  enlarged  knowledge,  this  hu- 
mour is  going  down,  and  feems  to  be 
fettling  at  prefent,  chiefly  amongfl  the 

inferior  clafles  of  people • — where  it 

is  likely  to  reft  :  as  for  the  loweft  ranks, 
though  they  are  apt  enough  to  follow  the 
modes  of  their  betters,  yet  are  they  not 
likely  to  be  ftruck  with  this  one,  of  mak- 
ing merry  with  that  which  is  their  confo- 
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lation ;  they  are  too  ferious  a  fet  of  poor 
people  ever  heartily  to  enter  into  it. — 

There  is  enough,  however,  of  it  in  the 
world  to  fay,  that  this  all-facred  fyflem, 
which  holds  the  world  in  harmony  and 
peace,  is  too  often  the  firft  object  that 
the  giddy  and  inconfiderate  make  choice 
of  to  try  the  temper  of  their  wits  upon. 
Now,  of  the  numbers  who  make  this  ex- 
periment, do  you  believe  that  one  in  a 

thoufand  does  it  from  conviction, or 

from  arguments  which  a  courfe  of  ftudy, 

much  cool  reafoning, and  a  fo- 

ber  inquiry  into  antiquity,  and  the  true 
merits  of  the  queflion,  has  furnimed  him 

with  ? The  years  and  way  of  life  of 

the  mofl  forward  of  thefe,  lead  us  to  a 
different  explanation. 

Religion,  which  lays  fo  many  reftraints 
upon  us,  is  a  troublefome  companion  to 
thofe  who  will  lay  no  reftraints  upon  them- 

felves; and  for  this  reafon  there  is 

nothing  more  common  to  be  obferved, 
than  that  the  little  arguments  and  cavils 
which  fuch  men  have  gathered  up  againft 
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it  in  the  early  part  of  their  lives,— how 
confiderable  foever  they  may  have  appear- 
ed, when  viewed  through  their  paflions 
and  prejudices,  which  give  an  unnatural 

turn  to  all  objefts, yet,  when  the  edge 

of  appetite  has  been  worn  down,  and  the 
heat  of  the  purfuit  pretty  well  over, 
and  reafon  and  judgment  have  got  poffek 
fion  of  their  empire 

They  feldom  fail  of  bringing  the 

loft  fheep  back  to  his  fold. 

May  GOD  bring  us  all  there.     Amen. 
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The  Prodigal  Son. 

LUKE,    XV.    13. 

And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger  fon  gathered  all 
lie  had  together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far 
country.—— 

T  KNOW  not  whether  the  remark  is  to 
*  our  honour  or  otherwife,  that  leflbns 
of  wifdom  have  never  fuch  power  over 
us,  as  when  they  are  wrought  into  the 
heart,  through  the  ground-work  of  a 
ftory  which  engages  the  paffions:  Is  it 
that  we  are  like  iron,  and  muft  firft  be 
heated  before  we  can  be  wrought  upon  ? 
or,  Is  the  heart  fo  in  love  with  deceit, 
that  where  a  true  report  will  not  reach  it, 
we  muft  cheat  it  with  a  fable,  in  order 
to  come  at  truth  ? 

Whether  this  parable  of  the  prodigal 
(for  fo  it  is  ufually  called)— -is  really 
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fuch,  or  built  upon  fome  (lory  known  at 
that  time  in  Jerufalem,  is  not  much  to 
the  purpofe ;  it  is  given  us  to  enlarge 
upon,  and  turn  to  the  befl  moral  account 
we  can. 

"  A  certain  man,"  fays  our  SAVIOUR, 
"  had  two  fons,  and  the  younger  of  them 
"  faid  to  his  father,  Give  me  the  por- 
*c  don  of  goods  which  falls  to  me :  and 
**  he  divided  unto  them  his  fubftance. 
"  And  not  many  days  after  the  younger 
"  fon  gathered  all  together,  and  took  his 
"  journey  into  a  far  country,  and  there 
"  wafted  his  fubftance  with  riotous 
"  living." 

The  account  is  fhort :  the  mterefting 
and  pathetic  paffages  with  which  fuch  a 
tranfaction  would  be  necefiarily  connect- 
ed, are  left  to  be  fupplied  by  the  heart ; 

the  ftory  is  filent but  nature  is 

not : much  kind  advice,  and  many  a 

tender  expoftulation,  would  fall  from  the 
father's  lips,  no  doubt,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion. 

He  would  difluade  his  fon  from  the- 
folly  of  fo  ram  an  enterprife,  by  mewing 
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him-  the  dangers  of  the  journey, the 

inexperience  of  his  age, the  hazards 

his  life,  his  fortune,  his  virtue  would 
run,  without  a  guide,  without  a  friend  : 
he  would  tell  him  of  the  many  fnares  and 
temptations  which  he  had  to  avoid,  or 

encounter  at  every  ftep, the  pleafures 

which  would  folicit  him  in  every  luxu- 
rious court, — the  little  knowledge  he 
could  gain — except  that  of  evil :  he  would 
fpeak  of  the  feduftions  of  women — their 

charms their   poifons  : what  hap- 

lefs  indulgencies  he  might  give  way  to, 
when  far  from  reftraint,  and  the  check  of 
giving  his  father  pain. 

The  diffuafive  would   but  inflame  his 
defire. 

He  gathers  all  together. 

1  fee  the  pidure  of  his  departure 

—the  camels  and  afles  loaden  with  his 
fubftance,  detached  on  one  fide  of  the 

piece,  and  already  on  their  way  : the 

prodigal  fon  {landing  on  the  fore  ground, 

.  with     a     forced     fedatenefs,     ftruggling 

againft   the  fluttering  movement  of  joy, 

upon  his  deliverance  from  reftraint          • 
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the  elder  brother  holding  his  hand,  as  if 

unwilling  to  let  it  go  : the  father, 

fad  moment !  with  a  firm  look,  covering 
a  prophetic  fentiment,  "  that  all  would 
not  go  well  with  his  child," — approach- 
ing to  embrace  him  and  bid  him  adieu. 
Poor  inconfiderate  youth !  From 
whofe  arms  art  thou  flying  ?  From  what 
a  fhelter  art  thou  going  forth  into  the 
florin  ?  Art  thou  weary  of  a  father's  af- 
feclion,  of  a  father's  care?  or,  Hopeil 
thou  to  find  a  warmer  intereft,  a  truer 
counfellor,  or  a  kinder  friend  in  a  land  of 
ftrangers,  where  youth  is  made  a  prey, 
and  fo  many  thoufands  are  confederated 
to  deceive  them,  and  live  by  their  fpoils  ? 

We  will  feek  no  farther  than  this  idea 
for  the  extravagancies  by  which  the  pro- 
digal fon  added  one  unhappy  example  to 

the  number :   his  fortune  wafted the 

followers    of    it   fled    in   courfe, the 

wants  of  nature  remain, -the  hand  of 

GOD   gone    forth  againft   him "  for 

when  he  hadfpent  tf//,  a  mighty  famine  ar  of e 
in  that  country" — Heaven  !  have  pity  up- 
on the  youth,  for  he  is  in  hunger  and 
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diftrefs ftray'd  out  of  the  reach  of  a 

parent,  who  counts  every  hour  of  his  ab- 

fence  with  anguifh, cut  off  from  all 

his  tender    offices,    by  his    folly and 

from  relief  and  charity  from  others,  by 
the  calamity  of  the  times. 

Nothing  fo  powerfully  calls  home  the 
mind  as  diftrefs :  the  tenfe  fibre  then  re- 
laxes,  the  foul  retires  to  itfelf, 

fits  penfive  and  fufceptible  of  right  im- 
preffions  :  if  we  have  a  friend,  'tis  then 
we  think  of  him  ;  if  a  benefactor,  at  that 
moment  all  his  kindnefies  prefs  upon  our 
mind. — Gracious  and  bountiful  GOD  !  Is 
it  not  for  this  that  they  who  in  their  pro- 
fperity  forget  thee,  do  yet  remember  and 
return  to  thee  in  the  hour  of  their  for- 
row  ?  When  our  heart  is  in  heavinefs, 
upon  whom  can  we  think  but  thee,  who 
knoweft  our  neceflities  afar  off, — putteft 
all  our  tears  in  thy  bottle, — feed  every 
careful  thought, — heareft  every  figh  and 
melancholy  groan  we  utter. 

Strange  !• — that  we  mould  only  begin 
to  think  of  GOD  with  comfort,  when  with 

VOL.  VJJ,  H 
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joy  and  comfort  we  can  think  of  nothing 
die. 

Man  furely  is  a  compound  of  riddles 
and  contradictions  :  by  the  law  of  his  na- 
ture he  avoids  pain,  and  yet  unlefs  he  fir/fen 
in  the  flejh^  he  will  not  ceafe  from  Jin, 
though  it  is  fure  to  bring  pain  and  mifery 
upon  his  head  for  ever. 

Whilft  all  went  pieafurable  on  with  the 
prodigal,  we  hear  not  one  word  concern- 
ing his  father no  pang  of  remorfe  for 

the  fufferings  in  which  he  had  left  him, 
or  refolution  of  returning,  to  make  up 
the  account  of  his  folly :  his  firft  hour  of 
diflrefs  feem'd  to  be  his  firft  hour  of  \vif- 

dom: When  he  came  to  hlmfelf^  he  faid9 

How  many  hired  fervants  of  my  father  have 
bread  enough  and  tofpare,  whil/i  I perijh  ! 

Of  all  the  terrors  of  nature,  that  of 
one  day  or  other  dying  by  hunger,  is  the 
greateft,  and  it  is  wifely  wove  into  our 
frame  to  awaken  man  to  induftry,  and 
call  forth  his  talents ;  and  though  we 
feem  to  go  on  carelefsly,  fporting  with  it 
as  we  do  with  other  terrors, yet,  he 
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that  fees  this  enemy  fairly,  and  in  his 
mod  f rightly  mape,  will  need  no  long 
remonftrance  to  make  him  turn  out  of 
the  way  to  avoid  him. 

It  was  the  cafe  of  the  prodigal— — he 
arofe  to  go  to  his  father. 

Alas  !  How  mall  he  tell  his  ftory  ? 

Ye  who  have  trod  this  round,  tell  me  in 
what  words  he  mail  give  in  to  his  father, 
the  fad  Items  of  his  extravagance  and 
folly  ? 

The  feafts  and  banquets  which  he 

gave  to  whole  cities  in  the  eaft, — the  cods 

of  Afiatic  rarities, and  of  Afiatic  cooks 

to  drefs  them, the  expences  of  fing- 

ing  men  and  tinging  women, the 

flute,  the  harp,  the  fackbut,  and  of  all 
kinds  of  mutic — the  drefs  of  the  Perfian 
courts,  how  magnificent !  their  flaves  how 
numerous ! — their  chariots,  their  horfes, 
their  palaces,  their  furniture,  what  im- 
nienfe  fums  they  had  devoured  ! — what 
expectations  from  ftrangers  of  condition  ! 
what  exactions  ! 

How  mail  the  youth  make  his  father 
comprehend,  that  he  was  cheated  at  Da? 
H  2 
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mafcus  by  one  of  the  beft  men  in  the 
world; — that  he  had  lent  a  part  of  his 
fubftance  to  a  friend  at  Nineveh,  who  had 
fled  off  with  it  to  the  Ganges ; — that  a 
whore  of  Babylon  had  fwallowed  his  beft 
pearl,  and  anointed  the  whole  city  with 
his  balm  of  Gilead  ; — that  he  had  been 
fold  by  a  man  of  honour  for  twenty 
fliekels  of  filver,  to  a  worker  in  graven 
images  ; that  the  images  he  had  pur- 
chafed  had  profited  him  nothing  ; — that 
they  could  not  be  tranfported  acrofs  the 
wildernefs,  and  had  been  burnt  with  fire 
at  Shufan ; — that  the  *  apes  and  pea- 
cocks, which  he  had  fent  for  from  Thar- 
fis,  lay  dead  upon  his  hands ;  and  that 
the  mummies  had  not  been  dead  long 
enough,  which  had  been  brought  him 

out    of  Egypt : that    all    had    gone 

wrong  fmce  the  day  he  forfook  his  father's 
houfe  ? 

Leave  the  ftory, it  will  be  told 

more  concifely. When  he  ii'as  yet  afar 

ef,    his  father  faw  him, Compaflion 

*  Vide  2  Chronicles,  ix.  21. 
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told  it  In  three  words — he  fell  upon  his 
neck  and  kiffed  him. 

Great  is  the  power  of  eloquence ;  but 
never  is  it  fo  great  as  when  it  pleads  along 
with  nature,  and  the  culprit  is  a  child 
ftrayed  from  his  duty,  and  returned  to  it 
again  with  tears :  Cafuifts  may  fettle  the 
point  as  they  will :  But  what  could  a 
parent  fee  more  in  the  account,  than  the 
natural  one,  of  an  ingenuous  heart  too 
open  for  the  world, — fmitten  with  ftrong 
fenfations  of  pleafures,  and  iuffered  to 
fally  forth  unarm'd  into  the  midfl  of  ene- 
mies flronger  than  himfelf  ? 

Generofity  forrows  as  much  for  the 
overmatched,  as  Pity  herfelf  does. 

The  idea  of  a  fon  fo  ruin'd,  would 
double  the  father's  carefles :  every  effu- 
fion  of  his  tendernefs  would  add  bitter- 
nefs  to  his  fon's  remorfe. "  Gra- 
cious Heaven !  what  a  father  have  I  ren- 
dered miferable !" 

And  he  f aid,  I  have  Jinned  again/I  heaven, 
and  in  thy  fight ',  and  am  no  more  worthy  /• 
be  called  thy  fon. 

H3 
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But  the  father  faid,  Bring  forth  the  bejl 
robe. 

O  ye  affections !  how  fondly  do  you 
play  at  crofs  purpofes  with  each  other ! 

JTis   the   natural    dialogue    of    true 

tranfport :    joy    is   not  methodical ;    and 
where  an  offender,  beloved,  overcharges 

itfelf   in  the  offence, words    are   too 

cold ;  and  a  conciliated  heart  replies  by 
tokens  of  efteem. 

And  he  faid  unto  bisjervants,  Bring  forth 
the  beft  rcbe^  and  put  it  on  him  :  and  put  a 
ring  on  his  hand,  and  Jhces  on  his  feet ,  and 
bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  let  us  eat 
find  drink  and  be  merry. 

When  the  affections  fo  kindly  break 
loofe,  Joy  is  another  name  for  Religion. 

We  look  up  as  we  tafte  it :  the  cold 
Stoic  without,  when  he  hears  the  dancing 
and  the  mufic,  may  aik  fuilenly  (with 
tfie  elder  brother)  What  it  means?  and 
refufe  to  enter  :  but  the  humane  and  com- 
paffionate  all  fly  impetuouily  to  the  ban- 
quet, given  for  a  fon  who  ivas  dead  and 
fs  alive  again — who  was  lrft  and  is  found. 
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Gentle  fpirits  light  up  the  pavilion  with 
a  facred  fire ;  and  parental  love  and  filial 
piety  lead  in  the  mafk  with  riot  and  fef- 

tivity ! Was  it  not  for  this  that  GOD 

gave  man  mufic  to  ftrike  upon  the  kindly 
paflions ;  that  Nature  taught  the  feet  to 
dance  to  its  movements,  and  as  chief  go- 
vernefs  of  the  feaft,  poured  forth  wine 
into  the  goblet,  to  crown  it  with  glad- 
nefs? 

The  intention  of  this  parable  is  fo  clear 
from  the  occafion  of  it,  that  it  will  not 
be  neceflary  to  perplex  it  with  any  tedi- 
ous explanation  :  it  was  defigned  by  way 
of  indirect  remonftrance  to  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees,  who  animadverted  upon  our 
SAVIOUR'S  conduct,  for  entering  fo  freely 
into  conferences  with  finners,  in  order  to 
reclaim  them.  To  that  end  he  propofes 
the  parable  of  the  (hepherd,  who  left  his 
ninety  and  nine  fheep  that  were  fafe  in 
the  fold,  to  go  and  feek  for  one  (heep 
that  was  gone  aftray, — telling  them  in 
other  places,  that  they  who  were  whole 
wanted  not  a  phyfician, — but  they  that 
were  fick :  and  here,  to  carry  on  the  fame 

H4 
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leflbn,  and  to  prove  how  acceptable  fuch 
a  recovery  was  to  GOD,  he  relates  this- 
account  of  the  prodigal  fon  and  his  wel- 
come reception. 

I  know  not  whether  it  would  be  a  fub- 
je&  of  much  edification  to  convince  you 
here,  that  our  SAVIOUR,  by  the  prodigal 
fon,  particularly  pointed  at  thofe  who 
were  firmer*  of  the  Gen  files,  and  were  re- 
covered by  divine  Grace  to  repentance ; 
and  that  by  the  elder  brother,  he  in- 
tended as  manifeflly  the  more  froward  of 
the  Jews,  who  envied  their  converfion, 
and  thought  it  a  kind  of  wrong  to  their 
primogeniture,  in  being  made  fellow-heirs 
with  them  of  the  promifes  of  GOD. 

Thefe  ufes  have  been  fo  ably  fet  forth, 
in  fo  many  good  fermons  upon  the  pro- 
digal fon,  that  I  mail  turn  afide  from  them 
at  prefent,  and  content  myfelf  with  fome 
reflections  upon. that  fatal  paffion  which 

led  him,. and  fo  many  thoufands  after 

the  example,  to  gather  all  he  had  together,. 
and  take  his  journey  into  afar  country.. 

The  love  of  variety,  or  curiofity  of 
feeing  new  things,  which  is  the  fame,  or 
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at  leafl  a    lifter  paffion    to  it, feems 

.  wove  into  the  frame  of  every  fon  and 
daughter  of  Adam ;  we  ufually  fpeak  of 
it  as  one  of  nature's  levities,  though 
planted  within  us.  for  the  folid  purpofes 
of  carrying  forwards  the  mind  to  frelh 
inquiry  and  knowledge :  flrip  us  of  it, 
the  mind  (I  fear)  would  doze  for  ever 
over  the  prefent  page ;  and  we  mould  all 
of  us  reft  at  eafe  with  fuch  objects  as  pre- 
fented  themfelves  in  the  parifli  or  pro- 
vince where  we  firft  drew  breath. 

It  is  to  this  fpur  which  is  ever  in  our 
fides,  that  we  owe  the  impatience  of  this 
defire  for  travelling :  the  paffion  is  no 

way  bad, but  as  others  are, in  its 

mifmanagement   or    excefs;- order    it 

rightly,    the   advantages    are    worth    the 

purfuit ;    the   chief  of  which   are to 

learn  the  languages,  the  laws  and  cuftoms, 
and  underiland  the  government  and  in- 

tereft  of  other  nations, to  acquire  an 

urbanity   and    confidence    of   behaviour, 
and  fit  the  mind  more  eafily  for  conver- 

fation  and  difcourfe to  take  us  out  of 

the  company  of  our  aunts  and  grand- 
mothers, and  from  the  track  of  nurfery 
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miftakes ;    and  by   fhowing  us   new   ob- 
je6ts,  or  old  ones  in  new  lights,  to  reform 

our  judgments by  tailing  perpetually 

the  varieties  of  nature,  to  know  what  it 

good by  obferying  the  addrefs  and  arts 

of  men,  to   conceive  what  isjimere 
and  by  feeing  the  difference  of  fo  many 

various  humours  and  manners to  look 

into  ourfelves  and  form  our  own. 

This  is  fome  part  of  the  cargo  we  might 
return  with  j  but  the  impulfe  of  feeing 
new  fights,  augmented  with  that  of  get- 
ting clear  from  all  leifons  both  of  wif- 

dom  and  reproof  at  home carries  our 

youth  too  early  out,  to  turn  this  venture 
to  much  account ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the 
fcene  painted  of  the  prodigal  in  his  tra- 
vels, looks  more  like  a  copy  than  an  ori- 
ginal,— will  it  not  be  well  if  fuch  an  ad- 
venturer, with  fo  unpromifing  a  fetting 
out, — without  carte, — without  compafs, 

be  not  caft  away  for  ever, — and  may 

he  not  be  faid  to  efcape  well if  he  re- 
turns to  his  country,  only  as  naked  as  he 
firflleftit? 

But  you  will  fend  an  able  pilot  with 
your  fon a  fcholar. 
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If  wifdom  can  fpeak  in  no  other  lan- 
guage but  Greek  or  Latin you  do 

well— — or   if  mathematics   will  make  a 

man  a  gentleman or  natural  philofo- 

phy  but  teach  him  to  make  a  bow, 
he  may  be  of  fome  fervice  in  introducing 
your  fon  into  good  focieties,  and  fupport- 
ing  him  in  them  when  he  has  done— — - 
but  the  upfliot  will  be  generally  this,  that 
in  the  moft  prefling  occafions  of  addrefs 

• if  he  is  a  mere  man  of  reading,  the 

unhappy  youth  will  have  the  tutor  to 
carry, — and  not  the  tutor  to  carry  him. 

But  you  will  avoid  this  extreme;  he 
mail  be  efcorted  by  one  who  knows  the 
world,  not  merely  from  books — but  from 

his  own  experience  : a  man  who  has 

been  employed  on  fuch  fervices,  and 
thrice  made  the  tour  of  Europe^  with 
fuctefs. 

That  is,  without  breaking  his  own, 

or  his  pupil's  neck; for  if  he  is  fuch 

as  my  eyes  have  feen !  fome  broken  Swifs 
valet  de  chambre, — fome  general  under- 
taker, who  will  perform  the  journey  in 
fo  many  months,  "  IF  GOD  PERMIT," — 
much  knowledge  will  not  accrue;— 
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fome  profit  at  leaft, — he  will  learn  the 
amount  to  a  halfpenny,  of  every  ftage 
from  Calais  to  Rome  ; he  will  be  car- 
ried to  the  beft  inns, inftruded  where 

there  is  the  beft  wine,  and  fup  a  livre 
cheaper,  than  if  the  youth  had  been  left 
to  make  the  tour  and  the  bargain  him- 
felf. — Look  at  our  governor  !  I  befeech 

you : fee,  he  is  an  inch  taller,  as  he 

relates  the  advantages. 

And  here  endeth  his  pride — his 

knowledge,  and  his  ufe. 

But  when  your  fon  gets  abroad,  he  will 
be  taken  out  of  his  hand,  by  his  fociety 
with  men  of  rank  and  letters,  with  whom 
he  will  pafs  the  greateft  part  of  his  time. 

Let  me  obferve,  in  the  firft  place, — that 
company  which  is  really  good,  is  very 

rare, and  very  my :  but  you  have 

furmounted  this  difficulty ;  and  procured 
him  the  beft  letters  of  recommendation  to 
the  moft  eminent  and  refpe&able  in  every 
capital. 

And  I  anfwer,  that  he  will  obtain  all 
by  them,  which  courtefy  ftriftly  ftands 
obliged  to  pay  on  fuch  occafions,  but  no 
more. 
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There  is  nothing  in  which  we  are  fo 
much  deceived,  as  in  the  advantages  pro- 
pofed  from  our  connexions  and  difcpurfe 
with  the  literati,  &c.  in  foreign  parts ; 
efpecially  if  the  experiment  is  made  be-r 
fore  we  are  matured  by  years  or  ftudy. 

Converfation  is  a  traffick ;  and  if  you 
enter  into  it,  without  fome  flock  of  knowr 
ledge,  to  balance  the  account  perpetually 
betwixt  you,— the  trade  drops  at  once : 

and  this  is  the  reafon, however  it  may 

be  beaded  to  the  contrary,  why  travellers 
have  fo  little  (efpecially  good)  conver? 

fation   with    natives, owing   to    their 

fufpicion, — or  perhaps  conviclion,  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  ex  traded  from  the 
converfation  of  young  itinerants,  worth 
the  trouble  of  their  bad  language, — or 
the  interruption  of  their  vifits. 

The  pain  on  thefe  occafions  is  ufually 
reciprocal ;  the  consequence  of  which  is, 
that  the  difappointed  youth  feeks  an  eafier 
fociety;  and  as  bad  company  is  always 
ready,  and  ever  lying  in  wait, — the  career 
is  foon  finifhed ;  and  the  poor  prodigal 
returns  the  fame  object  of  pity,  with  the 
prodigal  in  the  Gofpel. 
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National  Mercies  confidered*. 
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And  \vh-n  thy  fon  aiketh  thee  in  time  to  come,  faying,  What 
mean  the  nftimonies,  and  the  ftatutes,  and  the  judg- 
ments, which  the  Lord  our  God  hath  commanded  you? 
then  fhalt  thou  fay  unto  thy  fon,  We  wen;  Pharaoh's  fcondf- 
men  in  Egypt,  and  the  Lord  brought  us  out  of  Egypt  with 
a  mighty  hand. 


are  the  words  which  Mofes  left 
•*  as  a  {landing  anfwer  for  the  children 
of  Ifrael  to  give  their  pofterity,  who  in 
time  to  come  might  become  ignorant,  or 
unmindful  of  the  many  and  great  mercies, 
which  GOD  had  vouch  fafed  to  their  fore- 
fathers: all  which  had  terminated  in  that 
one  of  their  deliverance  out  of  bondage. 

Though  they  were  directed  to  fpeak  in 
this  manner,  each  man  to  his  fon,  yet  one  , 
cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  direction  mould 
be  neceflary  for  the  next  generation,  —  for 

*  On  the  Inauguration  of  his  prefent  Majefty. 
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the  children  of  thofe  who  had  been  eye- 
witnefles  of  GOD'S  Providence :  it  does 
not  feem  likely  that  any  of  them  fhould 
arrive  to  that  age  of  reafoning,  which 
would  put  them  upon  afking  the  fuppofed 
queftion,  and  not  be  long  beforehand 
inftru&ed  in  the  anfwer.  Every  parent 
would  tell  his  child  the  hard  mips  of  his 
captivity,  and  the  amazing  particulars  of 
his  deliverance :  the  ftory  was  fo  uncom- 
mon,  fo  full  of  wonder, and  with- 
al, the  recital  of  it  would  ever  be  a  mat- 
ter of  fuch  tranfport,  it  could  not  pof- 

fibly  be  kept  a  fecret : the  piety  and 

gratitude  of  one  generation  would  anti- 
cipate the  curiofity  of  another  j  their  fons 
would  learn  the  ftory  with  their  lan- 
guage. 

This  probably  might  be  the  cafe  with 
the  fir  ft  or  fecond  race  of  people,  but  in 
procefs  of  time,  things  might  take  a  dif- 
ferent turn :  a  long  and  undifturbed  pof- 
feffion  of  their  liberties  might  blunt  the 
fenfe  of  thofe  providences  of  GOD,  which 
had  procured  them,  and  fet  the  remem- 
brance of  all  his  mercies  at  too  great  a 
diftance  from  their  hearts.  After  they 
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had  for  fome  years  been  eafed  of  .every 
real  burden,  an  excefs  of  freedom  might 
make  them  refllefs  under  every  ima- 
ginary one,  and  amongft  others  that  of 
their  religion ;  from  thence  they  might 
feek  occafion  to  inquire  into  the  founda- 
tion and  fitnefs  of  its  ceremonies,  its  fta- 
tutes,  and  its  judgments. 

They  might  afk,  What  meant  fo  many 
commands  in  matters  which  to  them  ap- 
peared indifferent  in  their  own  natures  ? 
What  policy  in  ordaining  them  ?  and, 
What  obligation  could  there  lie  upon 
reafonable  creatures,  to  comply  with  a 
multitude  of  fuch  unaccountable  injunc- 
tions, fo  unworthy  the  wifdom  of  God  ? 

Hereafter,  poflibly,  they  might  go  fur- 
ther lengths  j  and  though  their  natural 
bent  was  generally  towards  fuperftition, 
yet  fome  adventurers,  as  is  ever  the  cafe, 
might  fleer  for  the  oppofite  coaft,  and  as 
they  advanced  might  difcover  that  all  re- 
ligions, of  what  denominations  or  com- 
plexions foever,  were  alike.  That  the 
religion  of  their  own  country  in  particu- 
lar, was  a  contrivance  of  the  Priefts  and 
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Levites, — a  phantom  dreffed  out  in  a  ter- 
rifying garb  of  their  own  making,  to 

keep  weak  minds  in  fear : that  its 

rites  and  ceremonies,  and  numberlefs  in- 
junctions, were  fo  many  different  wheels 
in  the  fame  political  engine,  put  in,  no 
doubt,  to  amufe  the  ignorant,  and  keep 
them  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  darknefs,  as  cler 
rical  juggling  requires. 

That  as  for  the  moral  part  of  it,  though 

it  was  unexceptionable  in  itfelf, yet  it 

was  a  piece  of  intelligence  they  did  not 
ftand  in  want  of ;  men  had  natural  reafon 

always  to  have  found  it  out, and 

wifdom  to  have  pradifed  it,  without  Mo. 
fes's  affiftance. 

Nay,  poffibly,  in  procefs  of  time,  they 
might  arrive  at  greater  improvements  in 

religious  controverfy when  they  had 

given  their  fyftem  of  infidelity  all  the 
ftrength  it  could  admit  of  from  reafon, 
they  might  begin  to  embellifh  it  with 
fome  more  fpiightly  conceits  and  turns 
of  ridicule. 

Some  wanton  Ifraelite,  when  he  had 
eaten  and  was  full,  might  give  free  fcope 


SERMON     XXI.  fi? 

and  indulgence  to  "this  talent :  as  argu- 
ments and  fober  reafoning  fail'd,  he  might 
turn  the  edge  of  his  wit  againft  types  and 
fymbols,  and  treat  all  the  myfteries  of 
his  religion,  and  every  thing  that  could 
be  faid  upon  fo  ferious  a  fubject,  with 
raillery  and  mirth:  he  might  give  vent 
to  a  world  of  pleafantry  upon  many  fa- 
cred  paflages  of  his  law :  he  might  ban- 
ter the  golden  calf,  or  the  brazen  ferpent, 

with  great  courage, and  confound 

himfelf  in  the  diftin&ions  of  clean  and 
unclean  beads,  by  the  defperate  fallies"  of 
his  wit  againft  them* 

He  could  but  poffibly  take  one  ftep 
fnrther :  when  the  land  which  flowed  with 
milk  and  honey,  had  quite  worn  out  the 
hnpreflions  of  his  yoke,  and  bleffings  be- 
gan to  multiply  upon  his  hands,  he  might 
draw  this  curious  conclufion,  that  there 
was  no  Being  who  was  the  author  and  be- 

ftower  of  them, but  that  it  was  their 

own  arm,  and  the  mightinefs  of  Jfraelidfh 
ftrength,  which  had  put  them,  and  kept 
them,  in  pofleilion  of  fo  much  happinefs. — 

O  Mofes !  How  would  thy  meek  and 
patient  fpirit  have  been  put  to  the  torture 
I  2 
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by  fuch  a  return  ?  If  a  propenfity  towards 
fuperflition  in  the  Ifraelites,  did  once  be- 
tray thee  into  an  excefs  of  anger,  that 
thou  .threweft  the  two  tables  out  of  thy 
hands,  which  God  had  wrote,  and  care- 
lefsly  hazarded'fl  the  whole  treafure  of 

the  world, with  what  indignation  and 

honeft  anguifh  would'ft  thou  have  heard 
the  fcoffings  of  thofe  who  denied  the  hand 
which  brought  them  forth,  and  faid, 
Who  is  God,  that  we  fhould  obey  his 
voice  ?  With  what  force  and  vivacity 
would'ft  thou  have  reproached  them  with 

the  hiftory  of  their  own  nation  : that 

if  too  free  an  enjoyment  of  God's  bleff- 
ings,  had  made  them  forget  to  look  back- 
wards,—it  was  necefiary  to  remind 
them,  that  their  forefathers  were  Pha- 
raoh's bondfmen  in  Egypt,  without  pro- 
fpect  of  deliverance :  that  the  chains  of 
their  captivity  had  been  fixed  and  rivetted 
by  a  fucceffion  of  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years,  without  the  interruption  of  one 
ftruggle  for  their  liberty  :  that  after  the 
expiration  of  that  hopelefs  period,  when 
no  natural  means  favoured  the  event,  they 
were  fnatched,  almoft  againfl  their  own 
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wills,  out  of  the  hands  of  their  oppreflbrs, 
and  led  through  an  ocean  of  dangers,  to 
the  pofleffion  of  a  land  of  plenty  :  that 
this  change  in  their  affairs  was  not  the 
produce  of  chance  or  fortune, — or  was  it 
projected  or  executed  by  any  achievement 
or  plan  of  human  device,  which  might 
foon  again  be  defeated  by  fuperior  Strength 
or  policy  from  without,  or  from  force  of 
accidents  from  within,  from  change  of 
circumftances,  humours,  and  paffions  of 
men,  all  which  generally  had  a  fway  in 

the  rife  and  fall  of  kingdoms,* but  that 

all  was  brought  about  by  the  power  and 
goodnefs  of  GOD,  who  faw  and  pitied  the 
afflictions  of  a  diftrefled  people,  and  by 
a  chain  of  great  and  mighty  deliverances, 
fet  them  free  from  the  yoke  of  oppreffion. 
That  fmce  that  miraculous  efcape,  a 
feries  of  fuccefles  not  to  be  accounted 
for  by  fecond  caufes,  and  the  natural 
courfe  of  events,  had  demonftrated  not 
only  GOD'S  providence  in  general,  but 
his  particular  providence  and  attachment 

to    them that    nations    greater    and 

mightier  than  they,  were  driven  ?ut  be- 
J3 
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fore  them,  and  their  lands  given  to  them 
for  an  everlafting  pofieflion. 

This  was  what  they  mould  teach  their 
children,  and  their  children's  children 

after  them, Happy  generations,  for 

whom  fo  joyful  a  leflbn  was  prepared  ! 
happy  indeed  !  had  ye  at  all  times  known 
to  have  made  the  ufe  of  it,  which  Mofes 
continually  exhorted,— ——of  drawing  nigh 
unto  God  with  all  your  hearts,  who  had  been 
Jo  nigh  unto  you. 

And  here  let  us  drop  the  argument,  as 
it  refpe&s  the  Jews,  and  for  a  moment 
turn  it  towards  ourfelves :  the  prefent 
occafion,  and  the  recollection  which  is 
natural  upon  it,  of  the  many  other  parts 
of  this  complicated  bleffing  vouchfafed 
to  us,  fince  we  became  a  nation,  making 
It  hard  to  defift  from  fuch  an  appli- 
cation* 

I  begin  with  the  firft  in  order  of  time, 
as  well  as  the  greateft  of  national  deliver- 
ances,— our  deliverance  from  darknefs 
and  idolatry,  by  the  conveyance  of  the 
light  which  Chriftianity  brought  with  it 
into  Britain,  fo  early  as  in  the  life-time 
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-of  the  apoftles  themfelves,  or  at  furtheft, 
not  many  years  after  their  death. 

Though  this  might  feem  a  bleffing 
conveyed  and  offered  to  us  in  common 
with  other  parts  of  the  world,  yet  when 
you  reflect  upon  this  as  a  remote  corner 
of  the  earth  in  refpect  of  Judea,— — its 
fituation  and  inaccefliblenefs  as  an  ifland, 
— ithe  little  that  was  then  known  of  na- 
vigation,  or  carried  on  of  commerce, 

the  large  tract  of  land  which  to  this 

day  remains  unhallowed  with  the  name  of 
CHRIST,  and'almoft  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  where  the  firft  glad  tidings  of 
him  were  founded— —one  cannot  but 
adore  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  remark 
a  more  particular  providence  in  its  con- 
veyance and  eftablifhment  here,  than 
amongft  other  nations  upon  the  conti- 
nent,  where,  though  the  oppofitions 

from  error  and  prejudice  were  equal,  it 
had  not  thefe  natural  impediments  to  en- 
counter. 

Hiflorians  and  ftatefmen,  who  generally 
fearch  every  where  for  the  caufes  of  events 
but  in  the  pleafure  of  Him  who  difpofes  of 
14 
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them,  may  make  different  refle&ions  upon 
this.  They  may  confider  it  as  a  matter  in- 
cidental, brought  to  pafs  by  the  fortuitous 
ambition,  fuccefs,  and  fettlement  of  the 
Romans  here ;  it  appearing  that  in  Clau- 
dius's reign,  when  Chriltianity  began 
to  get  footing  in  Rome,  near  eighty 
thoufand  of  that  city  and  people  were 
fixed  in  this  ifland :  as  this  made  a  free 
communication  betwixt  the  two  places, 
the  way  for  the  gofpel  was  in  courfe 
open,  and  its  tranfition  from  the  one  to 
the  other,  natural  and  eafy  to  be  ac- 
counted for, and  yet,  neverthelefs, 

providential.  God  often  fuffers  us  to 
purfue  the  devices  of  our  hearts,  whilft 
he  turns  the  courfe  of  them,  like  the 
rivers  of  waters,  to  bountiful  purpofes. 
Thus,  he  might  make  that  purfuit  of 
glory  inherent  in  the  Romans,  the  engine 
to  advance  his  own,  and  eftablifh  it  here  : 
he  might  make  the  wickednefs  of  the  earth 
to  work  his  own  righteoufnefs,  by  fuffer- 
ing  them  to  wander  a  while  beyond  their 
proper  bounds,  till  his  purpofes  were  ful- 
filled, and  then-  put  his  hook  into  their  nof* 
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frils,  and  lead  thofe  wild  beafls  of  prey 
back  again  into  their  own  land. 

Next  to  this  blefling  of  the  light  of  the 
Gofpel,  wennuft  not  forget  that  by  which, 
it  was  preferved  from  the  danger  of  being 
totally  fmothered  and  extinguished,  by  that 
vaft  fwarm  of  barbarous  nations,  which 
came  down  upon  us  from  the  north,  and 
fhook  the  world  like  a  tempeft  ;  changing 
names  and  cufloms,  and  language  and 
government,  and  almoft  the  very  face  of 
nature,  wherever  they  fixed.  That  our 
religion  mould  be  preferved  at  all,  when 
every  thing  elfe  feemed  to  perifh,  which 
was  capable  of  change, — or,  that  it  mould 
not  be  hurt  under  that  mighty  weight  of 
ruins,  beyond  the  recovery  of  its  former 

beauty  and  flrength, the  whole  can 

be  afcribed  to  no  caufe  fo  likely  as  this, 
That  the  fame  power  of  God  which  fent 

it  forth,  was  prefent  to  fupport  it 

when  the  whole  frame  of  other  things 
gave  way. 

Next,  in  degree  to  this  mercy  of  pre- 
ferving  Chriflianity  from  an  utter  ex- 
tinction  we  mud  reckon  that  of  being 

enabled  to  preferve,  and  free  it  from  cor- 
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ruptlons,   which   the   rufl   of   time, 
the  abufes  of  men,  and  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  all  things  to  degeneracy,  which 
are  trufted   to  them,  had  from  time  to 
time  introduced  into  it. 

Since  the  day  in  which  this  reformation 
•was  begun,  by  how  many  ftrange  and 
critical  turns  has  it  been  perfected  and 
handed  down,  if  not  entirely  without  fpot 

or    wrinkle^ at    leaft,    without    great 

blotches  or  marks  of  anility  ! 

Even  the  blow  which  was  fuffered  to 
fall  upon  it  mortly  after,  in  that  period 
where  our  hiflory  looks  fo  unlike  herfelf, 
ftain'd,  Mary,  by  thee,  and  disfigured 

with  blood : can  one  reflect  upon  it, 

without  adoring  the  Providence  of  GOD, 
which  fo  fpeedily  fnatched  the  fword  of 
perfecution  out  of  her  hand, — making  her 
reign  as  fhort  as  it  was  mercilefs. 

If  GOD  then  made  us,  as  he  did  the  I£ 
raelites,  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock,  and 
oil  out  of  the  flinty  rock,  how  much 
more  fignal  was  his  mercy  in  giving  them 
to  us  without  money,  without  price,  in 
thofe  good  days  which  followed,  when  a 
long  and  a  wife  reign,  was  as  necefiary  to 
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build  up  our  church,  as  a  fhort  one  was 
before  to  fave  it  from  ruins. 

The  bleffing  was  necefiary,-— and 

it  was  granted.  • 

GOD  having  multiplied  the  years  of 
that  renowned  princefs  to  an  uncommoa 
number,  giving  her  time,  as  well  as  a 
heart,  to  fix  a  wavering  perfecuted  people, 
and  fettle  them  upon  fuch  foundation  as 

mud  make  them  happy; the  touch- 

ftone,  by  which  they  are  to  be  tried, 
whom  God  has  entrufted  with  the  care 
of  kingdoms* 

Blefied  be  thy  glorious  name  for  ever 
and  ever,  in  making  that  teft  fo  much 
eafier  for  the  Britim,  than  other  princes 
of  this  earth ;  whofe  fubjefts,  whatever 
other  changes  they  have  felt,  have  fel- 
dom  happened  upon  that  of  changing 
their  mifery,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are 
never  likely,  fo  long  as  they  are  kept  fo 
ftrongly  bound  in  chains  of  darknefs, — 
and  chains  of  power. 

From  both  thefe  kinds  of  evils,  which 
are  almoft  naturally  connected  together, 
How  providential  was  our  efcape  in  the 
fucceeding  reign,  when  all  the  choice 
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blood  was  befpoke,  and  preparations 
made  to  offer  it  up  at  one  facrifice ! 

I  would  not  intermix  the  horrors  of 
that  black  projected  feftival,  with  the 
glories  of  this :  or  name  the  forrows  of 
the  next  reign,  which  ended  in  the  fub- 
verfion  of  our  conflitution,  was  it  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  purfue  the  thread  of  our  deli- 
verances through  thofe  times,  and  re- 
mark how  nigh  GOD'S  providence  was  to 
us  in  them  both,  by  protecting  us  from 
the  one,  in  as  fignal  a  manner  as  he  re- 
ftored  us  from  the  other. 

Indeed  the  latter  of  them  might  have 
been  a  joylefs  matter  of  remembrance  to 
us  at  this  day,  had  it  not  been  confirmed 
a  blefling  by  a  fucceeding  eicape,  which 
fealed  and  conveyed  it  iafe  down  to  us : 
whether  it  was  to  correct  an  undue  fenfe 
of  former  bleffings, — or  to  teach  us  to 
reflect  upon  the  number  and  value  of 
them,  by  threatening  us  with  the  depri- 
vation of  them, — we  were  fuffered,  how- 
ever, to  approach  the  edge  of  a  precipice, 
where,  if  GOD  had  not  raifed  up  a  deli- 
verer to  lead  us  back, all  had  been 

loft :— the  arts  of  Jefuitry  had  decoyed 
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us  forwards,  or  if  that  had  failed,  we  had 
been  pufh'd  down  by  open  force,  and 
our  deftru&ion  had  been  inevitable. 

The  good  confequences  of  that  deli- 
verance are  fuch,  that  it  feemed  as  if 
GOD  had  fuffered  our  waters,  like  thofe 
of  Bethefda,  to  be  troubled,  to  make 
them  afterwards  more  healing  to  us ;  fince 
to  the  account  of  that  day's  bleffing,  we 
charge  the  enjoyment  of  every  thing  fince, 

worth    a    freeman's    living    for, the 

revival  of  our  liberty,  our  religion,   the 

juft  rights  of  our  kings, and  the  jufl 

rights  of  our  people,  and  along  with  all, 
that  happy  provifion  for  their  continu- 
ance, for  which  we  are  returning  thanks 
to  GOD  this  day. 

Let  us  do  it,  I  befeech  you,  in  the 
way  which  becomes  wife  men,  by  pur- 
fuing  the  intentions  of  his  bleffings,  and 
making  a  better  ufe  of  them  than  our 
forefathers,  who  fometimes  feem'd  to 
grow  weary  of  their  own  happinefs  : 
let  us  rather  thank  GOD  for  the  good 
land  which  he  has  given  us ;  and  when 
we  begin  to  profper  in  it,  and  have  built 
goodly  houfes,  and  dwelt  therein, 
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and  when  our  filver  and  our  gold  is  mul- 
tiplied, and  all -that  we  have  is  multi- 
plied, let  the  inftances  of  our  virtue  and 
benevolence  be  multiplied  with  them, 
that  the  great  and  mighty  GOD,  who  is 
righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all 
his  works,  may,  in  the  lad  day  of  ac- 
counting with  us,  judge  us  worthy  of  the 
mercies  we  have  received. 

In  vain  are  days  fet  apart  to  celebrate 
fuccefsful  occurrences,  unlefs  they  influ- 
ence a  nation's  morals : a  fmful  people 

can  never  be  grateful  to  GOD, nor 

can  they,  properly  fpeaking,  be  loyal  to 
their  prince ;  — they  cannot  be  grateful 
to  the  one,  becaufe  they  live  not  under  a 

fenfe  of  his  mercies, nor  can  they  be 

loyal  to  the  other,  becaufe  they  difengage 
the  Providence  of  GOD  from  taking  his 

part and  then  giving  a  heart  to  his 

adverfaries  to  be  intractable. — 

And  therefore,  what  was  faid  by  fome 
one,  That  every  fin  was  a  treafon  againft 

the  foul,  may  be  applied  here, That 

every  wicked  man  is  a  traitor  to  his  king 
and  his  country.  And,  whatever  ftatef- 
men  may  write  of  the  caufes  of  the  rife 
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and  fall  of  nations ; — for  the  contrary  rea- 
fons,  a  good  man  will  ever  be  found  to 
be  the  bed  patriot  and  the  beft  fubjeft : 
and  though  an  individual  may  fay,  What 
can  my  righteoufnefs  profit  a  nation  of 
men  ?  it  may  be  anfwered,  That  if  it 

mould  fail  of  a  bleffing  here, it  will 

have  one  advantage  at  leaft,  which  is 
this, 

It  will  fave  thy  own  foul  j   which  may 
GOD  grant.     Amen. 
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SERMON     XXII. 
The  Hiftory  of  Jacob  confidered. 

GENESIS,    XLVII.    9. 

And  Jacob  faid  unto  Pharaoh,  the  days  of  the  years  of 
my  pilgrimage  are  an  hundred  and  thirty  years:  few  and 
evil  have  the  days  of  the  years  of  my  life  been.— — 

npHERE  is  not  a  man  in  hiftory,  whom 
•*•    I  pity  more  than  the  man  who  made 

this  reply, not  becaufe  his  days  were 

fhort, but  that  they  were  long  enough 

to  have  crowded  into  them  fo  much  evil 
as  we  find. 

Of  all  the  patriarchs,  he  was  the  moft 
unhappy  :  for,  'bating  the  feven  years  he 
ferved  Laban  for  Rachael,  "  'which  feemed 
to  him  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had 
to  her," ftrike  thofe  out  of  the  num- 
ber,  all  his  other  days  were  forrow; 

and  that,  not  from  his  faults,  but  from 
the  ambition,  the  violences,  and  evil  paf- 
fions  of  others.  A  large  portion  of  what 

VOL.   VII.  K 
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man  is  born  to,  comes,  you'll  fay,  from 
the  fame  quarter:  'tis  true;  but  ftill,  in 
fome  men's  lives,  there  feems  a  contex- 
ture of  mifery : one  evil  fo  rifes  out 

of  another,  and  the  whole  plan  and  exe- 
cution of  the  piece  has  fo  very  melan- 
choly an  air,  that  a  good-natured  man  mall 
not  be  able  to  look  upon  it,  but  with  tears 
on  his  cheeks. 

I  pity  this  patriarch  ftill  the  more,  be- 
caufe,  from  his  firft  fetting  out  in  life,  he 
had  been  led  into  an  expectation  of  fuch 
different  fcenes :  he  was  told,  by  Ifaac  his 
father,  that  God  Jhould  blefs  him  with  the 
deiv  of  heaven,  and  the  fatnefs  of  the  earth, 

and  with  plenty  of  corn  and  wine; that 

people  were  toferve  him,  and  nations  to  bow 

doicn  to  him; that  he  Jhould  be  lord  over 

his  brethren', that  bleffed  was  every  one 

that  blejfed  himy  and  curfed  was  every  one 
ivho  curfed  him. 

The  fimplicity  of  youth  takes  promifes 
of  happinefs   in  the  fulleft  latitude, 
and  as  thefe  were  moreover  confirmed  to 
him  by  the  GOD  of  his  fathers,  on  his 

way  to  Padan-aran, it  would  leave  no 

diftruft  of  their  accomplishment  upon  his 
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mind; every  fair  and  flattering  ob- 
ject before  him,  which  wore  the  face  of 
joy,  he  would  regard  as  a  portion  of  his 

bleffing; he   would  purfue  it,— he 

would  grafp  a  fhadow. 

This,  by  the  way,  makes  it  neceflary 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  Wettings  which  were 
conveyed,  had  a  view  to  blefTmgs  not  al- 
together fuch  as  a  carnal  mind  would  ex- 
peft  ;  but  that  they  were  in  a  great  mea* 
fure  fpiritual,  and  fuch  as  the  prophetic 
foul  of  Ifaac  had  principally  before  him, 
in  the  comprehenfive  idea  of  their  future 
and  happy  eflablifhment,  when  they  were 
no  longer  to  be  ft  rangers  and  pilgrims 
upon  earth  :  for  in  fact,  in  the  ftrift  and  li- 
teral fenfe  of  his  father's  grant, Jacob 

enjoyed  it  not ;  and  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  happy  man,  that  in  the  moft  inte- 
refting  paflages  of  his  life,  he  met  with 
nothing  but  difappointments  and  grievous 
afflictions. 

Let  us  accompany  him  from  the  firft 
treacherous  hour  of  a  mother's  ambition; 
in  confequence  of  which,  he  is  driven 
forth  from  his  country,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  his  houfe,  to  feek  protection  and 

K   2 
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an  eftablifhment  in  the  houfe  of  Laban 
his  kinfman. 

In  what  manner  this  anfwered  his  ex- 
pectations, we  find  from  his  own  pathetic 
remonflrance  to  Laban,  when  he  had 
purfued  him  feven  days  journey,  and 

overtook  him  on  Mount  Gilead. 1  fee 

him  in  the  door  of  the  tent,  with  the  calm 
courage  which  innocence  gives  the  op- 
preffed,  thus  remonftrating  to  his  father- 
in-law  upon  the  cruelty  of  his  treatment. 

Thefe  twenty  years  that  I  have  been  with 

thee, thy  ewes  have  not  caft  their  young, 

and  the  rams  of  thy  JJock  have  I  net  eaten. 
"That  which  was  torn  of  beafts  I  brought 

not  unto  thee, I  bare  the   lofs   of  it ; 

what  was  ftolen  by  day,  orjiolen  by  night ,  of 
my  hands  did/I  thou  require  it.  Thus  I  was : 
in  the  day  the  drought  confumed  me,  and  the 
frojl  by  night,  and  myfleep  departed  from  my 
eyes.  Thus  have  I  been  twenty  years  in  thy 

houfe: 1  ferved  thee  fourteen  years  for 

thy  two  daughters,  and  fix  years  for  thy 
cattle;  and  thou  haft  changed  my  wages  ten 
times. 

Scarce  had  he  recovered  from  thefe 
evils,  when  the  ill  conduct  and  vices  of 
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his  children  wound  his  foul  to  death. 

Reuben  proves  inceftuous, — Judah  adul- 
terous,— his  daughter  Dinah  is  difho- 

noured, Simeon  and  Levi   difhonour 

themfelves  by  treachery,— — two  of  his 
grandchildren  are  ftricken  with  fudden 
death, — Rachael  his  beloved  wife  pe- 
rifhes,  and  in  circumftances  which  imbit- 

ter'd  his  lofs, his  fon  Jofeph,  a  moft 

promifing  youth,  is  torn  from  him,  by 
the  envy  of  his  brethren  ;  and,  to  clofe 
all,  himfelf  driven  by  famine  in  his  old 
age  to  die  amongfl  the  Egyptians,  a 
people  who  held  it  an  abomination  to  eat 
bread  with  him.  Unhappy  patriarch  ! 
well  might  he  fay,  That  few  and  evil  bad 
been  his  days :  the  anfwer,  indeed,  was 
extended  beyond  the  monarch's  inquiry, 

which  was  fimply  his  age : but  how 

could  he  look  back  upon  the  days  of  his 
pilgrimage,  without  thinking  of  the  for- 
rows  which  thofe  days  had  brought  along 
with  them  ?  all  that  was  more  in  the  an- 
fwer than  in  the  demand,  was  the  over- 
flowings of  a  heart  ready  to  bleed  afrefh 
at  the  recollection  of  what  had  befallen. 
K3 
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Unwillingly  does  the  mind  digeft  the 
evils  prepared  for  it  by  others; — for  thofe 
we  prepare  ouffelves, — we  eat  but  the 
fruit  which  we  have  planted  and  watered: 
—a  mattered  fortune — a  mattered  frame, 
fo  we  have  but  the  fatisfaclion  of  matter- 
ing them  ourfelves,  pafs  naturally  enough 
into  the  habit,  and  by  the  eafe  with  which 
they  are  both  done,  they  fave  the  fpec- 
tator  a  world  of  pity:  but  for  thofe  like 
Jacob's,  brought  upon  him  by  the  hands 
from  which  he  looked  for  all  his  com- 
forts,  the  avarice  of  a  parent -the 

unkindnefs  of  a  relation, the  ingra- 
titude of  a  child, they  are  evils  which 

leave  a  fear; befides,   as    they   hang 

over  the  heads  of  all,  and  therefore  may 

fall  upon  any; every  looker-on  has  an 

intereft  in  the  tragedy  j but  then  we 

are  apt  to  intereft  ourfelves  no  otherwife, 
than  merely  as  the  incidents  themfelves 
flrike  our  paflions,  without  carrying  the 

lefibn  further : in  a  word — we  realize 

nothing  : we  figh — we  wipe  away  the 

tear, — and  there  ends  the  ftory  of  mifery, 
and  the  moral  with  it. 
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Let  us  try  to  do  better  with  this.  To 
begin,  with  the  bad  bias  which  gave  the 

whole  turn  to  the  patriarch's  life, 

parental  partiality, or  parental  injuf- 

tice, it  matters  not  by  what  title  it 

{lands  diftinguifhed 'tis  that,  by  which 

Rebekah  planted  a  dagger  in  Efau's 
bread  :  and  an  eternal  terror  with  it,  in 
her  own,  left  (he  mould  live  to  be  de- 
prived of  them  both  in  one  day,- and 

truft  me,  dear  Chriftians,  wherever  that 
equal  balance  of  kindnefs  and  love,  which 
children  look  up  to  you  for  as  their  na- 
tural right,  is  no  longer  maintained — there 
will  daggers  ever  be  planted  ;  the  fon  Jhall 
literally  be  fet  at  variance  againft  his  fa- 
ther, and  the  daughter  againft  her  mother^ 
and  the  daughter-in-law  againft  her  mo- 
ther-in-law, — and  a  man'  j  foes  Jhall  be  they 
of  his  own  houfehold. 

It  was  an  excellent  ordinance,  as  well 
of  domeftic  policy,  as  of  equity,  which 
Mofes  gave  upon  this  head,  in  the  2ift 
of  Deuteronomy. 

If  a  man  have  two  wives,  one  beloved  and 
one  hated,  and  they  have  born  him  children, 
both  the  beloved  and  the  hated,  and  if  the 
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frft-bornfon  be  hers  that  was  hated,  then  it 
Jhall  be,  when  he  maketh  his  fans  to  inherit 
that  which  he  hath,  that  he  may  not  make 
the  fon  of  the  beloved,  firft  born,  before  the 
fon  of  the  hated  which  is  indeed  the  frft  born, 

but  he  Jhall  acknowledge  the  fon  of  the 

hated  for  frft  born,  by  giving  him  a  double 
•portion  of  all  that  he  hath.  The  evil  was 

well   fenced   againft for    'tis    one    of 

thofe  which  deals  in  upon  the  heart  with 
the  affections,  and  courts  the  parent  un- 
der fo  fweet  a  form,  that  thoufands  have 
been  betrayed  by  the  very  virtues  which 
fhould  have  preferved  them.  Nature  tells 
the  parent,  there  can  be  no  error  on  the 

fide  of  affection  j but  we  forget,  when 

Nature  pleads   for  one,    me    pleads    for 

every  child   alike, and,    why   is    not 

her  voice  to  be  heard  ?  Solomon  fays, 
Oppreflion  will  make  a  wife  man  mad. 
What  will  it  do  then  to  a  tender  and 
ingenuous  heart,  which  feels  itfelf  ne- 
glected,  too  full  of  reverence  for  the 

author  of  its  wrongs  to  complain? '- 

fee,  it  fits  down  in  filence,  robbed  by 
difcouragements,  of  all  its  natural  powers 
to  pleafe,— born  to  fee  others  loaded  with 
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carefies in   fome   uncheery   corner  it 

nourifhes   its  difcontent, and   with  a 

weight  upon  its  fpirits,  which  its  little  flock 

of  fortitude  is  not  able  to  withftand, 

it  droops,  and  pines  away. Sad  Victim 

of  Caprice! 

We  are  unavoidably  led  here  into  a  re- 
flection upon  Jacob's  conduct  in  regard 
to  his  fon  Jofeph,  which  no  way  corre- 
fponded  with  the  lefibn  of  wifdom  which 
the  miferies  of  his  own  family  might 
have  taught  him  :  furely  his  eyes  had 
feen  forrow  fufficient  on  that  fcore,  to 
have  taken  warning:  and  yet  we  find, 
that  he  fell  into  the  fame  fnare  of  par- 
tiality to  that  child  in  his  old  age,  which 
his  mother  Rebekah  had  fhewn  to  him 

in  hers, for  Ifrael  loved  Jofeph  more 

than  all  his  children  j  becaufe  he  was  the 
fon  of  his  old  age,  and  he  made  him  a  coat  of 

many  colours. O  Ifrael !  where  was  that 

prophetic   fpirit  which  darted   itfelf  intp 
future   times,   and   told  each  tribe  what 

was -to  be  its  fate  ? Where  was  it  fled, 

that  it  could  not  aid  thee  to  look  fo  little 
a  way  forwards,  as  to  behold  this  coat  of 
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many  colours,  ftained  with  blood  ?  Why 
were  the  tender  emotions  of  a  parent's 

anguifh    hid    from     thy    eyes  ? and, 

Why    is    every   thing  ? but    that    it 

pleafes  Heaven  to  give  us  no  more  light 
in  our  way,  than  will  leave  virtue  in  pof* 

feflion  of  its  recompence. 

Grant  me,  gracious  GOD  !   to  go 
cheerfully  on  the  road  which  thou  haft 

marked  out ; 1  wifh  it  neither  more 

wide  nor  more  fmooth  : continue  the 

light  of  this  dim  taper  thou  haft  put  into 

my   hands : 1    will   kneel    upon    the 

ground  feven   times  a  day,  to  feek  the 

beft  track  I  can  with  it and  having 

done  that,  I  will  truft  myfelf  and  the 
iflue  of  my  journey  to  thee,  who  art  the 

fountain  of  joy, and  will  fmg  fongs  of 

comfort  as  1  go  along. 

Let  us  proceed  to  the  fecond  great  oc- 
currence  in  the  patriarch's  life The 

imposition  of  a  wife  upon  him,  which  he 

neither  bargained  for  or  loved. And  it 

tame  to  pafs  in  the  morning,  behold  it  was 
Leah  !  and  he  f aid  unto  Laban,  What  is  this 
that  thou  haft  done  unto,  me  ?  Did  I  notfcrije 
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the  for  Raphael?  Wherefore  then  haft  thoit 
beguiled  me  ? 

This,  indeed,  is  out  of  the  fyftem  of  all 

conjugal     impofitions    now, but    the 

moral  of  it  is  ftill  good:  and  the  abufe 
with  the  fame  complaint  of  Jacob's  upon 
it,  will  ever  be  repeated,  fo  long  as  art 
and  artifice  are  fo  bufy  as  they  are  in  thefe 
affairs. 

Liften,  I   pray  you,   to  the  ftories  of 

the  difappointed  in  marriage  : colled 

all  their  complaints: hear  their  mu- 
tual reproaches;  upon  what  fatal  hinge 
do  the  greatefl  part  of  them  turn? — 
"  They  were  miftaken  in  the  perfon." — 
Some  difguife  either  of  body  or  mind  i$ 
feen  through  in  the  firfl  domeftic  fcuffle  ; 

• fome  fair  ornament perhaps  the 

very  one  which  won  the  heart the  or- 
nament of  a  meek  and  quiet fpir 7/ ,  falls  off; 

It  is  not  the  Rachael  for  whom  I  have 

ferved, Why  haft  thou  then  beguiled  me? 

Be  open be  honeft  :   give  yourfelf 

for  what  you  are;   conceal  nothing • 

varnifh    nothing, and    if    thefe    fair 

weapons  will  not  do, better  not  con- 
quer at  all,  than  conquer  for  a  day ; 
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when  the  night  is  pafled,  'twill  ever 

be  the  fame  ftory,  And  it  came  to  pafs, 
behold  it  was  Leah  ! 

If  the  heart  beguiles  itfelf  in  its  choice, 
and  imagination  will  give  excellencies 
which  are  not  the  portion  of  flefli  and 

blood: when  the  dream  is  over,  and 

we  awake  in  the  morning,  it  matters 
little  whether  'tis  Rachael  or  Leah, 
be  the  objeft  what  it  will,  as  it  muft  be 
on  the  earthly  fide,  at  leaft,  of  perfection, 
—it  will  fall  fliort  of  the  work  of  fancy, 
whofe  exidence  is  in  the  clouds. 

In  fuch  cafes  of  deception,  let  not  man 
exclaim  as  Jacob  does  in  his, — What  is  it 

thou  haft  done  unto  me  ? for  'tis  his  own 

doings,  and  he  has  nothing  to  lay  his  fault 
on,  but  the  heat  and  poetic  indifcretion  of 
his  own  paflions. 

.  I  know  not  whether  'tis  of  any  ufe  to 
take  notice  of  this  Angularity  in  the  pa- 
triarch's life,  in  regard  to  the  wrong  he 
received  from  Laban,  which  was  the  very 
wrong  he  had  done  before  to  his  father 
Ifaac,  when  the  infirmities  of  old  age 
had  difabled  him  from  diftinguiming  one 
child  from  another  :  Art  thou  my  wry  fon 
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Efau  ?  and  be  faid,  I  am.  'Tis  doubtful 
whether  Leah's  veracity  was  put  to  the 
fame  teft,  but  both  fuffered  from  a  fimi- 
litude  of  ftratagem  ;  and  'tis  hard  to  fay, 
whether  the  anguifh,  from  crofs'd  love, 
in  the  bread  of  one  brother,  might  not 
be  as  fore  a  puriifhment,  as  the  dif- 
quietudes  of  crofs'd  ambition  and  revenge 
in  the  breaft  of  the  other. 

I  do  not  fee  which  way  the  honour  of 
Providence  is  concerned  in  repaying  us 

exactly  in  our  own  coin, or,  why  a 

man  mould  fall  into  that  very  pit  (and 
no  other),  which  he  has  graven  and  digged 
for  another  man  :  time  and  chance  may 
bring  fuch  incidents  about,  [and  there 
wants  nothing,  but  that  Jacob  mould 
have  been  a  bad  man,  to  have  made  this 
a  common-place  text  for  fuch  a  doctrine. 

It  is  enough  for  us,  that  the  bed  way 
to  efcape  evil,  is,  in  general,  not  to  com- 
mit it  ourfelves and  that  whenever 

the  paflions  of  mankind  will  order  it 
otherwife,  to  rob  thofe,  at  leaft,  who  love 
judgments,  of  the  triumph  of  finding  it 
out, That  our  travail  has  returned 
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upon  our  heads,   and  our  violent  dealings 
upon  our  own  pates. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  difcdurfe,  with- 
out returning  firft  to  the  part  with  which 

it  fet  out  j the  patriarch's  account  to 

the  king  of  Egypt,  of  the  fhortnefs  and 

mifery  of  his  days  : give  me  leave  ta 

bring   this  home  to   us,  by  a  fmgle  re- 
flection upon  each. 

There  is  fomething  flrange  in  it  that 
life  mould  appear  fo  fhort  in  the  grofs 
and  yet  fo  long  in  the  detail.     Mifery  may 
make  it  fo,  you'll  fay — but  we  will  ex- 
elude  it, and  (till  you'll  find,  though 

we  all  complain  of  the  fhortnefs  of  life, 
what  numbers  there  are  who  feem  quite 
overftocked  with  the  days  and  hours  of 
it,  and  are  continually  fending  out  into 
the  highways  and  Greets  of  the  city,  to 
compel  guefts  to  come  in,  and  take  it  ofF 
their  hands :  to  do  this  with  ingenuity 
and  forecaft,  is  not  one  of  the  leaft  arts 
and  bufmefs  of  life  itfelf ;  and  they  who 
cannot  fucceed  in  it,  carry  as  many  marks 
of  diftrefs  about  them,  as  bankruptcy 
herfelf  could  wear.  Be  as  carelefs  as  we 
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may,  we  fhall  not  always  have  the  power, 

nor  fhall  we  always  be  in  a  temper 

to  let  the  account  run  thus.  When  the 
blood  is  cool'd,  and  the  fpirits,  which 
have  hurried  us  on  through  half  our  days, 
before  we  have  numbered  one  of  them, 

are  beginning  to  retire; then  wifdom 

will  prefs  a  moment  to  be  heard, — afflic- 
tions or  a  bed  of  ficknefs  will  find  their 

hours  of  perfuafion, and,  mould  they 

fail,  there  is  fomething  yet  behind, 
old  age  will  overtake  us  at  the  laft,  and 
with  its  trembling  hand  hold  up  the  glafs 

to  us,  as  it  did  to  the  patriarch. 

Dear  inconfiderate  Chriflians  !  wait 
not,  I  befeech   you,   till   then ; — take   a 

view  of  your  life  now  : look   back, 

behold   this    fair   fpace   capable   of  fuch 

heavenly    improvements all    fcrawl'd 

over  and  defaced  with 1  want  words 

to  fay,  with  what for  I  think  only  of 

the  reflections  with  which  you  are  to  fup- 
port  yourfelves,  in  the  decline  of  a  life  fo 
miferably  cad  away,  mould  it  happen, 
as  it  often  does,  that  ye  have  flood  idle 
unto  the  eleventh  hour,  and  have  all  the 
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work  of  the  day  to  perform  when  night 
comes  on,  and  no  one  can  work. 

adly.  As  to  the  evil  of  the  days  of  the 

years   of    our   pilgrimage fpeculation 

and   faft  appear  at  variance   again. 
We  agree  with  the  patriarch,  that  the  life 
ef  man  is  miferable ;   and  yet  the  world 

looks  happy  enough and  every  thing 

tolerably  at  its  eafe.  It  muft  be  noted 
indeed,  that  the  patriarch,  in  this  ac- 
count, fpeaks  merely  his  prefent  feelings, 
and  feems  rather  to  be  giving  a  ftory  of 
his  fufferings,  than  a  fyflem  of  them,  in 
contradiction  to  that  of  the  GOD  of  Love. 
Look  upon  the  world  he  has  given  us, 

— obferve  the  riches  and  plenty  which 

flows  in  every  channel,  not  only  to  fatisfy 

the  defires  of  the  temperate, but  of 

the  fanciful  and  wanton evefy  place 

is  almoft  a  paradife,  planted  when  Nature 
was  in  her  gayeft  humour. 

Every  thing  has  two  views.     Ja- 
cob,  and  Job,   and   Solomon,  gave  one 

fec\ion  of  the  globe, and  this  repre- 

fentation  another  : truth  lieth  betwixt 

— or  rather,  good  and  evil  are  mixed  up 
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together ;  which  of  the  two  preponde- 
rates, is  beyond  our  enquiry; but,  I 

truft — it  is  the  good: firft,  As  it  ren- 
ders the  Creator  of  the  world  more  dear 
and  venerable  to  me ;  and  fecondly,  Be- 
caufe  I  will  not  fuppofe,  that  a  work  in- 
tended to  exalt  his  glory,  mould  (land  in 
want  of  apologies. 

Whatever  is  the  proportion  of  mifery 
in  this  world,  it  is  certain,  that  it  can  be 
no  duty  of  religion  to  increafe  the  com- 

plaintj or  to  affeft  the  praife  which 

the  Jefuits'  college  of  Granado  gave  of 

their  Sanchez, That  though  he  lived 

where  there  was  a  very  fweet  garden,  yet 
was  never  feen  to  touch  a  flower  ;  and 
that  he  would  rather  die  than  eat  fait  or 
pepper,  or  aught  that  might  give  a  reliih 
to  his  meat. 

I  pity  the  men,  whofe  natural  pleafures 
are  burdens,  and  who  fly  from  joy  (as 
thefe  fplenetic  and  morofe  fouls  do),  as  if 
it  was  really  an  evil  in  itfelf. 

If  there  is  an  evil  in  this  world,  'tis  for- 

row  and  heavinefs  of  heart. The  lofs 

of  goods, of  health, of  coronets 

VOL.  VII.  L 
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and  mitres,  are  only  evil,  as  they  occafion 

forrow; take  that  out the  reft  is 

fancy,  and  dwelleth  only  in  the  head  of 
man. 

Poor  unfortunate  creature  that  he  is ! 
as  if  the  caufes  of  anguifh  in  the  heart 

were  not  enow but  he  muft  fill  up  the 

meafure  with  thofe  of  caprice ;  and  not 

©nly  walk  in  a  vain  fhadow, but  dif- 

quiet  himfelf  in  vain  too. 

We  are  a  refllefs  fet  of  beings ;  and  as 
we  are  likely  to  continue  fo  to  the  end  of 

the  world, the  beft  we  can  do  in  it,  is 

to  make  the  fame  ufe  of  this  part  of  our 
character,  which  wife  men  do  of  other 

bad  propenfities when  they  find  they 

cannot  conquer  them, they  endea- 
vour, at  leail,  to  divert  them  into  good 
channels. 

If  therefore  we  mufl  be  a  felicitous 
race  of  felf-tormentors, — let  us  drop  the 
common  objects  which  make  us  fo, — and 
for  GOD'S  fake  be  felicitous  only  to  live 
well. 
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The  Parable  of  the  Rich  Man  and 
Lazarus  coniidered. 

tUKE,    XVI.    31. 

And  he  faid  unto  him,  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the 
prophets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuadcd,  though  one 
fhould  rife  from  the  dead. 


words  are  the  conclufion  of  the 
parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus; 
the  defign  of  which  was,  to  fhew  us  the 
neceflity  of  conducting  ourfelves,  by  fuch 
lights  as  GOD  had  been  pleafed  to  give 
us  :  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  patri- 
arch's final  determination  in  the  text  be- 
ing this,  That  they  who  will  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  anfwer  the  great  purpofes  of 
their  being,  upon  fuch  arguments  as  are 
offered  to  them  in  Scripture,  will  never 
be  perfuaded  to  it  by  any  other  means, 
how  extraordinary  foever;  —  If  they  hear 
not  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  neither  will 
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they  be  perfuaded  though  one  Jhould  rife 
from  the  dead. 

• Rife  from  the  dead  !  To  what  pur- 

pofe  ?  What  could  fuch  a  meffengef  pro- 
pofe  or  urge,  which  had  not  been  pro- 
pofed  and  urged  already  ?  The  novelty  or 
furprife  of  fuch  a  vifit  might  awaken  the 
attention  of  a  curious  unthinking  people, 
who  fpent  their  time  in  nothing  elfe,  but 
to  hear  and  tell  fome  new  thing ;  but  ere 
the  wonder  was  well  over,  fome  new  won- 
der would  ftart  up  in  Its  room,  and  then 
the  man  might  return  to  the  dead  from 
whence  he  came,  and  not  a  foul  make 
one  inquiry  about  him. 

This,  I  fear,  would  be  the  con- 

clufion  of  the  affair.  But  to  bring  this 
matter  dill  clofer  to  us,  let  us  imagine,  if 
there  is  nothing  unworthy  in  it,  that  God, 

in  compliance  with  a  curious  world, 

or  from  a  better  motive, in  compaf- 

fion  to  a  (infill  one,  fhould  vouchfafe  to 
fend  one  from  the  dead,  to  call  home  our 
confcience  and  make  us  better  Chriftians, 
better  citizens,  better  men,  and  better  fer- 
vants  to  GOD  than  what  we  are. 
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Now  bear  with  me,  I  befeech  you,  in 
framing  fuch  an  addrefs,  as,  I  imagine, 
would  be  mod  likely  to  gain  our  attention, 
and  conciliate  the  heart  to  what  he  had  to 

fay:  the  great  channel  to  it  is  Intereft, 

and  there  he  would  fet  out. 

He  might  tell  us  (after  the  moft  indif- 
putable  credentials  of  whom  he  ferved), 
That  he  was  come  a  meiTenger  from  the 
great  God  of  Heaven,  with  reiterated  pro- 
pofals,  whereby  much  was  to  be  granted 

us  on  his  fide, and  fomething  to  be 

parted  with   on  ours :   but    that,    not  to 

alarm  us, 'twas   neither   houfes,    nor 

land,  nor  poffeflions; — 'twas  neither  wives, 
or  children,  or  brethren,  or  fifters,  which 

we  had  to  forfake; no    one    rational 

pleafure  to  be  given  up; no  natural 

endearment  to  be  torn  from 

In  a  word,  he  would  tell  us,  We 

had  nothing  to  part  with but  what  was 

not  for  our  interefts  to  keep — : — and  that 
was  our  Vices ;  which  brought  death  and 
mifery  to  our  doors. 

He  would  go   on,   and  prove  it  by  a 
thoufand  arguments,  that  to  be  temperate 
and  chafte,-  and  juft  and  peaceable,  and 
*•  3 
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charitable  and  kind  to  one  another 

was  only  doing  that  for  CHRIST'S  fake, 
which  was  mod  for  our  own ;  and  that 
were  we  in  a  capacity  of  capitulating  with 
God  upon  what  terms  we  would  fubmit 

to  his  government, he  would  convince 

us,  'twould  be  impoffible  for  the  wit  of 
man  to  frame  any  propofals  more  for  our 
prefent  interefts,  than  to  lead  an  uncorrupted 

life to  do  the  thing  which  is  lawful  and 

right,  and  lay  fuch  reftraints  upon  our 
appetites  as  are  for  the  honour  of  human 
nature,  and  the  refinement  of  human  hap* 
pinefs. 

When  this  point  was  made  out,  and 
the  alarms  from   intereft  got  over, 
the  fpeclre  might  addrefs  himfelf  to  the 

other  paffions In  doing  this  he  could 

but  give  us   the   moft  engaging  ideas  of 

the  perfections  of  God, or  could  he 

do    more   than   imprefs   the   mod  awful 

ones,  of  his  majefly  and  power : he 

might  remind  us,  that  we  are  creatures 
but  of  a  day,  haftening  to  the  place  from 
whence  we*fhall  not  return; that  du- 
ring our  flay  we  flood  accountable  to 
this  Being,  who,  though  rich  in  mercies, 
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r— -yet  was  terrible  in   his  judgments  j 
that  he  took  notice  of  all  our  actions 

that  he   was  about  our  paths,   and 

about  our  beds,  and  fpied  out  all  our 
ways ;  and  was  fo  pure  in  his  nature,  that 
he  would  punifh  even  the  wicked  imagi- 
nations of  the  heart,  and  had  appointed  a 
day,  wherein  he  would  enter  into  this  in- 
quiry.—— 

He  might  add 

But  what? with  all  the  eloquence  of 

an  infpired  tongue,  What  could  he  add 
or  fay  to  us,  which  has  not  been  faid  be- 
fore ?  The  experiment  has  been  tried  a 
thoufand  times  upon  the  hopes  and  fears, 
the  reaions  and  paffiohs  of  men,  by  ail 

the  powers  of  nature the  applications 

of  which  have  been  fo  great,  and  the  va- 
riety of  addreifes  fo  unanfwerable,  that 
there  is  not  a  greater  paradox  in  the  world, 
than  that  fo  good  a  religion  mould  be  no 
better  recommended  by  its  profefibrs. 

The  fact  is,  mankind  are  not  always  in 
a  humour  to  be  convinced, — and  fo  long 
as  the  pre-engagement  with  our  paffions 
fubfifts,  it  is  not  argumentation  which  can 

L4 
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do  the  bufmefs ; — we  may  amufe  our- 
felves  with  the  ceremony  of  the  operation, 
but  we  reafon  not  with  the  proper  faculty, 
when  \ve  fee  every  thing  in  the  ihape  and 
colouring,  in  which  the  treachery  of  the 
fenfes  paints  it :  and  indeed,  were  we  only 
to  look  into  the  world,  and  obferve  how 
inclinable  men  are  to  defend  evil,  as  well 

as  to  commit  it, one  would  think,  at 

firft  fight,  they  believed,  that  all  dif- 
courfes  of  religion  and  virtue  were  mere 
matters  of  fpeculation,  for  men  to  enter- 
tain fome  idle  hours  with  ;  and  conclude 
very  naturally,  that  we  feemed  to  be 
agreed  in  no  one  thing,  but  fpeaking  well, 
.— snd  a&ing  ill.  -But  the  trueft  com- 
ment is  in  the  text,  -  Jf  they  hear  not 
Mofes  and  the  prophets ,  &c. 

If  they  are  not  brought  over  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  religion  upon   fuch   difcoveries 

as  GOD  haL  made or  has  enabled  them 

to  make,  they  will  (land  out  againft  all 

evidence : in    vain   {hall    one    rife   for 

their  conviction  ; was  the  earth  to  give 

up  her  dead — 'twould  be  the  fame; 

every    man   would    return   again    to   his 
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courfe,  and  the  fame  bad  paffions  would 
produce  the  fame  bad  adtions  to  the  end 
of  the  world. 

This  is  the  principal  leflbn  of  the  pa- 
rable ;  but  I  mufl  enlarge  upon  the  whole 

of  it becaufe  it  has  fome  other  ufeful 

leflbns,  and  they  will  bed  prefent  them- 
felves  to  us  as  we  go  along. 

In  this  parable,  which  is  one  of  the 
mod  remarkable  in  the  Gofpel,  our  SA^ 
VIOUR  reprefents  a  fcene,  in  which,  by  a 
kind  of  contraft,  two  of  the  moft  oppofite 
conditions  that  could  be  brought  together 
from  human  life,  are  pafs'd  before  our 
imaginations. 

The  one,  a  man  exalted  above  the  level 
of  mankind,  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of 

profperity, to  riches to  happinefs 

I  fay,  happinefs^ in  cornplir 

ance  with  the  world,  and  on  a  fuppo- 
iition,  that  the  pofieflion  of  riches  muft 
make  us  happy,  when  the  very  purfuit  of 
them  fo  warms  our  imagination,  that  we 
flake  both  body  and  foul  upon  the  event, 
as  if  they  were  things  not  to  be  purchafed 
at  too  dear  a  rate.  They  are  the  wages 
of  wifdom,— as  well  as  of  folly. «• 
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Whatever  was  the  cafe  here,  is  beyond 
the  purport  of  the  parable the  Scrip- 
ture is  filent,  and  fo  mould  we ;  it  marks 
only  his  outward  condition,  by  the  com- 
mon appendages  of  it,  in  the  two  great 

articles  of  Vanity  and  Appetite  : to 

gratify  the  one,  he  was  clothed  in  purple 

and  fine  linen  :  to  fatisfy  the*other, • 

fared  fumptuoufly  every  day  ; and 

upon  every  thing  too we'll  fuppofe, 

that  climates  could  furniih that  lux- 
ury could  invent,  or  the  hand  of  fcisnce 
could  torture. 

Clofe  by  his  gates  is  reprefented  an 
object  whom  Providence  might  feem  to 
have  placed  there,  to  cure  the  pride  of 
man,  and  mew  him  to  what  wretched- 
nefs  his  condition  might  be  brought :  a 
creature  in  all  the  fhipwreck  of  nature, 

helplefs, undone, in  want  of 

friends,  in  want  of  health, and  in 

want  of  every  thing  with  them  which  his 
diftrefles  called  for. 

In  this  (late  he  is  defcribed  as  defiring 
to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which  fell  from 
the  rich  man's  table  ;  and  though  the  cafe 
is  not  exprefsly  put,  that  he  was  refufed. 
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yet  as  the  contrary  is  not  affirmed  in  the 

hiftorical    part    of    the    parable, or 

pleaded  after  by  the  other,  that  he  fhewed 
mercy  to  the  miferable,  we  may  conclude 

his  requeft  was  unfuccefsful like  too 

many  others  in  the  world,  either  fo  high 
lifted  up  in  it,  that  they  cannot  look  down 
diftindly  enough  upon  the  fufferings  of 

their  fellow-creatures, or  by  long  fur- 

feiting  in  a  continual  courfe  of  banqueting 
and  good  cheer,  they  forget  there  is  fuch 
a  diftemper  as  hunger,  in  the  catalogue  of 
human  infirmities. 

Overcharged  with  this,  and  perhaps  a 
thoufand  unpitied  wants  in  a  pilgrimage 
through  an  inhofpitable  world,  the  poor 
man  (inks  filently  under  his  burden. — 
But,  good  GOD  !  whence  is  this  ?  Why 
doft  thou  fuffer  thefe,  hardfhips  in  a  world 
which  thou  haft  made ,?  Is  it  for  thy  ho- 
nour, that  one  man  mould  eat  the  bread 
of  fulnefs,  and  fo  many  of  his  own  flock 

and  lineage  eat  the  bread  of  forrow  ? - 

That  this  man  mould  go  clad  in  purple, 
and  have  all  his  paths  ftrewed  with  rofe- 
buds  of  delight,  whilft  fo  many  mourn- 
ful paflengers  go  heavily  along,  and  pafs 
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by  his  gates,  hanging  down  their  heads  f 
Is  it  for  thy  glory,  O  GOD  !  that  fo  large 
a  {hade  of  mifery  fhould  be  fpread  acrofs 
thy  works  :  or,  is  it  that  we  fee  but 
a  part  of  them?  When  the  great  chain 
at  length  is  let  down,  and  all  that  has 
held  the  two  worlds  in  harmony  is  feen  ; 
when  the  dawn  of  that  day  ap- 
proaches, in  which  all  the  diftrefsful  in- 
cidents of  this  drama  mail  be  unravell'd  ; 

'- when  every  man's  cafe  mail  be  re- 

confidered, then  wilt  thou  be  fully 

juflified  in  all  thy  ways,  and  every  mouth 
ihall  be  flopped. 

After  a  long  day  of  mercy  mifpent  in 
riot  and  uncliaritablenefs,  the  rich  man 

died  alfo  : the  parable  adds, — and  was 

buried  : Buried  no  doubt  in  triumph, 

with  all  the  ill-timed  pride  of  funerals, 
and  empty  decorations,  which  worldly 
folly  is  apt  to  proftitute  upon  thofe  oc- 
cafions. 

But  this  was  the  laft  vain  mow ;  the 
utter  conclufion  of  all  his  epicurean  gran- 
deur ; the  next  is  a  fcene  of  horror, 

where  he  is  reprefented  by  our  SAVIOUR, 
in  a  ftate  of  the  utmofl  mifery,  from 
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whence  he  is  fuppofed  to  lift  up  his  eyes 
towards  heaven,  and  cry  to  the  patriarch 
Abraham  for  mercy. 

An d  Abraham  faid.  Son,  remember  that 
thou  in  thy  lifetime  received/I  thy  good 
things. 

That  he  had  received  his  good 

things, 'twas  from  heaven, and 

could  be  no  reproach  :  with  what  feverity 
foever  the  Scripture  fpeaks  againft  riches, 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  living  or 
faring  fumpluouily  every  day,  was  the 
crime  objected  to  the  rich  man ;  or  that 
it  is  a  real  part  of  a  vicious  character : 
the  cafe  might  be  then  as  now  :  his  qua- 
lity and  flation  in  the  world  might  be 
fuppofed  to  be  fuch,  as  not  only  to  have 
juftified  his  doing  this,  but,  in  general, 
to  have  required  it  without  any  imputa- 
tion of  doing  wrong;  for  differences  of 
ftations  there  mud  be  in  the  world,  which 
muft  be  fupported  by  fuch  marks  of  dif- 
tindion  as  cufiom  impofes.  The  exceed- 
ing great  plenty  and  magnificence,  in 
which  Solomon  is  defcribed  to  have  lived, 
who  had  ten  fat  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen 
out  of  the  paftures,  and  a  hundred  flieep, 
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befides  harts  and  roe-bucks,  and  fallbw 
deer  and  fatted  fowl,  with  thirty  mea- 
fures  of  fine  flour,  and  threefcore  mea- 
fures  of  meal,  for  the  daily  provifion  of 

his  table  ; 'all  this  is  not  laid  to  him 

as  a  fin,  but  rather  remarked  as  an  in- 

ftance  of  Gop's  bleffing  to  him  ; and 

whenever  thefe  things  are  otherwife,  'tis 
from  a  \vafteful  and  dimoneft  perverfion  of 
them  to  pernicious  ends, and  oft- 
times,  to  the  very  oppofite  ones  for  which 

they  were  granted, to  glad  the  heart, 

to  open  it,  and  render  it  more  kind. 

And  this  feems  to  have  been  the  fnare 
the  rich  man  had  fallen  into — and  po£» 

fibly,  had  he  fared  lefs  fumptuoufly, 

he  might  have  had  more  cool  hours  for 
reflection,  and  been  better  difpofed  to 
have  conceived  an  idea  of  want,  and  to 
have  felt  companion  for  if. 

And  Abraham  Jhid,  Son,  remember  that 
thou  in  thy  lifetime  received/1  thy  good 
things,  and  likewtjk  Lazarus  e-vil  things. 
Remember  !  fad  fubjecl  of  recollec- 
tion !  that  a  man  has  pafled  through  this 
world  with  all  the  bleflings  and  advan- 
tages of  it,  on  his  fide, favoured  by 
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'GoD  Almighty  with  riches befriended 

by  his   fellow-creatures  in  the  means  of 

acquiring    them, affifted    every   hour 

by  the  foeiety  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  them — to  remember, 

how  much  he  has  received, how  little 

he  has  beftowed, that  he  has  been  no 

man's    friend, — no   one's    protector, 
no  one's  benefactor,- Blefled  GOD! 

Thus  begging  in  vain  for  himfelf,  he 
is  reprefented  at  laft  as  interceding  for 
his  brethren,  that  Lazarus  might  be  fent 
to  them  to  give  them  warning,  and  fave 
them  from  the  ruin  which  he  had  fallen 

into ; They  have  Mofes  and  the  prophets , 

was  the  anfwer  of  the  patriarch,  let 
•them  hear  them  ;  but  the  unhappy  man  is 
reprefented,  as  difcontented  with  it ;  and 
{till  perfifting  in  his  requeft,  and  urging, 
•—Nay,,  father  Abraham,  but  if  one  went 
from  the  dead,  they  'would  repent. 

He  thought  fo but  Abraham 

knew  otherwife  : And  the  grounds  of 

the  determination  I  have  explained  al- 
ready,  fo  mall  proceed  to  draw  fome 

other  conclufions  and  leflbns  from  the 
parable.  i 
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And  fir  ft,  our  SAVIOUR  might  further 
intend  to  difcover  to  us  by  it,  the  dangers 
to  which  great  riches  naturally  expofe 
mankind,  agreeably  to  what  is  elfewhere 
declared,  how  hardly  mall  they  who  have 
them,  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

The  truth  is,  they  are  often  too  dan* 
gerous  a  bleffing  for  GOD  to  truft  us 
with,  or  we  to  manage :  they  fur  round 
us  at  all  times  with  eale,  with  nonfenfe, 
with  flattery  and  falfe  friends,  with  which 
thoufands  and  ten  thousands  have  perifh- 

ed : they  are  apt  to  multiply  our 

faults,  and  treacheroufly  to  conceal  them 

from  us  ; they  hourly  admimfter  to 

our  temptations  ; and  neither  allow 

us  time  to  examine  our  faults,  or  humi- 
lity to  repent  of  them  : — nay,  what  is 
flrange,  do  they  not  often  tempt  men 
even  to  covetoufnefs  r  and  though  amidft 
all  the  ill  offices  which  riches  do  us,  one 
would  leaft  fufpecl  this  vice,  but  rather 
think  the  one  a  cure  for  the  other ;  yet 
fo  it  is,  that  many  a  man  contracts  his 
fpirits  upon  the  enlargement  of  .his  for- 
tune, and  is  the  more  empty  for  being 
full. 
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But  there  is  lefs  need  to  preach  againft 
this  :  we  feem  all  to  be  haftening  to  the 
oppofite  extreme  of  luxury  and  expence : 
we  generally  content  ourfelves  with  the 
folution  of  it;  and  fay,  JTis  a  natural 
confequence  of  trade  and  riches — and 
there  it  ends. 

By  the  way,  I  affirm,  there  is  a  miftake 
in  the  account ;  and  that  it  is  not  riches 
which  are  the  caufe  of  luxury,— but  the 
corrupt  calculation  of  the  world,  in  mak- 
ing riches  the  balance  for  honour,  for 
virtue,  and  for  every  thing  that  is  great 
and  good,  which  goads  fo  many  thou- 
fands  on  with  an  affectation  of  poffeffing 

more  than  they  have, and  confe- 

quently  of  engaging  in  a  fyftem  of  ex- 
pences  they  cannot  fupport. 

In  one  word,  'tis  the  neceflhy  of  appear- 
ing to  be  fomebody,  in  order  to  be  fo— . 
which  ruins  the  world. 

This  leads  us  to  another  leflbn  in  the 
parable,  concerning  the  true  ufe  and  ap- 
plication of  riches  ;  we  may  be  fure  from 
the  treatment  of  the  rich  man,  that  he 
did  not  employ  thofe  talents  as  GOD  in- 
tended. 

VOL.  VII.  M 
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How  GOD  did  intend  them,-^-may  as 
well  be  known  from  an  appeal  to  your 
own  hearts,  and  the  infcription  you  fhall 

read  there as  from  any  chapter  and 

verfe  I  might  cite  upon  the  fubjeft.  Let 
us  then  for  a  moment,  my  dear  audi- 
tors, turn  our  eyes  that  way,  and  con- 
fider  the  traces  which  even  the  moft  in- 
fenfible  man  may  have  proof  of,  from 
what  he  may  perceive  fpringing  up  within 
him  from  fome  cafual  acl  of  generofity  ; 
and  though  this  is  a  pleafure  which  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  good,  yet  let  him 

try  the  experiment ; let  him  comfort 

the  captive,  or  cover  the  naked  with  a 
garment,  and  he  will  feel  what  is  meant 
by  that  moral  delight  arifing  in  the  mind 
from  the  confcience  of  a  humane  aclion. 

But  to  know  it  right,  we  muft  call 

upon  the  compaffionate Cruelty  gives 

evidence  unwillingly,  and  feels  the  plea- 
fure but  imperfectly ;  for  this,  like  all 
other  pleafures,  is  of  a  relative  nature, 
and  confequently  the  enjoyment  of  it 
requires  fome  qualification  in  the  faculty, 
as  much  as  the  enjoyment  of  any  other 
good  does :— there  mufl  be  fomething- 
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antecedent  in  the  difpofition  and  temper 

which  will  render  that  good a  good 

to  that  individual ;  otherwife,  though  'tis 
true  it  may  be  poffefied,— — yet  it  never 
can  be  enjoyed. 

Confider  how  difficult  you  will  find  it 
to  convince  a  miferly  heart,  that  any 
thing  is  good,  which  is  not  profitable ;  or 
a  libertine  one,  that  any  thing  is  bad, 
which  is  pleafant. 

Preach  to  a  voluptuary,  who  has  mo- 
dell' d  both  mind  and  body  to  no  other 
happinefs  but  good  eating  and  drinking, 
bid  him  tafte  and  fee  how  good  God  is  : 
—  there  is  not  an  invitation  in  all  nature 
would  confound  him  like  it. 

In  a  word,  a  man's  mind  muft  be  like 
your  propofition,  before  it  can  be  relifh- 
ed ;  and  'tis  the  refemblance  between 
them,  which  brings  over  his  judgment, 
and  makes  him  an  evidence  on  your 
fide. 

'Tis  therefore  not  to  the  cruel,  'tis 

to  the  merciful ; to  thofe  who  rejoice 

with  thofe  that  rejoice,  and  weep  with 

them  that  weep, that  we  make  this 

M  2 


1 64  SERMON     XXIII. 

appeal : 'tis  to  the  generous,  the  kind, 

the  humane,  that  I  am  now  to  tell  the 
fad*  (lory  of  the  fatherlefs,  and  of  him 
who  hath  no  helper,  and  befpeak  your 
almfgiving  in  behalf  of  thofe,  who  know 
not  how  to  afk  for  it  themfelves. 

What  can  I  fay  more  ? it  is  a 

fubjeft  on  which  I  cannot  inform  your 

judgment, and  in   fuch  an  audience, 

I  would  not  prefume  to  praclife  upon  your 
paffions :  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  they 
whom  GOD  hath  bleffed  with  the  means, 

and  for  whom  he  has  done  more,  in 

bleffing  them  likewife  with  a  difpofition,— 
have  abundant  reafon  to  be  thankful  to 
him,  as  the  author  of  every  good  gift, 
for  the  meafure  he  hath  beftowed  to  them 
for  both  :  'tis  the  refuge  againil  the  ftormy 
wind  and  temped,  which  he  has  planted 
in  our  hearts ;  and  the  conftant  fluctua- 
tion of  every  thing  in  this  world,  forces 
all  the  fons  and  daughters  of  Adam  to 
leek  fhelter  under  it  by  turns.  Guard  it 
by  entails  and  fettlements  as  we  will,  the 
mod  affluent  plenty  may  be  flripp'd,  and 

*  Charity  Sermon  at  St.  Andrew's,  HoJborn. 
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find  all  its  worldly  comforts  like  fo  many 
withered  leaves  dropping  from  us; — the 
crowns  of  princes  may  be  fhaken  ;  and 
the  greateft  that  ever  awed  the  world, 
have  looked  back  and  moralized  upon  the 
turn  of  the  wheel. 

That  which  has  happened  to  one, 

may  happen  to  every  man :  and  there- 
fore that  excellent  rule  of  our  SAVIOUR, 
in  afts  of  benevolence,  as  well  as  every 

thing    elfe,  mould    govern    us  ; That 

ivhatfoever  ye  would  that  men  Jhould  do  to 
you,  do  ye  alfo  unto  them. 

Haft  thou  ever  laid  upon  the  bed  of 
languifhing,  or  laboured  under  a  dittem- 
per  which  threatened  thy  life?  Call  to 
mind  thy  forrowful  and  penfive  fpirit  at 
that  time,  and  fay,  What  it  was  that 
made  the  thoughts  of  death  fo  bitter : 

— if  thou    haft    children, I   affirm  it 

the  bitternefs  of   death  lay  there! if 

unbrought  up,  and  unprovided  for,  What 
will  become  of  them?  Where  will  they 
find  a  friend  when  I  am  gone,  who  will 
ftand  up  for  them,  and  plead  their  caufe 
againft  the  wicked? 

M3 
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BleiTed  GOD  !   to  thee,  who  art  a 

father  to  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  hufband  to 
the  widow, — I  intruft  them. 

Haft  thou  ever  fuftained  any  c'onfider- 
able  fhock  in  thy  fortune  ?  or,  Has  the 
fcantinefs  of  thy  condition  hurried  thee 
into  great  ftraits,  and  brought  thee  al- 
moft  to  diftraction  ?  Confider  what  was 
it  that  fpread  a  table  in  that  wildernefs 

of   thought, who   made   thy   cup   to 

overflow  ?  Was  it  not  a  friend  of  confo- 

lation  who  ftepped  in, faw  thee  em- 

barrafied  with  tender  pledges  of  thy  love, 

and  the   partner   of  thy    cares, took 

them  under  his  protection  ? Heaven  ! 

thou  wilt  reward  him  for  it ! and  freed 

thee  from  all  the  terrifying  apprehenfions 
of  a  parent's  love. 

Haft  thou 

But  how  mail  I  alk  a  queflion 
which  muft  bring  tears  into  fo  many  eyes  ? 
—Haft  thou  ever  been  wounded  in  a 
more  affecting  manner  (till,  by  the  lofs 
of  a  moft  obliging  friend, — or  been  torn 
away  from  the  embraces  of  a  dear  and 
promifmg  child  by  the  ftroke  of  death  ? 
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bitter  remembrance!  nature  droops 
at  it — but  nature  is  the  fame  in  all  con- 
ditions and  lots  of  life. A  child  thrufl 

forth  in  an  evil  hour,  without  food,  with- 
out raiment,  bereft  of  inftru&ion,  and- 
the  means  of  its  falvation,  is  a  fubject  of 
more  tender  heart-aches,  and  will  awaken 

every  power  of  nature : as  we  have 

felt  for  ourfelves, — let  us  feel  for  CHRIST 
fake — -let  us  feel  for  theirs  :  and  may  the 
GOD  of  all  comfort  blefs  you.  Amen. 
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Pride. 


LUKE,  XIV.   10,  II. 

But  thou,  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and  fit  down  in  the 
lowed  room,  that  when  he  that  bad  thee  cometh,  he 
may  fay  to  thee,  Frjend,  go  up  higher  ;  then  fliait  thou 
have  worfhip  in  the  prefence  of  them  who  fit  at  meat 
with  thee;  for  whofoever  exalteth  himfelf  fliall  be 
abafed  ;  and  he  that  hurnbleth  himfeif  fliall  be  ex- 
alted. 


TT  is  an  exhortation  of  our  SAVIOUR'S 
•••  to  Humility,  addrefled  by  way  of  in- 
ference from  what  he  had  faid  in  the  three 
foregoing  verfes  of  the  chapter  ;  where, 
upon  entering  into  the  houfe  of  one  of 
the  chief  Pharifees  to  eat  bread,  and 
marking  how  fmall  a  portion  of  this  ne- 
ceflary  virtue  entered  in  with  the  feveral 
guefts,  difcovering  itfelf  from  their  choof- 
ing  the  chief  rooms,  and  moft  diftinguim- 
ed  places  of  honour;  —  he  takes  the  oc- 
cafion  which  fuch  a  behaviour  offered,  to 
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caution  them   againft   Pride; — ftates  the 

inconvenience   of  the   paffion ; fhews 

the  difappointments  which  attend  it; 

the  difgrace  in  which  it  generally  ends; 
in  being  forced  at  laft  to  recede  from  the 
pretenfions  to  what  is  more  than  our  due; 
which,  by  the  way,  is  the  very  thing  the 
paffion  is  eternally  prompting  us  to  ex- 
pect. When,  therefore,  thou  art  bid- 
den to  a  wedding,  fays  our  SAVIOUR,  fit 
not  down  in  the  highefl  room,  left  a  more 
honourable  man  than  thou  be  bidden  of 
him;  and  he  that  bad  thee  and  him,  come 

and  fay  to  thee, Give  this  man  place : 

and  thou  begin  with  fhame  to  take  the 
lowed  room. 

— But  thou,  when  thou  art  bidden, 

go  and  fit  down  in  the  loweft  room  : 

hard    lecture ! In   the   loweft    room  ? 

— - — What, — do  I  owe  nothing  to  myfelf  ? 
Muft  I  forget  my  ftation,  my  character 
in  life  ?  Refign  the  precedence  which  my 
birth,  my  fortune,  my  talents,  have  al- 
ready placed  me  in  pofleffion  of; give 

all  up!  and  fuffer  inferiors  to  take  my 

honours?  Yes; for  that,  fays  our  SA- 

viour,  is  the  road  to  it :  For  wben  he  that 
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bad  thee  cometh,  be  will  fay  to  thee,  Frieni? 
g&  up  higher  ;  then  Jhalt  thou  have  worfhip 
in  the  prefence  of  them  that  fit  at  meat  with 
thee :— -for  whofoever  exalt eth  himfelf  Jhall 
be  abafed ;  and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf 
Jhall  be  exalted. 

To  make  good  the  truth  of  which  de- 
claration, it  is  not  necefiary  we  mould 
look  beyond  this  life,  and  fay,  That  in 
that  day  of  retribution,  wherein  every 
high  thing  mall  be.  brought  low,  and 
every  irregular  paffion  dealt  with  as  it  de- 

ferves ; that  pride,  amongft    the  reft 

(confidered  as  a  vicious  character),  (hall 
meet  with  its  proper  punimment  of  being 
abafed,  and  lying  down  for  ever  in  fhame 

and  difhonour. It  is  not  neceflary  we 

mould  look  fo  far  forwards  for  the  ac- 
complimment  of  this :  the  words  feem 
not  fo  much  to  imply  the  threat  of  a  dif- 
tant  punimment,  the  execution  of  which 

was  to  be  refpited  to  that  day  ; as  the 

declaration  of  a  plain  truth  depending 
upon  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  and 
evidently  verified  in  every  hour's  com* 
merce  of  the  world ;  from  whence,  as 
well  as  from  our  reafoning  upon  the 
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point,  it  is  found,  That  Pride  lays  us  open 
to  fo  many  mortifying  encounters,  which 
Humility  in  its  own  nature  refts  fecure 

from, that  verily,  each   of  them,   in 

this  world,  have  their  reward  faithfully 
dealt  out  by  the  natural  workings  of 
men's  paffions ;  which,  though  very  bad 
executioners  in  general,  yet  are  fo  far 
juft  ones  in  this,  that  they  feldom  fuffer 
the  exultations  of  an  infolent  temper  to 
efcape  the  abafement,  or  the  deportment 
of  a  humble  one  to  fail  of  the  honour, 
which  each  of  their  characters  do  deferve. 
In  other  vicious  excefles  which  a  man 
commits,  the  world  (though  it  is  not  much 
to  its  credit)  feems  to  Hand  pretty  neu- 
ter :  if  you  are  extravagant  or  intempe- 
rate, you  are  looked  upon  as  the  greateft 

enemy  to  yourfelf, or  if  an  enemy  to 

the  public,  at  leaft,  you  are  fo  remote  a 
one  to  each  individual,  that  no  one  feels 
himfelf  immediately  concerned  in  your 
punifhment :  but  in  the  inftances  of 
Pride,  the  attack  is  perfonal :  for  as  this 
paffion  can  only  take  its  rife  from  a  fecret 
companion,  which  the  party  has  been 
making  of  himfelf  to  my  difadvantage. 
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every  intimation  he  gives  me  of  what  he 
thinks  of  the  matter,  is  fo  far  a  direft  in- 
jury, either  as  it  withholds  the  refpecl 

which  is  my  due, or  perhaps  denies 

me  to  have  any ;  or  elfe,  which  prefles 
equally  hard,  as  it  puts  me  in  mind  of 
the  defects  which  I  really  have,  and  of 
which  I  arn  truly  confcious,  and  confe- 
quently  think  myfelf  the  lefs  deferving  of 
an  admonition :  in  every  one  of  which 
cafes,  the  proud  man,  in  whatever  lan- 
guage he  fpeaks  it, — — if  it  is  expreflive 
of  this  fuperiority  over  me,  either  in  the 
gifts  of  fortune,  the  advantages  of  birth 
or  improvements,  as  it  has  proceeded 
from  a  mean  eftimation,  and  poffibly  a 
very  unfair  one,  of  the  like  pretenfions 

in  myfelf, the  attack,  I  fay,  is  per- 

fonal ;  and  has  generally  the  fate  to  be 
felt  and  refented  as  fuch. 

So  that  with  regard  to  the  prefent  in- 
conveniences, there  is  fcarce  any  vice, 
bating  fuch  as  are  immediately  punifhed 
by  laws,  which  a  man  may  not  indulge 
with  more  fafety  to  himfelf,  than  this  one 

of  Pride; the  humbled  of  men  not 

being  fo  entirely  void  of  the  paflion  them- 
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felves,  but  that  they  fuffer  fo  much  from 
the  overflowings  of  it  in  others,  as  to 
make  the  literal  accomplifhment  of  the 
text  a  common  intereft  and  concern :  in 
which  they  are  generally  fuccefsful, — the 
nature  of  the  vice  being  fuch,  as  not  only 
to  tempt  you  to  it,  but  to  afford  the  oc- 
cafions  itfelf  of  its  own  humiliation. 

The  proud  man, fee ! he  is  fore 

all  over;  touch  him you  put  him  to 

pain:  and  though  of  all  others,  he  adts 
as  if  every  mortal  was  void  of  all  fenfe 
and  feeling,  yet  is  poffelfed  with  fo  nice 
and  exquifite  a  one  himfelf,  that  the 
flights,  the  little  neglefts  and  inftances  of 
diiefteem,  which  would  be  fcarce  felt  by 
another  man,  are  perpetually  wounding 
him,  and  oft-times  piercing  him  to  his 
very  heart. 

I  would  not  therefore  be  a  proud  man 
was  it  only  for  this,  that  it  mould  not  be 
in  the  power  of  every  one  who  thought 
fit*— to  chaflife  me  ; my  other  infirmi- 
ties, however  unworthy  of  me,  at  leaft 

will  not  incommode  me  : fo  little  dif- 

countenance  do  I  fee  given  to  them,  that 
it  is  not  the  world's  fault,  if  I  fuffer  by 
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them : but  here if  I  exalt  myfelf, 

I  have  no  profpeft  of  efcaping ; with 

this  vice  I  ftand  fwoln  up  in  every  body's 
way,  and  muft  unavoidably  be  thruft 
back :  whichever  way  I  turn,  whatever 
flep  I  take  under  the  direction  of  this 
paffion,  I  prefs  unkindly  upon  fome  one, 
and  in  return,  muft  prepare  myfelf  for 
fuch  mortifying  repulfes,  as  will  bring 
me  down,  and  make  me  go  on  my  way 
forrowing. 

This  is  from  the  nature  of  things,  and 
the  experience  of  life  as  far  back  as  So- 
lomon, whofe  obfervation  upon  it  was  the 

fame, and  it  will  ever  hold  good,  -thai 

before  honour  was  humility,  and  a  haughty 

fpirit  before   a  fall Put   not   therefore 

thy f elf  forth  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  and   \ 

ftand  not  in  the  place  of  great  men  : -for- 

better  is  it (which  by  the  way  is  the 

very  diffuafive  in  the  text) better  is  it, 

that  it  be  faid  unto  thee,  Friend,  come  up 
higher,  than  that  thou  Jhouldcft  be  put  lower 
in  the  prefence  of  the  prince  whom  thine  eyes 
have  fe en. 

Thus  much  for  the  illuftration  of  this 
one  argument  of  our  SAVIOUR'S,  againft 
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Pride : -there  are  many  other  confider- 

ations  which  expofe  the  weaknefs  of  it, 
which  his  knowledge  of  the  heart  of  man 
might  have  fuggefted ;  but  as  the  parti- 
cular occafion  which  gave  rife  to  this  lec- 
ture of  our  SAVIOUR'S  againft  Pride  na- 
turally led  him  to  fpeak  of  the  mortifi- 
cations which  attend  fuch  inftances  of  it, 

as  he  then  beheld  : for  this  reafon  the 

other  arguments  might  be  omitted,  which 
perhaps  in  a  fet  difc'ourfe  would  be  doing 
injuftice  to  the  fubject.  I  mall  therefore, 
in  the  remaining  part  of  this,  beg  leave 
to  offer  fome  other  confiderations  of  a 
moral  as  well  as  a  religions  nature  upon 
this  fubjeft,  as  fo  many  inducements  to 
check  this  weak  paffion  in  man ;  which, 
though  one  of  the  mod  convenient  of  his 
infirmities, — the  moft  painful  and  dif- 
courteous  to  fociety,  yet,  by  a  fad  fata- 
lity, fo  it  is,  that  there  are  few  vices  ex- 
cept fuch  whofe  temptations  are  imme- 
diately feated  in  our  natures,  to  which 
there  is  fo  general  a  propensity  throughout 
the  whole  race. 

This  had   led  fome    fatirical   pens    to 
write,   That  all  mankind  at  the  bottom 
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Were  proud  alike ; that  one  man  dif- 
fered from  another,  not  fo  much  in  the 
different  portions  which  he  poflefled  of  it, 
as  in  the  different  art  and  addrefs  by  which 
he  excels  in  the  management  and  difguife 
of  it  to  the  world  :  we  trample,  no  doubt, 
too  often,  upon  the  pride  of  Plato's  man- 
tle, with  as  great  a  pride  of  our  own ;  yet 
on  the  whole  the  remark  has  more  fpleen 
than  truth  in  it ;  there  being  thoufands 
(if  any  evidence  is  to  be  allowed)  of  the 
mod  unaffected  humility,  and  trueft  po- 
verty of  fpirit,  which  actions  can  give 
proof  of.  Notwithftanding  this,  fo 
much  may  be  allowed  to  the  obfervation, 
That  Pride  is  a  vice  which  grows  up  in 

fociety  fo  infenfibly ; (teals  in  unob* 

ferved  upon  the  heart  upon  fo  many  oc- 
cafions; — forms  itfelf  upon  fuch  ftrange 
pretenfions,  and  when  it  has  done,  veils 
itfelf  under  fuch  a  variety  of  unfufpected 
appearances,— fometimes  even  under  that 
of  Humility  itfelf; — in  all  which  cafes, 
Self-love,  like  a  falfe  friend,  inftead  of 
checking,  moft  treacheroufly  feeds  this 

humour, points  out   fome  excellence 

in  every  foul  to  make  him  vain,  and  think 

VOL.  VII.  N 
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more  highly  of  himfelf,  than  he  ought  to 

think  ; that,  upon  the  whole,  there  is 

no  one  weaknefs  into  which  the  heart  of 

man  is  more  eafily  betray 'd or  which 

requires  greater  helps  of  good  fenfe  and 
good  principles  to  guard  againfl. 

And  firft,  the  root  from  which  it  fprings 
is  no  inconfiderable  difcredit  to  the  fruit. 

If  you  look  into  the  bed  moral  writers, 
•who  have  taken  pains  to  fearch  into  the 

grounds  of  this  paffioii, they  will  tell 

you,  that  Pride  is  the  vice  of  little  and 
contracted  fouls  ; — that  whatever  affe&a- 
tion  df  greatnefs  it  generally  wears  and 
carries  in  the  looks,  there  is  always  mean- 

nefs  in  the  heart  of  it : a  haughty  and 

an  abject  temper,  I  believe,  are  much 
nearer  a-kin  than  they  will  acknowledge ; 

like  poor  relations,  they  look  a  little 

my  at  one  another  at  firft  fight,  but  trace 
back  their  pedigree,  they  are  but  colla- 
teral branches  from  the  fame  ftem  ;  and 
there  is  fcarce  any  one  who  has  not  feen 
many  fuch  inftances  of  it,  as  one  of  our 
poets  alludes  to,  in  that  admirable  ftroke 
he  has  given  of  this  affinity,  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  a  Pride  which  licks  the  duft. 
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As  it  has  meannefs  at  the  bottom  of  .it, 
— fo  it  is  juftly  charged  with  having  weak* 
nefs  there  too,  of  which  it  gives  the  ftrong- 
eft  proof  in  regard  to  the  chief  end  it  has 
in  view,  and  the  abfurd  means  it  takes  to 
bring  it  about. 

Confider  a  moment, What  is  it  the 

proud    man   aims   at? why, — fuch  a 

meafure  of  refpecl  and  deference,   as  is 
due  to  his  fuperior  merit,  &c.  &c. 

Now,  good  fenfe  and  a  knowledge  of 
the  world  mew  us,  that  how  much  fo- 
ever  of  thefe  are  due  to  a  man,  allowing 
he  has  made  a  right  calculation,— - 
they  are  ftill  dues  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
they  are  not  to  be  infifted  upon  :  Ho- 
nour and  Refpecl:  muft  be  a  Free-will  of- 
fering: treat  them  otherwife,  and  claim 

them  from  the  world  as  a  tax, they 

are  fure  to  be  withheld ;  the  firft  dif- 
covery  of  fuch  an  expectation  difappoints 
it,  and  prejudices  your  title  to  it  for 
ever. 

To    this   fpeculative   argument   of   its 

weaknefs,  it  has  generally  the  ill  fate  to 

add  another  of  a  more  fubftantial  nature, 

which  is  matter  of  facl: ;  that  to  turn  giddy 

N  a 
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upon  every,  little  exaltation,  is  experi- 
enced to  be  no  lefs  a  mark  of  a  weak  brain 
in  the  figurative,  than  it  is  in  the  literal 

fenfe  of  the  expreflion in  fober  truth, 

.  'tis  but  a  fcurvy  kind  of  a  trick  (quoties 
•uohtit  Fortuna  jocari) — when  Fortune,  in 
one  of  her  merry  moods,  takes  a  poor 
devil  with  this  paflion  in  his  head,  and 
mounts  him  up  all  at  once  as  high  as  me 

can  get  him for   it   is  fure  to  make 

him  play  fuch  phantaftic  tricks,  as  to 
become  the  very  fool  of  the  comedy; 
and  was  he  not  a  general  benefactor  to 
the  world  in  making  it  merry,  I  know 
not  how  Spleen  could  be  pacified  during 
the  reprefentation. 

A  third  argument  againft  Pride  is  the 
natural  connection  it  has  with  vices  of  an 
unfocial  afpe6l :  the  Scripture  feldom  in- 
troduces it  alone  'Anger,  or  Strife,  or 
Revenge,  or  fome  inimical  paffion,  is 
ever  upon  the  ftage  with  it ;  the  proofs 
and  reafons  of  which  I  have  not  time  to 
enlarge  on,  and  therefore  mall  fay  no 
more  upon  this  argument  than  this,  — — 

that  was  there  no  other, yet  the  bad 

company  this  vice  is  generally  found  in, 
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would  be  fufficient  by  itfelf  to  engage  a 
man  to  avoid  it. 

Thus  much  for  the  moral  confider- 
ations  upon  this  fubjeft  ;  a  great  part  of 
which,  as  they  illuftrate  chiefly  the  in- 
conveniences of  Pride  in  a  focial  light, 
may  feem  to  have  a  greater  tendency  to 
make  men  guard  the  appearances  of  it, 
than  conquer  the  paffion  itfelf,  and  root 
it  out  of  their  nature :  to  do  this  effec- 
tually, we  muft  add  the  arguments  of  re- 
ligion,  without  which,  the  bed  moral 
difcourfe  may  prove  little  better  than  a 
cold  political  le&ure,  taught  merely  to 
govern  the  paflion  fo,  as  not  to  be  inju- 
rious to  a  man's  prefent  intereft  or  quiet ; 
all  which  a  man  may  learn  to  practife 
well  enough,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  be 
a  perfect  ftranger  to  the  beft  part  of  hu-  • 
mility,  which  implies  not  a  concealment 
of  Pride,  but  an  abfolute  conquefl  over  the 
firft  rifings  of  it  which  are  felt  in  the 
heart  of  man. 

And,  firft,  one  of  the  moft  perfuafive 
arguments  which  religion   offers   to  this 
end  is  that  which  rifes  from  the  ftate  and 
K  3 
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condition  of  ourfelves,  both  as  to  our 
natural  and  moral  imperfections.  It  is 
impoffible  to  reflect  a  moment  upon  this 
hint,  but  with  a  heart  full  of  the  humble 
exclamation,  O  God!  what  is  man  ! 

even  a  thing  of  nought a  poor,  infirm, 

miferable  fhort-lived  creature,  that  pafies 
away  like  a  fhadow,  and  is  haftening  off 
the  ftage  where  the  theatrical  titles  and 
diftindions,  and  the  whole  mafk  of  Pride 
which  he  has  worn  for  a  day  will  fall  off, 
and  leave  him  naked  as  a  neglected  flave. 
Send  forth  your  imagination,  I  befeech 
you,  to  view  the  laft  fcene  of  the  greateil 
and  proudefl  who  ever  awed  and  governed 
the  world — fee  the  empty  vapour  difap- 
pearing !  one  of  the  arrows  of  mortality 
this  moment  flicks  faft  within  him :  fee 
—it  forces  out  his  life,  and  freezes  his 
blood  and  fpirits. 

Approach  his  bed  of  ft  ate lift 

up  the  curtain regard  a  moment  with 

filence 

Are  thefe  cold  hands  and  pale  lips 

all  that  is  left  of  him  who  was  canoniz'd 
by  his  own  pride,  or  made  a  god  of,  by 
his  flatterers  ? 
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O  my  foul !  with  what  dreams  haft  thou 
been  bewitched  ?  how  haft  thou  been  de- 
luded by  the  objects  thou  haft  fo  eagerly 
grafped  at  ? 

If  this  reflection  from  the  natural  im- 
perfection of  man,  which  he  cannot  re- 
medy, does  never thelefs  ftrike  a  damp 
upon  human  Pride,  much  more  muft  the 
confiderations  do  fo,  which  arife  from  the 
wilful  depravations  of  his  nature. 

Survey  yourfelves,  my  dear  Chriftians, 
a  few  moments  in  this  light — behold  a 
difobedient,  ungrateful,  intractable,  and 
diforderly  fet  of  creatures,  going  wrong 

feven  times  in  a  day, acting  fometimes 

every  hour  of  it  againft  your  own  con- 
victions — your  own  interefts,  and  the  in- 
tentions of  your  GOD,  who  wills  and  pro- 
pofes  nothing  but  your  happinefs  and 

profperity -what  reafon  does  this  view 

furnifh  you  for  Pride  ?  how  many  does  it 
fuggeft  to  mortify  and  make  you  amamed? 

well  might  the  fon  of  Syrach  fay  in 

that  farcaftical  remark  of  his  upon  it, 

That  PRIDE  was  not  made  for  man • 

for  fome  purpofes,   and  for  fome  parti- 

<?ular  being.^  the  paflion  might  have  been 

N  4 
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fhaped         but  not  for  him     •    fancy  it 
where  you  will,  'tis  no  where  fo  improper 
« — 'tis  in  no  creature  fo  unbecoming— 
But  why  fo  cold  an  aifent  to  fo  in- 

contefted  a  truth  ? Perhaps  thou  haft 

reafons  to  be  proud : for  heaven's  fake 

let  us  hear  them Thou  haft  the  ad- 
vantages   of  birth   and  title  to  boaft  of 
or  thou  ftandeft  in  the  funfhine  of 

court  favour or  thou  haft  a  large  for- 

tune or    great    talents or    much 

learning — —or  nature  has  beftowed  her 
graces  upon  thy  perfon  fpeak — on 
which  of  thefe  foundations  haft  thou  raifed 
this  fanciful  ftrufture  ?  Let  us  exa- 
mine them. 

Thou  art  well  born : then  truft  me, 

'twill  pollute  no  one  drop  of  thy  blood  to 
be  humble  :  humility  calls  no  man  down 

from  his  rank, diverts  not  princes  of 

their  titles  j  it  is  in  life  what  the  clear  ob- 
fcure  is  in  painting  j  it  makes  the  hero 
ftep  forth  in  the  canvas,  and  detaches  his 
figure  from  the  group  in  which  he  would 
otherwife  ftand  confounded  for  ever. 

If  thou  art  rich then  mew  thegreat- 

nefs  of  thy  fortune,— —or  what  is  better3 
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the  greatnefs  of  thy  foul,  in  the  meeknefs 
of  thy  converfation ;  condefcend  to  men 

of  low   eftate fupport  the    diftrefled, 

and  patronize  the  neglected. Be  great; 

but  let  it  be  in  confidering  riches  as  they 
are ;  as  talents  committed  to  an  earthen  •vef- 
fel — That  thou  art  but  the  receiver, — and 
that  to  be  obliged  and  to  be  vain  too, — is 
but  the  old  folecifm  of  pride  and  beggary, 

which,   though  they  often  meet, yet 

ever  make  but  an  abfurd  fociety. 

If  thou  art  powerful  in  intereft,  and 
ftandeft  deified  by  a  fervile  tribe  of  de- 
pendents,— why  moulded  thou  be  preud, 
— becaufe  they  are  hungry? — Scourge 
me  fuch  fycophants :  they  have  turned 
the  heads  of  thoufands  as  well  as  thine 

—But  'tis  thy  own  dexterity  and 
ftrength  which  have  gained  thee  this  emi- 
nence:  -allow  it;  but  art  thou  proud 

that  thou  ftandeft  in  a  place  where  thou  art 
the  mark  of  one  man's  envy,  another  man's 
malice,  or  a  third  man's  revenge, 
where  good  men  may  be  ready  to  fufpeft 
thee,  and  whence  bad  men  will  be  ready 
to  pull  thee  down  ?  I  would  be  proud  of 
nothing  tfrat  is  uncertain:  Haman  was 
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fo,  becaufe  he  was  admitted  alone  to  queen 
Either '$    banquet ;     and     the    diftinclion 

raifed   him, but    it   was    fifty   cubits 

higher  than  he  ever  dream'd  or  thought 
of. 

Let  us  pafs  on  to  the  pretences  of  learn- 
ing, &c.  &c.  If  thou  haft  a  little,  thou 
wilt  be  proud  of  it  in  courfe:  if  thou 
hail  much,  and  good  fenfe  along  with  it, 
there  will  be  no  reafon  to  difpute  againft 
the  paffion :  a  beggarly  parade  of  rem- 
nants is  but  a  forry  object  of  Pride  at  the 
beft; — —but  more  fo  when  we  can  cry 
out  upon  it,  as  the  poor  man  did  of  his 

hatchet *Alas  !  Mqfter, for  it  was 

borrowed, 

It  is  treafon  to  fay  the  fame  of  Beauty 
whatever  we  do  of  the  arts  and  or- 
naments with  which  Pride  is  wont  to  fet 
it  off;  the  weakeft  minds  are  mod  caught 
with  both;  being  ever  glad  to  win  at- 
tention and  credit  from  fmall  and  flender 
accidents,  through  difability  of  purchaf- 
ing  them  by  better  means.  In  truth, 
beauty  has  fo  many  charms,  one  knows 

*  2  Kings,  vi.  7. 
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not  how  to  fpeak  againft  it ;  and  when  it 
happens  that  a  graceful  figure  is  the  ha- 
bitation of  a  virtuous  foul,  when  the 
beauty  of  the  face  fpeaks  out  the  modefty 
and  humility  of  the  mind,  and  the  juft- 
nefs  of  the  proportion  raifes  our  thoughts 
up  to  the  art  and  wifdom  of  the  great 
Creator,  fomething  may  be  allowed  it, 
and  fomething  to  the  embellimments 
which  fet  it  off; — and  yet,  when  the 

whole  apology  is  read, it  will  be 

found  at  laft,  that  Beauty,  like  Truth, 
never  is  fo  glorious  as  when  it  goes  the 
plaineft. 

Simplicity  is  the  great  friend  to  na- 
ture, and  if  I  would  be  proud  of  any  thing 
in  this  filly  world,  it  mould  be  of  this 
honed  alliance. 

Confider  what  has  been  faid ;  and  may 
the  GOD  of  all  mercies  and  kindnefs  watch 
over  your  paflions,  and  infpire  you  with 
all  humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  patience, 
and  long  f offering.— Amen. 
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Humility. 

MATTHEW,  xi.  29. 

Learn  of  me,  for  I   am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart;  and  ye 
ftiall  find  reft  unto  your  fouls. 

npHE  great  bufmefs  of  man,  is  the  re* 
•*•  gulation  of  his  fpirit ;  the  pofieflion 
of  fuch  a  frame  and  temper  of  mind,  as 
will  lead  us  peaceably  through  this  world, 
and  in  the  many  weary  flages  of  it,  afford 
us,  what  we  mail  be  fure  to  (land  in  need 

of, Reft  unto  our  fouls. 

Reft  unto  our  fouls!         'tis  all  we 

want — the  end  of  all  our  wimes  and  pur- 
fuits :  give  us  a  profpeft  of  this,  we  take 
the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  fly  to  the 
uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  to  have  it 
in  poffeffion :"  we  feek  for  it  in  titles,  in 
liches  and  pleafures — climb  up  after  it  by 

ambition, come  down  again  and  (loop 

for  it  by  avarice, try  all  extremes; 
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ftill  we  are  gone  out  of  the  way,  nor  is 
it,  till  after  many  miferable  experiments, 
that  we  are  convinced  at  laft,  we  have 
been  feeking  every  where  for  it,  but 
where  there  is  a  profpeft  of  finding  it ; 
and  that  is,  within  ourfelves,  in  a  meek 
and  lowly  difpofition  of  heart.  This,  and 
this  only,  will  give  us  reft  unto  our 

fouls: reft,  from  thofe  turbulent  and 

haughty  paffions  which  difturb  our  quiet : 

reft,  from  the  provocations  and  dif- 

appointments  of  the  world,  and  a  train  of 
untold  evils  too  long  to  be  recounted, 
again  ft  all  which  this  frame  and  preparation 
of  mind  is  the  beft  protection. 

I  beg  you  will  go  along  with  me  in  this 
argument.  Confider  how  great  a  mare 
of  the  uneafinefTes  which  take  up  and  tor- 
ment our  thoughts,  owe  their  rife  to  no- 
thing elfe,  but  the  difpofitions  of  mind 
which  are  oppofite  to  this  character. 

With  regard  to  the  provocations  and 
offences  which  are  unavoidably  happen- 
ing to  a  man  in  his  commerce  with  the 

world, take  it  as  a  rule, as  a  man's 

pride  is, fo  is  always  his  difpleafure ; 

—  as  the  opinion  of  himfelf  life?, • 
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fo  does  the  injury,  fo  does  his  re  fen  t- 
ment :  'tis  this  \vhich  gives  edge  and  force 
to  the  inftrument  which  has  ftruck  him, 
•  and  excites  that  heat  in  the  wound 
which  renders  it  incurable. 

See  how  different  the  cafe  is  with  the 
humble  man :  one  half  of  thefe  painful 
conflicts  he  actually  eicapes ;  the  other 
part  fall  lightly  on  him: — he  provokes 
no  man  by  contempt ;  thrufts  himfelf 
forward  as  the  mark  of  no  man's  envy  :  fo 
that  he  cuts  off  the  firft  fretful  occafions 
of  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  evils ;  and  for 
thofe  in  which  the  paflions  of  others  would 
involve  him,  like  the  humble  fhrub  in 
the  valley,  gently  gives  way,  and  fcarce 
feels  the  injury  of  thofe  ftormy  encounters 
which  rend  the  proud  cedar,  and  tear  it 
up  by  its  roots. 

If  you  confider  it  with  regard  to  the 
many  difappointments  of  this  life,  which 
arife  from  the  hopes  of  bettering  our  con- 
dition, and  advancing  in  the  world,— 
the  reafoning  is  the  fame. 

What  we  expecl, is  ever  in  pro- 
portion to  the  eftimate  made  of  ourfelves ; 
when  pride  and  felf-love  have  brought  uv 
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in  their  account  of  this  matter,  we 
find,  that  we  are  worthy  of  all  honours — 

fit  for  all  places  and  employments : 

as  our  expectations  rife  and  multiply,  fo 
muft  our  difappointments  with  them ; 
and  there  needs  nothing  more  to  lay  the 
foundation  of -our  unhappinefs,  and  both 
to  make  and  keep  us  miferable.  And 
in  truth  there  is  nothing  fo  common  in 
life  as  to  fee  thoufands,  who,  you  would 
fay,  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be 
at  reft,  fo  torn  up  and  difquieted  with 
forrows  of  this  clafs,  and  fo  inceifantly 
tortured  with  the  difappointments  which 
their  pride  and  paffions  have  created  for 
them,  that  though  they  appear  to  have 
all  the  ingredients  of  happinefs  in  their 

hands, they  can  neither  compound  or 

ufe  them  : — How  mould  they  ?  the  goad 
is  ever  in  their  fides,  and  fo  hurries  them, 
on  from  one  expectation  to  another,  as 
to  leave  them  no  reft  day  or  night. 

Humility,  therefore,  recommends  it- 
felf  as  a  fecurity  againft  thefe  heart-aches, 
which  though  ridiculous  fometimes  in 
the  eye  of  the  beholder,  yet  are  ferious 
enough  to  the  man  who  fuffers  them, 
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and  I  believe  would  make  no  inconfider- 
able  account  in  a  true  catalogue  of  the 
difquietudes  of  mortal  man :  againft  thefe, 
I  fay,  Humility  is  the  bed  defence. 

He  that  is  little  in  his  own  eyes,  is 
little  too  in  his  defires,  and  confequently 
moderate  in  his  purfuit  of  them :  like 
another  man  he  may  fail  in  his  attempts, 

and  lofe  the  point  he  aimed  at, but 

that  is  all, he  lofes  not  himfelf, 

he  lofes  not  his  happinefs  and  peace  of 
mind  with  it,  — even  the  contentions  of 
the  humble  man  are  mild  and  placid.  — • 
Blefled  character !  when  fuch  a  one  is 
thrufl  back,  who  does  not  pity  him? — 
when  he  falls,  who  would  not  ftretch  out  a 
hand  to  raife  him  up  ? 

And  here,  I  cannot  help  flopping  ia 
the  midft  of  this  argument,  to  make  a 
mort  obfervation,  which  is  this.  When 
we  reflect  upon  the  character  of  Humi- 
lity,—— we  are  apt  to  think  it  ftands  the 
mpft  naked  and  defencelefs  of  all  virtues 

whatever, the  leafl  able  to  fupport  its 

claims  againft  the  infolent  antagomfl  who 
feems  ready  to  bear  him  down,  and  all 

VOL.  VII.  O 
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oppofition  which  fuch  a  temper  can 
make. 

Now,  if  we  confider  him  as  {landing 
alone, — no  doubt,  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  will 
be  overpowered  and  trampled  upon  by 

his   oppofer ; but  if  we  confider  the 

meek  and  lowly  man,  as  he  is — fenced 
and  guarded  by  the  love,  the  friendfliip, 

and  wifhes  of  all  mankind, that  the 

other  ftands  alone,  hated,  difcounte- 
nanced,  without  one  true  friend  or  hearty 

well-wifher  on  his  fide ; when,  this  is 

balanced,  we  mail  have  reafon  to  change 
our  opinion,  and  be  convinced  that  the 
humble  man,  ftrengthened  with  fuch  an 
alliance,  is  far  from  being  fo  over-match- 
ed as  at  firft  fight  he  may  appear ; — nay 
I  believe  one  might  venture  to  go  further 
and  engage  for  it,  that  in  all  fuch  cafes, 
where  real  fortitude  and  true  perfonal 
courage  were  wanted,  he  is  much  more 
likely  to  give  proof  of  it,  and  I  would 
fooner  look  for  it  in  fuch  a  temper  than 
in  that  of  his  adverfary.  Pride  may 

make  a    man   violent, but   Humility 

will  make   him   firm: and  which  of 
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the   two,   do  you  think,  likely  to  come 

off  with  honour  ? he,  who  afts  from 

the  changeable  impulfe  of  heated  blood, 
and  follows  the  uncertain  motions  of  his 

pride  and  fury, or  the  man  who  flands 

cool  and  collected  in  himfelf;  who  go- 
verns his  refentments,  inftead  of  being 
governed  by  them,  and  on  every  occafion 
acts  upon  the  fleady  motives  of  principle 
and  duty  ? 

But  this   by  the    way ; though  in 

truth  it  falls  in  with  the  main  argument ; 
for  if  the  obfervation  is  juft,  and  Humility 
has  the  advantages  where  we  mould  leaft 
expert  them,  the  argument  rifes  higher 
in  behalf  of  thofe  which  are  more  appa- 
rently on  its  fide. In  all  which,  if  the 

humble  man  finds,  what  the  proud  man 

muft  never  hope  for  in  this  world, 

that  is,  reft  to  bis  foul ', fo  does  he  like- 

wife  meet  with  it  from  the  influence  fuch 
a  temper  has  upon  his  condition  under 
the  evils  of  his  life,  not  as  chargeable 
upon  the  vices  of  men,  but  as  the  por- 
tion of  his  inheritance,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  GOD.  For  if,  as  Job  fays,  we 
are  born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  up- 

02 
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wards,  furely  it  is  he  who  thinks  the 
greateft  of  thefe  troubles  below  his  fins, 
. — and  the  fmalleft  favours  above  his  me- 
rit, that  is  likely  to  fuffer  the  leaft  from 
the  one,  and  enjoy  the  moft  from  the 
other :  'tis  he  who  poflefles  his  foul  in 
rneeknefs,  and  keeps  it  fubjefted  to  all 
the  iffues  of  fortune,  that  is  the  farthefl 

out  of  their  reach. No. He  blames 

not  the  fun,  though  it  does  not  ripen  his 
vine,  nor  bluflers  at  the  winds,  though 
they  bring  him  no  profit. If  the  foun- 
tain of  the  humble  man  rifes  not  as  high 

as  he  could  wifh he  thinks,  however, 

that  it  rifes  as  high  as  it  ought ;  and  as 
the  laws  of  nature  (till  do  their  duty, 
that  he  has  no  caufe  to  complain  againft 
them. 

If  difappointed  of  riches — he  knows 
the  providence  of  GOD  is  not  his  debtor ; 
that  though  he  has  received  lefs  than 
others,  yet  as  he  thinks  himfelf  lefs  than 
the  leaft,  he  has  reafon  to  be  thankful. 

If  the  world  goes  untoward  with  the 
humble  man,  in  other  refpecls, — he  knows 
a  truth  which  the  proud  man  does  never 
acknowledge,  and  that  is,  that  the  world 
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was  not  made  for  him  ;  and  therefore  how 
little  mare  foever  he  has  of  its  advan- 
tages, he  fees  an  argument  of  content,  in 
reflecting  how  little  it  is,  that  a  com- 
pound of  fin,  of  ignorance,  and  frailty, 
has  grounds  to  expect. 

A  foul  thus  turned  and  refigned,  is 
carried  fmoothly  down  the  flream  of  pro- 
vidence ;  no  temptations  in  his  pafiage 

difquiet  him  with  defire, no  dangers 

alarm  him  with  fear :  though  open  to  all 
the  changes  and  chances*  of  others, 
yet  by  feeing  the  juflice  of  what  happens, 
—and  humbly  giving  way  to  the  blow, 
•  j  though  he  is  fmitten,  he  is  not  fmit- 
ten  like  other  men,  or  feels  the  fmart 
which  they  do. 

Thus  much  for  the  doctrine  of  Hu- 
mility ;  let  us  now  look  towards  the  ex- 
ample of  it. 

It  is  obferved  by  fome  one,  that  as 
pride  was  the  paffion  through  which  fin 
sind  mifery  entered  into  the  world,  and 
gave  our  enemy  the  triumph  of  ruining 
our  nature,  that  therefore  the  Son  of 
GOD,  who  came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that 
;tvhich  was  loll,  when  he  entered  upon 
03 
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the  work  of  our  reftoration,  he  began  at 
the  very  point  where  he  knew  we  had 
failed ;  and  this  he  did  by  endeavouring 
to  bring  the  foul  of  man  back  to  its  ori- 
ginal temper  of  Humility  ;  fo  that  his  firft 
public  addrefs  from  the  Mount  began 
with  a  declaration  of  bleflednefs  to  the 
poor  in  fpirit, and  almoft  his  laft  ex- 
hortation in  the  text,  was  to  copy  the  fair 
original  he  had  fet  them  of  this  virtue, 
and  to  learn  of  him  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart. 

It  is  the  moft  unanfwerable  appeal  that 
can  be  made  to  the  heart  of  man,— 
and  fo  perfuafive  and  accommodated  to 
all  Chriftians,  that  as  much  pride  as  there 
is  Hill  in  the  world,  it  is  not  credible  but 
that  every  believer  muft  receive  fome 
tincture  of  the  character  or  bias  towards 
it  from  the  example  of  fo  great,  and  yet 
fo  humble  a  Mafter,  whofe  whole  courfe 
of  life  was  a  particular  lecture  to  this  one 
virtue;  and  in  every  inftance  of  it  mewed, 
that  he  came  not  to  fhare  the  pride  and 
glories  of  life,  or  fwell  the  hopes  of  am- 
bitious followers,  but  to  cafl  a  damp  up- 
on them  for  ever,  by  appearing  himfdlf 
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rather  as  a  fervant  than  a  mafter, . 

coming,  as  he  continually  declared,  not 
to  be  miniflered  unto,  but  to  minifter ; 
and  as  the  Prophet  had  foretold  in  that 

mournful  defcription  of  him, to  have 

no  form  or  comelinefs,  nor  any  beauty 
that  they  mould  defire  him.  The  volun- 
tary meannefs  of  his  birth, the  po- 
verty of  his  life, the  low  offices  in 

which  it  was  engaged,  in  preaching  the 

Gofpel  to  the  poor, the  inconveniences 

which   attended  the  execution   of  it,   in 

having  no  where  to  lay  his  head, all 

fpoke    the   fame   language: that   the 

GOD  of  truth  mould  fubmit  to  the  fuf- 
picion  of  an  impoflure : — his  humble  de- 
portment under  that,  and  a  thoufand  pro- 
vocations of  a  thanklefs  people,  ftill  raifes 
this  character  higher; — and  what  exalts  it 

to   its   higheft  pitch, the  tender  and 

pathetic  proof  he  gave  of  the  fame  difpo- 
fition  at  the  conclufion  and  great  ca- 
taftrophe  of  his  fufferings, — when  a  life  full 
of  fo  many  inftances  of  humility  was 
crowned  with  the  moft  endearing  one  of 
humbling  himfelf  even  to  the  death  of  the 
frofs  ; — the  death  of  a  flave,  a  malefactor 
04 
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dragged  to  Calvary,  without  oppofi- 

tion -infulted  without  complaint.' . 

— Bleffed  JESUS  !  how  can  the  man  who 
calls  upon  thy  name,  but  learn  of  thee  to 
be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart  ? — how  can  he 
but  profit  when  fuch  a  leflbn  was  feconded 
— by  fuch  an  example  ? 

If  humility  mines  fo  bright  in  the  cha- 
racter of  CHRIST,  fo  does  it  in  that  of  his 
religion ;  the  true  fpirit  of  which  tends 
all  the  fame  way.—  Chriftianity,  when 
rightly  explained  and  pradlifed,  is  all 
meeknefs  and  candour,  and  love  and  cour- 
tefy :  and  there  is  no  one  paflion  our  SA- 
VIOUR rebukes  fo  often,  or  with  fo  much 
fharpnefs,  as  that  one,  which  is  fubver- 

five  of  thefe  kind  effects, and  that  is 

pride,  which  in  proportion  as  it  governs 
us,  necefifarily  leads  us  on  to  a  difcourte- 
ous  opinion  and  treatment  of  others. 

I  fay  necejfarlly^ becaufe  'tis  a  natural 

confequence,  and  the  progrefs  from  the 
one  to  the  other  is  unavoidable. 

This    our  SAVIOUR  often  remarks  in 

the  character  of  the  Pharifees : they 

traded  in  themfelves,- 'twas  no  won- 
der then  they  defpiifed  others. 
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This,  I  believe,  might  principally  re- 
late to  fpiritual  pride,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  the  worfl  of  all  prides  ;  and  as  it 
is  a  very  bad  fpecies  of  a  very  bad  paf- 
fion,  I  cannof  do  better  than  conclude  the 
difcourfe  with  fome  remarks  upon  it. 

In  moft  conceits  of  a  religious  fuperi- 
ority,  there  has  ufually  gone  hand  in  hand 

with  it,  another  fancy, which 1 

fuppofe  has  fed  it ; and  that  is,  a  per- 

fuafion  of  fome  more  than  ordinary  aids 

and  illuminations  from  above. Let  us 

examine  this  matter. 

That  the  influence  and  affiftance  of 
GOD'S  fpirit  in  a  way  imperceptible  to 
us,  does  enable  us  to  render  him  an  ac- 
ceptable fervice,  we  learn  from  Scripture 
—In  what  particular  manner  this  is  ef- 
fected, fo  that  the  aft  mail  Mill  be  im- 
puted ours the  Scripture  fays  not : 

we  know  only  the  account  is  fo  ;  but  as 
for  any  fenfible  demonstrations  of  its 
workings  to  be  felt  as  fuch  within  us  — 
the  word  of  GOD  is  utterly  filent ;  nor 
can  that  filence  be  fupplied  by  any  expe- 
rience.  We  have  none  ;  unlefs  you 

call  the  falfe  pretences  to  it  fuch,—— 
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fuggefted  by  an  enthufiaftic  or  diftemper- 
cd  fancy.  As  exprefsly  as  we  are  told 
and  pray  for  the  infpiration  of  GOD'S 
fpirit,  there  are  no  boundaries  fixed,  nor 
can  any  be  ever  marked,  to  diftinguifh 
them  from  the  efforts  and  determinations 
of  our  own  reafon  :  and  as  firmly  as  mod 
Chriftians  believe  the  effects  of  them  up. 
on  their  hearts,  I  may  venture  to  affirm, 
that  fince  the  promiies  were  made,  there 
never  was  a  Chriftian  of  a  cool  head  and 
found  judgment,  that,  in  any  inflance  of 
a  change  of  life,  would  prefume  to  fay, 
which  part  of  his  reformation  was  owing 
to  divine  help, or  which  to  the  ope- 
rations of  his  own  mind  ;  or  who,  upon 
looking  back,  would  pretend  to  flrike  the 
line,  and  fay,  "  here  it  was  that  my  own 
"  reflections  ended  j" — —and  at  this  point 
the  fuggeftions  of  the  Spirit  of  GOD  be- 
gan to  take  place. 

However  backwards  the  world  has  been 
in  former  ages  in  the  difcovery  of  fuch 
points  as  GOD  never  meant  us  to  know, 
- —  we  have  been  more  fuccefsful  in  our 

own  days: thoufands  can   trace   out 

now  the  impreffions  of  this  divine  inter- 
9 


SERMON     XXV.  sos 

courfe  in  themfelves,  from  the  firft  mo- 
ment they  received  it,  and  with  fuch  dif- 
tind  intelligence  of  its  progrefs  and 
workings,  as  to  require  no  evidence  of  its 
truth. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  prefent  age 
has  not  altogether  the  honour  of  this  dif- 
covery ; — there  were  too  many  grounds 
given  to  improve  on  in  the  religious  cant 
cf  the  laft  century ; — when  the  in-comingst 
in-dwellings ,  and  Gift-letting!  of  the  Spirit, 
were  the  fubje&s  of  fo  much  edification  ; 
and  when,  as  they  do  now,  the  moil  illi- 
terate mechanics,  who,  as  a  witty  divine 
faid  of  them,  were  much  fitter  to  make 
a  pulpit,  than  get  into  one,  were  yet  able 
fo  to  frame  their  nonfenfe  to  the  nonfenfe 
of  the  times,  as  to  beget  an  opinion  in  their 
followers,  not  only  that  they  pray'd  and 
preach'd  by  infpiration,  but  that  the  moil 
common  actions  of  their  lives  were  fet 
about  in  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD. 

The  tenets  of  the  quakers  (a  frarmlefs 
quiet  people)  are  collateral  dependents 
from  the  fame  enthufiaftic  original ;  and 
their  accounts  and  way  of  reafoning  up- 
on their  inward  light  and  fpiritual  wor- 
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fhip,  are  much  the  fame ;  which  laft  they 
carry  thus  much  further,  as  to  believe  the 
Holy  Ghofl  conies  down  upon  their  af- 
femblies,  and  moves  them,  without  regard 
to  condition  or  fex,  to  make  interceffions 
with  unutterable  groans. 

So  that,  in  fad,  the  opinions  of  me- 
thodifts,  upon  which  I  was  firft  entering, 
is  but  a  republication  with  fome  alter- 
ations of  the  fame  extravagant  conceits  ; 
and  as  enthufiafm  generally  fpeaks  the 
fame  language  in  all  ages,  'tis  but  too 
fadly  verified  in  this  ;  for  though  we  have 
not  yet  got  to  the  old  terms  of  the  in- 
comings and  in-dwellings  of  the  Spirit, 
yet  we  have  arrived  at  the  firft  feel- 
ings of  its  entrance,  recorded  with  as 
particular  an  exaclnefs  as  an  act  of  fili- 
ation,  fo  that  numbers  will  tell  you 

the  identical  place the  day  -of  the 

month,  and  the  hour  of  the  night,  when 
the  Spirit  came  in  upon  them,  and  took 
pofleffion  of  their  hearts. 

Now  there  is  this  inconvenience  on  our 
fide,  That  there  is  no  arguing  with  a 
frenzy  of  this  kind :  for  unlefs  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  cafe  be  a  confutation  of 
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its  folly  to  them,  they  muft  for  ever  be 
led  captive  by  a  delufion,  from  which  no 
reafoner  can  redeem  them :  for  if  you 
mould  inquire,  upon  what  evidence  fo 

ftrange    a    perfuafion   is    grounded? • 

they  will  tell  you,  "  They  feel  it  is  fo." 
—If  you  reply,  That  this  is  no  con- 
viction to  you,  who  do  not  feel  it  like 
them,  and  therefore  would  wifh  to  be 
fatisfied  by  what  tokens  they  are  able  to 
diftinguim  fuch  emotions  from  thofe  of 
fancy  and  complexion  ?  they  will  anfwer, 
That  the  manner  of  it  is  incommunicable 
by  human  language,  but  'tis  a  matter  of 

faft, they  feel  its  operations  as  plain 

and  diftincl,  as  the  natural  fenfations  of 
plcafure,  or  the  pains  of  a  diforder'd 
body. — And  fmce  I  have  mentioned  a  dif- 
order'd body,  I  cannot  help  fuggefiing, 
that  amongft  the  more  ferious  and  de- 
luded of  this  fed,  'tis  much  to  be  doubted 
whether  a  diforder'd  body  has  not  oft- 
times  as  great  a  (hare  in  letting  in  thefe 
conceits  as  a  diforder'd  mind. 

When  a  poor  difconfolated  drooping 
creature  is  terrified  from  all  enjoyment, — • 
prays  without  ceafmg  till  his  imagination 
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is    heated, fafts    and    mortifies    and 

mopes,  till  his  body  is  in  as  bad  a  plight 
as  his  mind  ;  is  it  a  wonder,  that  the  me- 
chanical  difturbances  and  conflicts  of  an 
empty  belly,  interpreted  by  an  empty 
head,  mould  be  miftook  for  workings 
of  a  different  kind  from  what  they  are ; 

or  that  in  fuch  a  fituation,    where 

the  mind  fits  upon  the  watch  for  extraor- 
dinary occurrences,  and  the  imagination 
is  pre-engaged  on  its  fide,  is  it  ftrange  if 
every  commotion  mould  help  to  fix  him 
m  this  malady,  and  make  him  a  fitter 
fubjeft  for  the  treatment  of  a  Phyfician 
than  a  Divine  ? 

In  many  cafes,  they  feem  fo  much  above 
the  (kill  of  either,  that  unlefs  GOD  in  his 
mercy  rebuke  this  lying  fpirit,  and  call  it 
back, it  may  go  on  and  perfuade  mil- 
lions into  their  deflru&ion. 


r  207 


SERMON     XXVI. 

Advantages   of    Chriftianity   to    the 
World. 


ROMANS,    I.    22. 

Profeffing  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools, 

npHERE  is  no  one  project  to  which  the 
•*•  whole  race  of  mankind  is  fo  univerfally 
a  bubble,  as  to  that  of  being  thought  wife : 
and  the  affe&ation  of  it  is  fo  vifible,  ha 
men  of  all  complexions,  that  you  every 
day  fee  fome  one  or  other  fo  very  foli- 
citous  to  eftablifli  the  character,  as  not 
to  allow  himfelf  leifure  to  do  the  things 
which  fairly  win  it ;  •  expending  more 
art  and  ftratagem  to  appear  fo  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  than  what  would  fuffice  to 
make  him  fo  in  truth. 

It  is  owing  to  the  force  of  this  defire, 
that  you  fee  in  general,  there  is  no  injury 
touches  a  man  fo  fenfibly,  as  an  infult 
upon  his  parts  and  capacity :  tell  a  man 
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of  other   defects,    that   he    wants    learn- 
ing, induftry  or   application, he  will 

hear  your  reproof  with  patience. Nay 

you  may  go  further  :  take  him  in  a  proper 

feafon,  you  may  tax  his  morals, you 

may  tell  him  he  is  irregular  in  his  con- 
duel, pamonate  or  revengeful  in  his 

nature — loofe   in   his   principles; de- 
liver it  with  the  gentlenefs  of  a  friend, 
poflibly  he'll  not  only  bear  with  you, 
but,  if  ingenuous,  he  will  thank  you  for  „ 
your  lecture,  and  promife  a  reformation  ; 

but  hint hint  but  at  a  defect  in  his 

intellectuals, touch  but  that  fore  place, 

• from   that  moment  you   are  look'd 

upon  as  an  enemy  fent  to  torment  him 
before  his  time,  and  in  return  may  rec- 
kon upon  his  refentment  and  ill-will  for 
ever ;  fo  that  in  general  you  will  find  it 
fafer  to  tell  a  man,  he  is  a  knave  than  a 
fool, and  fland  a  better  chance  of  be- 
ing forgiven,  for  proving  he  has  been 
wanting  in  a  point  of  common  honefty, 
than  a  point  of  common  fenfe. 

Strange  fouls  that  we  are  !  as  if  to  live 
well  was  not  the  greateft  argument  of 
Wifdom  j— -and,  as  if  what  reflected 
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upon  our  morals,  did  not  mod  of  all  re- 
fled;  upon  our  underftandings ! 

This,  however,  is  a  refle&ion  we  make 
a  fhift  to  overlook  in  the  heat  of  this  pur- 
fuit ;  and  though  we  all  covet  this  great 
character  of  Wifdom,  there  is  fcarce  any 
point  wherein  we  betray  more  folly  than 
in  our  judgments  concerning  it ;  rarely 
bringing  this  precious  ore  either  to  the 
teft  or  the  balance;  and  though  'tis  of 
the  laft  confequence  not  to  be  deceived 
in  it,— we  generally  take  it  upon  truft, 
feldom  fufpecl:  the  quality,  but  never 
the  quantity  of  what  has  fallen  to  our 
lot.  So  that  however  inconfiftent  a  man 
mail  be  in  his  opinions  of  this,  and  what 
abfurd  meafures  foever  he  takes  in  con- 
fequence of  it,  in  the  conduct  of  his  life, 
— he  ftill  fpeaks  comfort  to  his  foul  j  and 
like  Solomon,  when  he  had  leaft  pretence 
for  it, — in  the  midft  of  his  nonfenfe  will 

cry  out  and  fay, That  all  my  wifdom 

remaineth  with  me. 

Where  then  is  wifdom  to  be  found  ? 
and  where  is  the  place  of  underftanding  ? 

The  politicians  of  this  world,  profejfing 
themfehes  wife,— admit  of  no  other 

VOL,  VII.  P   • 
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claims  of  wifdom  but  the  knowledge  of 
men  and  bufmefs,  the  understanding  the 

interefls   of    ftates, the    intrigues    of 

courts the  finding  out  the  paflions  and 

weaknefles   of   foreign    m-inifters and 

turning  them  and  all  events  to  their  coun- 
try's glory  and  advantage. 

—-•Not  fo  the  little  man  of  this 
world,  who  thinks  the  main  point  of  wif- 
dom, is  to  take  care  of  himfelfj -to  be 

wife  in  his  generation  ; to  make  ufe 

of  the  opportunity  whilft  he  has  it,   of 
raifmg  a  fortune,  and  heraldizing  a  name. 

-Far  wide  is  the  fpeculative  and  flu- 

dious  man  (whofe  office  is  in  the  clouds) 

from  fuch  little  ideas  : Wifdom  dwells 

with  him  in  finding  out  the  fecrets  of  na- 
ture ; founding  the  depths  of  arts  and 

fciences  ; meafuring  the  heavens ;  tell- 
ing the  number  of  the  ftars,  and  calling 
them  all  by  their  names :  fo  that  when  in 
our  bufy  imaginations  we  have  built  and 
unbuilt  again  God' s  Jtories  in  the  heavens, 
and  fancy  we  have  found  out  the 
point  whereon  to  fix  the  foundations  of 
the  earth ;  and  in  the  language  of  the 
book  of  Job  have  fearched  out  the  cor- 
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ner-ftone  thereof,  we  think  our  titles  to 
wifdom  built  upon  the  fame  bafis  with 
thofe  of  our  knowledge,  and  that  they 
will  continue  for  ever. 

The  miftake  of  thefe  pretenders  is 
fhewn  at  large  by  the  Apoftle,  in  the 
chapter  from  which  the  text  is  taken, 

Prof  effing     tbemfehes     WISE, in 

which  exprefiion  (by  the  way)  St.  Paul 
is  thought  to  allude  to  the  vanity  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  who  being  great 
encouragers  of  arts  and  learning,  which 
they  had  carried  to  extraordinary  heights, 
confidered  all  other  nations  as  Barba- 
rians,  in  refpeft  of  themfelves ;  and 
amongft  whom,  particularly  the  Greeks, 
the  men  of  ftudy  and  inquiry  had  aflumed 
to  themfelves,  with  great  indecorum,  the 
title  of  the  Wife-men. 

With  what  parade  and  oftentation  fo- 
ever  this  was  made  out,  it  had  the  fate  to 
be  attended  with  one  of  the  moft  morti- 
fying abatements  which  could  happen  to 
Wifdom  ;  -  and  that  was  an  ignorance  of 
thofe  points  which  moft  concerned  man 
to  know. 

P  3 
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This  he  (hews  from  the   general  ftate 
of  the  Gentile  world,  in  the  great  article 

of  their  mifconceptions  of  the  Deity 

and,  as   wrong    notions   produce   wrong 

actions,- of  the  duties  and  fervices  they 

owed  to  him,  and  in  courfe  of  what  they 
owed  to  one  another. 

For  though,  as  he  argues  in  the  fore- 
going  verfes, The   invifible  things    of 

him  from  the  creation  of  the  world  might  be 
clearly  fe en  and  underjlood^  by  the  things  that 

are  made  ; that  is, Though  GOD, 

by  the  cleared  difcovery  of  himfelf,  had 
ever  laid  before  mankind  fuch  evident 

proofs  of  his  eternal  Being, his  infinite 

powers  and  perfections,  fo  that  what  is 
to  be  known  of  his  invifible  nature,  might 
all  along  be  traced  by  the  marks  of  his 

goodnefs,- and  the  vifible  frame  and 

order  of  the   world  : yet   fo   utterly 

were  they  without  excufe, that  though 

they  knew  God,  and  faw  his  image  and 
(uperfcription  in  every  part  of  his  works, 

• yet  they  glorified  him  not. So  bad 

a  ufe  did  they  make  of  the  powers  given 
them  for  this  great  difcovery,  that  inftead 
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of  adoring  the  Being  thus  manifefted  to 
them,  in  purity  and  truth,  they  fell  into 
the  mofl  grofs  and  abfurd  delufions, 
changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God, 
into  an  image  made  like  unto  corruptible  men 
—  to  birds, — to  four-footed  beafts  and  creep- 
ing things  ; ProfeJJing  the?nf elves  to  be 

wife, — they  became  fools. All  their  fpe- 

cious  wifdom  was  but  a  more  glittering 
kind  of  ignorance,  and  ended  in  the  moft 

difhonourable  of  all  miftakes, in  fet- 

ting  up  fictitious  gods,  to  receive  the  tri- 
bute of  their  adoration  and  thanks. 

The  fountain  of  religion  being  thus 
poifoned,  no  wonder  the  ftream  fhewed 
its  effects,  which  are  charged  upon  them 
in  the  following  words,  where  he  defcribes 
the  heathen  world  as  full  of  all  unrighteouf- 

nefs, fornication, covetoufnefs, — 

malicioufnefs, full     of     murder, 

envy, debate, malignity, whif- 

perers,— backbiters, haters  of  GOD, 

proud, boafters, inventors  of 

evil  things, difobedient  to  parents, 

without   underflanding,    without    natural 
affection, implacable, unmerci- 
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ful  ? GOD  in  heaven  defend  us  from 

fuch  a  catalogue ! 

But  thefe  diforders,  if  fairly  confidered, 
you'll  fay,  have  in  no  ages  arifen  fo  much 
from  want  of  light,  as  a  want  of  difpo- 
fition  to  follow  the  light  which  GOD  has 
ever  imparted  :  that  the  law  written  in 
their  hearts  was  clear  and  exprefs  enough 
for  any  reafonable  creatures,  and  would 
have  directed  them,  had  they  not  fuffered 
their  paflions  more  forcibly  to  direft  them 
otherwife :  that  if  we  are  to  judge  from 
this  effect,  namely,  the  corruption  of  the 
world,  the  fame  prejudice  will  recur  even 
againft  the  Chriitian  religion  ;  fince  man- 
kind have  at  leall  been  as  wicked  in  later 
days,  as  in  the  more  remote  and  fimple 
ages  of  the  v  orld  ;  and  that,  if  we  may 
truft  to  fads,  there  are  no  vices  which 
the  Apoftle  fixes  upon  the  heathen  world, 
before  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel,  which 
may  not  be  paralleled  by  as  black  a  ca- 
talogue of  vices  in  the  Chriflian  world 
fince. 

This  neceffarily  brings  us  to  an  inquiry, 
Whether  Christianity  has  done  the  world 
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any  fervice  ? and,  How  far  the  mo- 
rals of  it  have  been  made  better  fmce  this 
fyftem  has  been  embraced  ? 

In  litigating  this,  one  might  oppofe 
fafts  to  fads  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
without  coming  one  jot  nearer  the  point. 
Let  us  fee  how  far  their  miftakes  con- 
cerning the  Deity,  will  throw  light  upon 
the  fubjea. 

That  there  was  one  fupreme  Being  who 
made  this  world,  and  who  ought  to  be 
worfhipped  by  his  creatures,  is  the  found- 
ation of  all  religion,  -  and  fo  obvious  a 

truth  in  nature, that  Reafon,  as  the 

Apoftle  acknowledges,  was  always  able 
to  difcover  it :  and  yet  it  feems  ftrange, 
that  the  fame  faculty  which  made  the  dif- 
covery,  mould  be  fo  little  able  to  keep 
true  to  its  own  judgment,  and  fupport 
it  long  againft  the  prejudices  of  wrong 
heads,  and  the  propenfity  of  weak  ones, 
towards  idolatry  and  a  multiplicity  of 
gods. 

For  want  of  fomething  to  have  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  reafon,  and  fixed  the 
perfuafion  for  ever  upon  their  minds,  that 
there  was  in  truth  but  one  GOD  the  Ma- 
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ker  and  Supporter  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
infinite  in  wifdom,  and  knowledge,  and 

all   perfections ; how   foon    was    this 

fimple  idea  loft,  and  mankind  led  to  dif- 
pofe  of  thefe  attributes  inherent  in  the 
Godhead,-  and  divide  and  fubdivide  them 
again  amongft  deities,  which  their  own 

dreams    had   given  fubflance   to ; his 

eternal  power  and  dominion  parcell'd  out 

to  gods  of  the  land, to  gods  of  the 

fea,  to  gods  of  the  infernal  regions  : 
whilft  the  great  GOD  of  gods,  and  LORD 
of  lords,  who  ruleth  over  all  the  king- 
doms of  the  world, who  is  fo  great 

that  nought  is  able  to  controul  or  with- 
fland  his  power,  was  fuppofed  to  reft 
contented  with  his  allotment,  and  to 
want  power  to  a&  within  fuch  parts  of  his 
empire,  as  they  difmembered  and  afilgned 
to  others. 

If  the  number  of  their  gods  and  this 
partition  of  their  power,  would  leffen  the 
idea  of  their  majefty,  What  muft  be  the 
opinions  of  their  origin  ?  When  inftead 
of  that  glorious  defcription,  which  Scrip- 
ture gives  of  "  The  Ancient  of  days  who 
"  inhabiteth  eternity," they  gravely 
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afligned  particular  times  and  places  for 
the  births  and  education  of  their  gods ; 
fo  that  there  was  fcarce  a  hamlet  or  even 
a  defert  in  Greece  or  Italy,  which  was 
not  rendered  memorable  by  fome  favour 
or  accident  of  this  kind. 

And  what  rendered  fuch  conceits  the 

more  grofs  and  abfurd, they  fuppofed 

not  only  that  the  gods  they  worfhipped 
had  a  beginning,  but  that  they  were  pro- 
duced by  flefhly  parents,  and  accordingly 
they  attributed  to  them  corporeal  fhapes 
and  difference  of  fex  :  and  indeed  in  this 
they  were  a  little  confident,  for  their 
deities  feemed  to  partake  fo  much  of  the 
frailties  to  which  flefti  and  blood  is  fub- 
jecl:,  that  their  hiftory  and  their  pedigree 
were  much  of  a  piece,  and  might  reafon- 
ably  claim  each  other.  For  they  imputed 
to  them  not  only  the  human  defects  of 
ignorance,  want,  fear,  and  the  like,  but 
the  moft  unmanly  fenfualities,  and  what 
would  be  a  reproach  to  human  nature, 

fuch   as   cruelty,    adulteries,    rapes* 

inceft :  and  even  in  the  accounts  which 

we  have  from  the  fublimefl  of  their  poets, 

what  are  they,  but  anecdotes  of  their 
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fquabbles  amongft  themfelves — their  in- 
trigues,  their  jealoufies,  their  ungovern- 
able tranfports  of  choler, — nay,  even  their 
thefts — their  drunkennefs,  and  blood- 
fhed? 

Here  let  us  flop  a  moment  and  inquire, 
what  was  Reafon  doing  all  this  time,  to 
be  fo  miferably  infulted  and  abufed  ? 
Where  held  me  her  empire  whilft  her 
bulwarks  were  thus  borne  down,  and  her 
firft  principles  of  religion  and  truth  lay 
buried  under  them  ?  If  fhe  was  able  by 
herfelf  to  regain  the  power  fhe  had  loft, 
and  put  a  flop  to  this  folly  and  confufion, 
• — —  why  did  fhe  not  ?  if  fhe  was  not  able 
to  refill  this  torrent  alone, — the  point  is 
given  up fhe  wanted  aid ;  and  reve- 
lation has  given  it. 

But  though  reafon,  you'll  fay,  could 
not  overthrow  thefe  popular  miftakes, 
yet  it  faw  the  folly  of  them,  and  was 
at  all  times  able  to  difprove  them. 

No  doubt  it  was;  and  it  is  certain  too, 
that  the  more  diligent  inquirers  after 
truth,  did  not  in  fact  fall  into  thefe  ab- 
furd  notions,  which,  by  the  way,  is  an 
obfervation  more  to  our  purpofe  than 
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tKeirs,  who  ufually  make  it,  and  mews 
that  though  their  reafonings  were  good, 
that  there  always  wanted  fomething  which 
they  could  not  fupply  to  give  them  fuch 
weight,  as  would  lay  an  obligation  upon 
mankind  to  embrace  them,  and  make 
that  to  be  a  law,  which  otherwife  was  but 
an  opinion  without  force. 

Befides which  is  a  more  direct  an- 

fwer,^ though  'tis  true  the  ableft  men 

gave  no  credit  to  the  multiplicity  of  gods, 

(for  they  had  a  religion  for  them- 
felves,  and  another  for  the  populace^  yet 
they  were  guilty  of  what  in  effect  was 
equally  bad,  in  holding  an  opinion  which 
neceffarily  fupported  thefe  very  miftakes, 

namely,  that  as  different  nations  had 
different  gods,  it  was  every  man's  duty 
(I  fuppofe  more  for  quietnefs  than  prin- 
ciple's fake)  to  worfliip  the  gods  of  his 
country ;  which,  by  the  way,  confider- 
ing  their  numbers,  was  not  fo  eafy  a  talk, 

for  what  with  celeflial  gods,  and  gods 
aerial,  terreftrial  and  infernal,  with  the 
goddeffes,  their  wives  and  miftreffes,  up- 
on the  loweft  computation,  the  heathen 
world  acknowledged  no  lefs  than  thirty 
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tkoufand  deities,  all  which  claimed  the 
rights  and  ceremonies  of  religious  worfhip. 

But  'twill  be  faid,  allowing  the  bulk 
of  mankind  were  under  fuch  delufions, 

they  were  dill  but  fpeculative. 

What  was  that  to  their  practice  ?  however 
defective  in  their  theology  and  more  ab» 
ftracted  points,  their  morality  was  no  way 

connected  with  it. There  is  no  need, 

that  the  everlafting  laws  of  juftice  and 
mercy  mould  be  fetched  down  from 

above, fmce  they  can  be  proved  from 

more  obvious  mediums  ; they  were 

as  neceflary  for  the  fame  good  purpofes 
of  fociety  then  as  now  ;  and  we  may  pre- 
fume  they  faw  their  int'ereft  and  purfued  it. 

That  the  neceflities  of  fociety,  and  the 
impoffibilities  of  its  fubfifting  otherwife, 
would  point  out  the  convenience,  or 
if  you  will, the  duty  of  focial  vir- 
tues, is  unqueHionable  : — but  I  firmly 
deny,  that  therefore  religion  and  mo- 
rality are  independent  of  each  other  :  they 
appear  fo  far  from  it,  that  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  the  one,  in  the  true  and  me- 
ritorious fenfe  of  the  duty,  can  act  with- 
out the  influence  of  the  other :  furely  the 
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ttloft  exalted  motive  which  can  only  be 
depended  upon  for  the  uniform  practice 

of    virtue, miifi    come    down    from 

above, — — from  the  love  and  imitation  of 
the  goodnefs  of  that  Being  in  whofe  fight 
we  wifh  to  render  ourfelves  acceptable: 
this  will  operate  at  all  times  and  all  places, 
—in  the  darkeft  clofet  as  much  as  on 
the  greatefl  and  mod  public  theatres  of 
the  world. 

But  with  different  conceptions  of  the 
Deity,  or  fuch  impure  ones  as  they  en- 
tertained, is  it  to  be  doubted  whether  in 
the  many  fecret  trials  of  our  virtue,  we 
mould  not  determine  our  cafes  of  con- 
fcience  with  much  the  fame  kind  of  ca- 
fuiftry  as  that  of  the  Libertine  in  Te- 
rence, who  being  engaged  in  a  very  un- 
juftifiable  purfuit,  and  happening  to  fee  a 
picture  which  reprefented  a  known  ftory 
of  Jupiter  in  a  like  tranfaclion, ar- 
gued the  matter  thus  within  himfelf. . 
If  the  great  Jupiter  could  not  reftrain  his 
appetites,  and  deny  himfelf  an  indulgence 
of  this  kind e<?o  Homundo  hoc  non  fa- 

o  J 

cerem?  fhall  I  a  mortal, — an  inconfider- 
able  mortal  too,  cloathed  with  infirmities 
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of  flefh  and  blood, — pretend  to  a  virtue^ 
which  the  Father  of  gods  and  men  could 
not  ?  What  infolence  ! 

The  conclufion  was  natural  enough  ; 
and  as  fo  great  a  matter  of  nature  puts  it 
into  the  mouth  of  one  of  his  principal 
chara&ers,  no  doubt  the  language  was 
then  understood ;  it  was  copied  from 
common  life,  and  was  not  the  firft  appli- 
cation which  had  been  made  of  the  ftory. 

It  will  fcarce  admit  of  a  queftion,  Whe- 
ther vice  would  not  naturally  grow  bold 
upon  the  credit  of  fuch  an  example ;  or 
whether  fuch  impreflions  did  not  influ- 
ence the  lives  and  morals  of  many  in  the 
heathen  world ;  and  had  there  been  no 
other  proof  of  it,  but  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  fuch  notions  to  corrupt  them,  it 
had  been  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  it 
was  fo. 

No  doubt,  there  is  fufficient  room  for 
amendment  in  the  Chriftian  world,  and 
we  may  be  faid  to  be  a  very  corrupt  and 
bad  generation  of  men,  confidering  what 
motives  we  have  from  the  purity  of  our 
religion,  and  the  force  of  its  fanclions, 
to  make  us  better  : yet  flill  I  affirm, 
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if  thefe  reftraints  were  taken  off,  the  world 
would  be  infinitely  worfe ;  and  though 
fome  fenfe  of  morality  might  be  preferved, 
as  it  was  in  the  heathen  world,  with  the 
more  confiderate  of  us,  yet  in  general  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
upon  fuch  a  fuppofition,  would  foon  come 
to  live  'without  GOD  in  the  world,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  differ  from  Indians  themfelves 
in  little  elfe  but  their  complexions. 

If,  after  all,  the  Chriftian  religion  has 
not  left  a  fu.fficient  provifion  againft  the 

wickednefs  of  the  world, the  fhort 

and  true  anfwer  is  this,  That  there  can 
be  none. 

It  is  fufficient  to  leave  us  without  ex- 
cufe,  that  the  excellency  of  this  inftitu- 
tion  in  its  doctrine,  its  precepts,  and  its 
examples,  has  a  proper  tendency  to  make 

us  a  virtuous  and  a  happy  people ; 

every  page  is  an  addrefs  to  our  hearts  to 

win  them  to  thefe  purpofes ; but  as 

religion  was  not  intended  to  work  upon 
men  by  force  and  natural  neceffity,  but 
by  moral  perfuafion,  which  fets  good  and 

evil  before  them, fo  that  if  men  have 

power  to  do  the  evil  and  chufe  the  good, 
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and  will  abufe  it, this  cannot  be 

avoided. Religion  even  implies  a  free- 
dom of  choice,  and  all  the  beings  in  the 
world  which  have  it,  were  created  free  to 

(land  and  free  to  fall  j and  therefore 

men  who  will  not  be  perfuaded  by  this 
way  of  addrefs,  muft  expeft,  and  be  con- 
tented to  be  reckoned  with  according  to 
the  talents  they  have  received. 
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The  Abufes  of  Confcience  confidered. 

HEBREWS,    XIII*   l8. 
—For  we  truft  we  have  a  good  Confcience.—— 

rpRUST  ! Truft  we  have  a  good  Con* 

•*     fcience! Surely  you  will  fay,   if 

there  is  any  thing  in  this  life  which  a  man 
may  depend  upon,  and  to  the  knowledge 
of  which  he  is  capable  of  arriving  upon  the 
moft  indifputable  evidence,  it  muft  be  this 

very  thing, Whether  he  has  a  good 

Confcience,  or  no. 

If  a  man  thinks  at  all,  he  cannot  well 
be  a  flranger  to  the  true  ftate  of  this  ac- 
count : He  muft  be  privy  to  his  own 

thoughts  and  defires He  muft  remem- 
ber his  paft  purfuits,  and  know  certainly 
the  true  fprings  and  motives,  which,  in 
general,  have  governed  the  actions  of  his 
life. 

VOL.  VII.  Q 
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In  other  matters  we  may  be  deceived 
by  falfe  appearances ;  and  as  the  wife 
man  complains,  Hardly  do  we  guefs  aright 
at  the  things  that  are  upon  the  earth,  and 
with  labour  do  we  find  the  things  that  are 

before  us: but  here  the  mind  has  all 

the  evidence  and  fads  within  herfelf :  — 
is  confcious  of  the  web  file  has  wove  :— 
knows  its  texture  and  fmenefs ;  and  the 
exacl:  mare  which  every  paffion  has  had 
in  working  upon  the  fever al  deligns, 
which  virtue  or  vice  has  planned  before 
her. 

Now, as  Confcience  is  nothing  elfe 

but  the  knowledge  which  the  mind  has 
within  itfelf  of  this  j  and  the  judgment, 
either  of  approbation  or  cenfure,  which 
it  unavoidably  makes  upon  the  fucceffive 

actions  of  our  lives, 'tis  plain,  you 

will  fay,  from  the  very  terms  of  the  pro- 
pofition,  whenever  this  inward  teftimony 
goes  againfl  a  man,  and  he  ftands  felf- 
accufed, — that  he  mufl  neceflarily  be  a 
guilty  man.  And,  on  the  contrary,  [when 
the  report  is  favourable  on  his  fide,  and 
his  heart  condemns  him  not,  that  it 
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is  not  a  matter  of  truft^  as  the  Apoftle 
intimates,  but  a  matter  of  certainty  and 
fad,  that  the  Conference  is  good,  and  that 
the  man  muft  be  good  alfo. 

At  firfl  fight,  this  may  feem  to  be  a 
true  ftate  of  the  cafe;  and  I  make  no 
doubt  but  the  knowledge  of  right  and 
wrong  is  fo  truly  imprefs'd  upon  the  mind 
of  man  j  that  did  no  fuch.  thing  ever 
happen,  as  that  the  Confcience  of  a  man, 
by  long  habits  of  fin,  might  (as  the 
Scripture  aflures  us  it  may)  infenfibly  be- 
come hard ;  and  like  fome  tender  parts 
of  his  body,  by  much  flrefs,  and  conti- 
nual hard  ufage,  lofe,  by  degrees,  that 
nice  fenfe  and  perception  with  which  GOD 
and  nature  endowed  it: Did  this  ne- 
ver happen  : — or  was  it  certain  that  felf- 
love  could  never  hang  the  leaft  bias  upon 
the  judgment :  —  or  that  the  little  interefts 
below  could  rife  up  and  perplex  the  fa- 
culties of  our  upper  regions,  and  encom- 
pafs  them  about  with  clouds  and  thick 
darknefs : could  no  fuch  thing  as  fa- 
vour and  affe&ion  enter  this  facred  court : 

did  WIT  difdain  to  take  a  bribe  in 

it,  or  was  aihamed  to  mew  its  face  as  an 
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advocate  for  an  unwarrantable  enjoyment : 
— or,  laftly,  were  we  affured  that  INTE- 
REST flood  always  unconcern'd  whilft  the 
caufe  was  hearing, — and  '  that  PASSION 
never  got  into  the  judgment-feat,  and 
pronounced  fentence  in  the  (lead  of  Rea- 
fon,  which  is  fuppofed  always  to  prefide 
and  determine  upon  the  cafe  : — was  this 
truly  fo,  as  the  objection  muft  fuppofe, 
no  doubt,  then,  the  religious  and  moral 
ftate  of  a  man  would  be  exactly  what  he 
himfelf  efteemed  it ;  and  the  guilt  or  in- 
nocence of  every  man's  life  could  be 
known,  in  general,  by  no  better  meafure, 
than  the  degrees  of  his  own  approbation 
or  cenfure. 

I  own,  in  one  cafe,  whenever  a  man's 
Confcicnce  does  accufe  him  (as  it  fel- 
dom  errs  on  that  fide)  that  he  is  guilty  ; 
and,  unlefs  in  melancholy  tmd  hypochon- 
driac cafes,  we  may •  fafely  pronounce  that 
there  is  always  fufficient  grounds  for  the 
accufation. 

But,  the  converfe  of  the  proportion 
will  not  hold  true, — — namely,  That 
wherever  there  is  guilt,  the  Confcience 
muft  accufe ;  and,  if  it  does  not,  that  a 
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man    is    therefore  •  innocent. This    is 

not   fact : fo  that  the  common  con- 

folation  which  fome  good  Chriftian  or 
other  is  hourly  adminiftering  to  himfelf, 
——That  he  thanks  GOD  his  mind  does 
not  mifgive  him ;  and  that  confequent- 
ly,  he  has  a  good  Confcience,  becaufe  he 
has  a  quiet  one — As  current  as  the  in- 
ference is,  and  as  infallible  as  the  rule 
appears  at  firft  fight,  yet,  when  you  look 
nearer  to  it,  and  try  the  truth  of  this  rule 
upon  plain  facts,  you  find  it  liable  to  fo 
much  error,  from  a  falfe  application  of  it : 
—the  principle  on  which  it  goes  fo  often 
perverted  : — the  whole  force  of  it  loft, 
and  fometimes  fo  vilely  caft  away,  that 
it  is  painful  to  produce  the  common  ex- 
amples from  human  life,  which  confirm 
this  account. 

A  man  mail  be  vicious  and  utterly  de- 
bauched in  his  principles  ;  exceptionable 
in  his  conduct  to  the  world  :  mall  live 

fliamelefs, in  the  open  commiflion  of 

a   fin  which   no  reafon  or  pretence  can 

juftify  ; — a  fin,  by  which,  contrary  to  all 

the  workings  of  humanity  within,  he  mall 

0.3 


2jo  SERMON     XXVII. 

ruin  for  ever  the  deluded  partner  of  his 

guilt; rob   her  of  her   befl   dowry; 

and  not  only  cover  her  own  head 

with  difhonour,  but  involve  a  whole  vir- 
tuous family  in  fhame  and  forrow  for  her 

fake. Surely,— you'll   think,    Con- 

fcience  mufl  lead  fuch  a  man  a  trouble- 

fome  life  : he  can  have  no  reft  night  or 

day  from  its  reproaches. 

Alas !  Confcience  had  fomething  elfe 
to  do  all  this  time  than  break  in  upon 
him  :  as  Elijah  reproached  the  god  Baal, 
this  dome/tic  god  was  either  talking,  or  pur- 
fuing,  or  was  in  a  journey r,  cr,  peradven- 
ture,  hejlept,  and  could  not  be  awoke.  Per- 
haps he  was  gone  out  in  company  with 

HONOUR,  to  fight  a  duel ; to  pay  off 

fome  debt  at  play  ; or  dirty  annuity, 

the  bargain  of  his  luft. Perhaps,  Con- 
fcience all  this  time  was  engaged  at 
home,  talking  aloud  againfl  petty  lar- 
ceny, and  executing  vengeance  upon 
fome  fuch  puny  crimes  as  his  fortune  and 
rank  in  life  fecured  him  againfl  all  tempt- 
ation of  committing: fo  that  he  lives 

as   merrily, fleeps  as   foundly   in  his 
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bed; and,   at  the  laft,    meets   death 

with    as    much    unconcern, perhaps, 

much  more  fo,  than  a  much  better  man. 

Another  is  fordid,  unmerciful ; — a 
flrait-hearted,  felfifh  wretch,  incapable 
either  of  private  friendfhips,  or  public 

fpirit. Take  notice  how  he  pafles  by 

the  widow  and  orphan  in  their  diftrefs  ; 
and  fees  all  the  miferies  incident  to  hu- 
man life  without  a  figh  or  a  prayer. 

Shall   not   Confcience   rife  up  and   fling 

him  on  fuch  occafions?     No. Thank 

GOD,  there  is  no  occafion.     '  I  pay  every 

*  man  his  own, 1  have  no  fornication 

*  to  anfwer  to  my  Confcience,  no  faith- 
'  lefs  vows  or  promifes    to    make   up,  I 
'  have  debauch'd  no  man's  wife  or  child. 

' Thank   GOD,  I  am  not  as  other 

'  men,  adulterers,  unjuft,  or  even  as  this 

*  libertine  who  ftands  before  me/ 

A  third  is  crafty  and  defigning  in  his 

nature. View   his  whole   life, 'tis 

nothing  elfe  but  a  cunning  contexture  of 
dark  arts  and  unequitable  fubterfuges, 
bafely  to  defeat  the  true  intent  of  all 
laws,  plain-dealing,  and  the  fafe  enjoy- 
ment of  our  feveral  properties. You 
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will  fee  fuch  a  one  working  out  a  frame 
of  little  defigns  upon  the  ignorance  and 
perplexities  of  the  poor  and  needy  man  : 

fliall  raife  a  fortune  upon  the  inex- 
perience of  a  youth, or  the  unfufpecT:- 

ing  temper  of  his  friend,  who  would  have 
trufted  him  with  his  life.  When  old  age 
comes  on,  and  repentance  calls  him  to 
look  back  upon  this  black  account,  and 
ftate  it  over  again  with  his  Confcience 

Confcience   looks    into   the    Statutes 

at    Large., finds    perhaps    no   exprefs 

law  broken  by  what  he  has  done  ; 
perceives  no  penalty  or  forfeiture  incurred  ; 

fees  no  fcourge  waving  over  his  head, 
—or  prifon  opening  its  gate  upon  him 

What  is  there  to  affright  his  Con- 
fcience ? Confcience  has  got  fafely  en- 
trenched behind  the  letter  of  the  law, 
fits  there  invulnerable,  fortified  with  cafes 

and   reports  fo  ftrOngly  on  all  fides, 

thai  'tis  not  preaching  can  difpoflefs  it  of 
its  hold. 

Another  (hall  want  even  this  refuge, 
. mall  break  through  all  this  cere- 
mony of  flow  chicane  ;  fcorns  the  doubt- 
ful workings  of  fecret  plots  and  cautious 
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trains   to   bring  about    his   purpofe. 
See  the  barefaced  villain  how  he  cheats, 

lies,  perjures,  robs,  murders, horrid! 

But  indeed  much  better  was  not  to  be  ex- 

pefted  in  this  cafe, the  poor  man  was 

in   the   dark! His  prieft   had  got  the 

keeping  of  his  Confcience,  and  all  he  had 
let  him  know  of  it  was,  That  he  muft 
believe  in  the  Pope, — go  to  mafs  ;  • 

crofs    himfelf; tell    his     beads; 

be  a  good  Catholic ;  and  that  this  in  all 
confcience  was  enough  to  carry  him.  to 
heaven.  What? -if  he  perjures? 

Why, he  had  a  mental   referva- 

tion  in  it.  But  if  he  is  fo  wicked  and 
abandoned  a  wretch  as  you  reprefent  him, 
— —  if  he  robs  or  murders,  will  not  Con- 
fcience, on  every  fuch  act,  receive  a 

wound    itfelf? Ay< But    the    man 

has  carried  it  to  confeffion,  the  wound 
digefts  there,  and  will  do  well  enough, 

and  in  a  fhort  time  be  quite  healed 
up  by  abfolution. 

O  Popery !  what  haft  thou,  to  anfwer 

for  ? when  not  content  with  the  too 

many   natural    and  fatal   ways    through 
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which  the  heart  is  every  day  thus  trea- 
cherous to  itfelf  above  all  things, thou 

haft  wilfully  fet  open  this  wide  gate  of 
deceit  before  the  face  of  fhis  unwary  Tra- 
veller,— ' — too  apt,  GOD  knows,  to  go 

aftray     of    himfelf, and     confidently 

fpeak  peace  to  his  foul,  when  there  is  no 
peace. 

Of  this  the  common  inftances,  which 
I  have  drawn  out  of  life,  are  too  notori- 
ous to  require  much  evidence.  If  any 
man  doubts  the  reality  of  them,  or  thinks 
it  impoffible  for  man  to  be  fuch  a  bubble 
to  himfelf, — I  muft  refer  him  a  moment 
to  his  reflections,  and  mall  then  venture 
to  truft  the  appeal  with  his  own  heart. 
Let  him  confider  in  how  different  a  de- 
gree of  deteflation  numbers  of  wicked 
actions  ftand  there,  though  equally  bad 

and  vicious  in  their  own  natures he 

will  foon  find  that  fuch  of  them  as  flrong 
inclination  or  cuftom  have  prompted  him 
to.commit,  are  generally  drefs'd  out  and 
painted  with  all  the  falfe  beauties  which 
a  foft  and  flattering  hand  can  give  them ; 
and  that  the  others  to  which  he  feels  no 


SERMON     XXVII.  235 

propenfity,  appear,  at  once,  naked  and 
deformed,  furrounded  with  all  the  true 
circumftances  of  folly  and  difhonour. 

When  David  furprifed  Saul  fleeping  in 

the  cave,  and  cut  off  the  fkirt  of  his  robe, 

we   read,   his   he?rt  fmote  him  for 

what  he  had  done. But,  in  the  matter 

of  Uriah,  where  a  faithful  and  gallant 
fervant,  whom  he  ought  to  have  loved 
and  honour'd,  fell  to  make  way  for  his 
luft;  where  Confcience  had  fo  much  greater 

reafon   to  take  the   alarm, his  heart 

fmote  him  not. A  whole  year  had  al- 

moft  paffed  from  the  firft  commiffion  of 

that   crime to   the  time  Nathan  was 

fent  to  reprove  him  ;  and  we  read  not 
once  of  the  leaft  forrow  or  compunction 
of  heart,  which  he  teftified  during  all 
that  time,  for  what  he  had  done. 

Thus   Confcience,  this  once  able  mo- 
nitor,— placed  on  high  as  a  judge  within 

us, and  intended,  by  our  Maker,  as 

a  juft  and  equitable  one  too, — by  an  un- 
happy train  of  caufes  and  impediments, 
takes  often  fuch  imperfect  cogni- 
zance of  what  paffes, does  its  office 

fo  negligently, — fometimes  fo   corruptly, 
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that  it  is  not  to  be  trufted  alone:  and 
therefore,  we  find,  there  is  a  neceffity, 
an  abfolute  necefiity,  of  joining  another 
principle  with  it,  to  aid,  if  not  govern, 
its  determinations. 

So  that  if  you  would  form  a  juft  judg- 
ment of  what  is  of  infinite  importance  to 
you  not  to  be  mifled  in,  namely,  in  what 
degree  of  real  merit  you  ftand,  either  as 

an  honed  man, an  ufeful  citizen, • 

a  faithful  fubjecl:  to  your  king, or  a 

good  fervant  to  your  GOD call  in 

RELIGION  and  MORALITY. Look 

"What  is  written  in  the  law  of  GOD  ? 

How  readefl  thou? Confult  calm 

reafon,  and  the  unchangeable  obligations 
of  juftice  and  truth, -What  fay  they? 

Let  Confcience  determine  the  matter 

upon  thefe  reports, and  then,  if  thy 

heart  condemn  thee  not, which  is  the 

cafe  the  Apoltle  fuppofes, the  rule 

will  be  infallible Thou  wilt  have  con~ 

Jidence  towards  God\ that  is,  have  juil 

grounds  to  believe  the  judgment  thou  haft 
pad  upon  thyfelf,  is  the  judgment  of 
GOD  ;  and  nothing  elfe  but  an  anticipa- 
tion of  that  righteous  fentence,  which 
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will  be  pronounced,  hereafter,  upon  'thee 
by  that  BEING,  before  whom  thou  art 
finally  to  give  an  account  of  thy  actions. 

•Bleffed  is  the  man,  indeed  then,  as  the 
Author  of  the  book  of  Ecclefiajlkus  ex- 
preffes  it,  who  is  not  pricked  with  the  mul- 
titude of  his.  fins  — Blejfed  is  the  man  whofi 
heart  hath  not  condemned  him,  and  who  is 
not  fallen  from  his  hope  in  the  Lord.  Whe- 
ther he  be  rich,  continues  he,  or  whether 

he  be  poor, if  he  have  a  good  heart  (a 

heart  thus  guided  and  informed) He 

Jhall  at  all  times  rejoice  in  a  cheerful  counte- 
nance  His  mind  Jhall  tell  him  more  than 

feven  watchmen  that  fit  above  upon  a  tower 
on  high. — In  the  darkeft  doubts  it  fhall 
conduct  him  fafer  than  a  thoufand  Ca- 
fuiils,  and  give  the  ftate.  he  lives  in,  a 
better  fecurity  for  his  behaviour,  than  all 
the  claufes  and  reftrictions  put  together, 
which  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  is 

forced  to  multiply, forced,  I  fay,  as 

things  (land  j  human  laws  being  not  a 
matter  of  original  choice,  but  of  pure 
neceffity,  brought  in  to  fence  againft  the 
mifchievous  effects  of  thofe  Confciences 
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which  are  no  law  unto  themfelves :  wifely 
intending  by  the  many  provifions  made, 
That  in  all  fuch  corrupt  or  mifguided 
cafes,  where  principle  and  the  checks  of 
Confcience  will  not  make  us  upright, 
to  fupply  their  force,  and  by  the  ter- 
rors of  jails  and  halters  oblige  us  to  it. 

To  have  the  fear  of  GOD  before  our 
eyes ;  and,  in  our  mutual  dealings  with 
each  other,  to  govern  our  actions  by  the 

eternal  meafures  of  right  and  wrong: 

the  firfl  of  thefe  will  comprehend  the 
duties  of  religion :  the  fecond  thofe  of 
morality :  which  are  fo  infeparably  con- 
nected together,  that  you  cannot  divide 
thefe  two  Tables^  even  in  imagination 
(though  the  attempt  is  often  made  in 
practice),  without  breaking  and  mutually 
deftroying  them  both. 

I  faid  the  attempt  is  often  made ;  — 

and  fo  it  is  ; there  being  nothing 

more  common  than  to  fee  a  man,  who 
has  no  fenfe  at  all  of  religion, and  in- 
deed has  fo  much  of  honefty,  as  to  pre- 
tend to  none ;  who  would  yet  take  it  as 
the  bitterefl  affront,  mould  you  but  hint 
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at  a  fufpicion  of  his  moral  character, 

or  imagine  he  was  not  confcientioufly  juft, 

and  fcrupulous  to  the  uttermoft  mite. 

When   there  is  fome  appearance  that 

it  is  fb, though  one  is  not  willing  even 

to  fufpecl:  the  appearance  of  fo  great  a 
virtue,  as  moral  honefly; — yet  were  we 
to  look  into  the  grounds  of  it  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  I  am  perfuaded  we  mould  find 
little  reafon  to  envy  fuch  a  man  the  ho- 
nour of  his  motive. 

Let  him  declaim  as  pompoufly  as  he 
can  on  the  fubjecl;,  it  will  be  found  at  laft 
to  reft  upon  no  better  foundation  than 
either  his  interefl,  his  pride,  his  eafe ;  or 
fome  fuch  little,  and  changeable  paffion, 
as  will  give  us  but  fmall  dependence  upon 
his  aftions  in  matters  of  great  ftrefs. 

Give  me  leave  to  illuflrate  this  by  an 
example. 

I  know  the  banker  I  deal  with,  or  the 
phyfician  I  ufually  call  in,  to  be  neither 
of  them  men  of  much  religion :  I  hear 
them  make  a  jeft  of  it  every  day,  and 
treat  all  its  fanclions  with  fo  much  fcorn 
and  contempt,  as  to  put  the  matter  paft 
doubt.  Well, notwithftanding  this  I 


24o  SERMON     XXVIT. 

put  my  fortune  into  the  hands  of  the  one, 

and,   what  is  dearer  ftill   to   me,   I 

truft  my  life  to  the  honeft  fkill   of  the 

other. Now,  let  me  examine  what  is 

my  reafon  for  this  great  confidence. 
Why, — in  the  firil  place,  I  believe  that 
there  is  no  probability  that  either  of  them 
will  employ  the  power,  I  put  into  their 
hands,  to  my  difadvantage.  I  confider 
that  honefty  ferves  the  purpofes  of  this 

life, 1  know  their  fuccefs  in  the  world 

depends  upon  the  fairnefs  of  their  cha- 
racter ; that  they  cannot  hurt  me  with- 
out hurting  themfelves  more. 

But  put  it  otherwife,  namely,   that  in- 
terefl  lay  for  once  on  the  other  fide. 
That  a  cafe   mould  happen  wherein  the 
one,  without  (lain  to  his  reputation,  could 
fecrete  my  fortune,  and  leave  me  naked 

in  the  world  : or  that  the  other  could 

fend  me  out  of  it,  and  enjoy  an  eftate  by 
my  death,  without  difhonour  to  himfelf 

or  his  art In  this  cafe  what  hold  have 

I  of  either   of  them? Religion,    the 

ftrongefl  of  all  motives,  is  out  of  the 
queftion. Intereft,  the  next  moft  pow- 
erful motive  in  this  world,  is  ftrongly 
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againft  me, 1  have  nothing  left  to  can: 

into  the  fcale  to  balance  this  temptation^ 

—I  muft  lie  at  the  mercy  of  honour, 

or   fome    fuch    capricious    principle. 

—Strait  fecurity  !  for  two  of  my  beft  and 

moft  valuable  bleflmgs, my  property 

and  my  1  fe  ! 

As  therefore  we  can  have  no  depend- 
ence upon  morality  without  religion  ; 
fo,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  nothing 
better  to  be  expected  from  religion  with- 
out morality  ;  nor  can  any  man  be  fup- 
pofed  to  difcharge  his  duties  to  GOD, 
(whatever  fair  appearances  he  may  hang 
out,  that  he  does  fo,)  if  he  does  not  pay  as 
confcientious  a  regard  to  the  duties  which 
he  owes  his  fellow-creature. 

This  is  a  point  capable  in  itfelf  of  ftrict 

demonftration.  Neverthelefs,  'tis    no 

rarity  to  fee  a  man  whofe  real  moral  merit 
ftands  very  low,  who  yet  entertains  the 
higheft  notion  of  hirofelf,  in  the  light  of 
a  devout  and  religious  man.  He  mail 
not  only  be  covetous,  revengeful,  impla- 
cable,  but  even  wanting  in  points  of 

common  honefty. Yet  becaufe  he  talks 

loud  againft  the  infidelity  of  the  age, 
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is  zealous  for  fome  points  of  religion, 
goes  twice  a  day  to  church,  attends 
the  facraments,  and  amufes  himfelf  with 
a  few  inftrumental  duties  of  religion, 
ihall  cheat  his  confcience  into  a  judg- 
ment that  for  this  he  is  a  religious  man, 
and  has  difcharged  faithfully  his  duty  to 
GOD  :  and  you  will '  find  that  fuch  a 
man,  through  force  of  this  delufion,  ge- 
nerally looks  down  with  fpiritual  pride 
upon  every  other  man  who  has  lefs  af- 
fectation of  piety,  though,  perhaps,  ten 
times  more  moral  honefty  than  himfelf. 

This  is  likewife  afore  evil  under  the  fun  ; 
and  I  believe  there  is  no  one  miftaken 
principle  which,  for  its  time,  has  wrought 
more  ferious  mifchiefs.  For  a  general 
proof  of  this,  examine  the  hiflory  of  the 
Romijh  church. — See  what  fcenes  of  cru- 
elty, murders,  rapines,  bloodfhed,  have 
all  been  fan&ified  by  a  religion  not  ftrictly 
governed  by  morality. 

In  how  many  kingdoms  of  the  world, 
has  the  crufading  fword  of  this  mifguided 
Saint-Errant  fpared  neither  age,  or  merit, 

or  fex,  or  condition ! And,  as  he 

fought  under  the  banners  of  a  religion, 
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which  fet  him  loofe  from  juftice  and  hu- 
manity,  he  mewed  none, merci- 

lefsly  trampled  upon  both,  heard  neither 
the  cries  of  the  unfortunate,  nor  pitied 
their  diftrefies. 

If  the   teftimony  of  paft  centuries  in 

this  matter  is  not  fufficient, confider 

at  this  inftant,  how  the  votaries  of  that 
religion  are  every  day  thinking  to  do 
fervice  and  honour  to  GOD,  by  actions 
which  are  a  dimonour  and  fcandal  to 
themfelves. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  go  with  me 
for  a  moment  into  the  prifons  of  the  in- 

quifition. Behold  religion  with  mercy 

and  juftice  chain'd  down  under  her  feet, 

there   fitting   ghaftly  upon   a   black 

tribunal,  propp'd  up  with  racks  and  in- 

ftruments    of    torment. Hark  !  — - 

What  a  piteous  groan! — See  the  melan- 
choly wretch  who  utter'd  it,  jufl  brought 
forth  to  undergo  the  anguifh  of  a  mock- 
trial,  and  endure  the  utmoft  pains  that  a 
ftudied  fyftem  of  religious  cruelty  has  been 
able  to  invent.  Behold  this  helplefs 
victim  delivered  up  to  his  tormentors. 
His  body  fo  wafted  with  forrow  and  long 
R  2 
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confinement,  you'll  fee  every  nerve  and 

mufcle  as  it  fuffers. Obferve  the  lad 

movement   of    that    horrid    engine. 
What  convulfions  it  has  thrown  him  into. 
Confider  the  nature  of  the  pofture  in  which 

he  now  lies  ftretch'd. What  exquifite 

torture  he  endures   by  it. — 'Tis  all   na- 
ture can  bear. Good  GOD  !  fee  how 

it   keeps   his   weary   foul    hanging   upon 
his    trembling    lips,    willing   to   take   its 

leave, but    not   fuffered    to   depart. 

Behold  the  unhappy  wretch  led  back  to 

his   cell, dragg'd  out  of  it  again  to 

meet  the   flames, and   the  infults   in 

his  laft  agonies,  which  this  principle 
this  principle  that  there  can  be  religion 
without  morality,  has  prepared  for  him. 
The  fureft  way  to  try  the  merit  of  any 

difputed  notion,r is  to  trace  down  the 

confequences  fuch  a  notion  has  produced, 
and    compare    them   with   the  fpirit   of 

Chriftianity. 'Tis   the   fhort  and  de- 

cifive  rule,  which  our  SAVIOUR  has  left 

for  thefe  and  fuch  like  cafes, and  is 

worth  a  thoufand  arguments. — By  their 
fruits,  fays  he,  yejhall  know  them. 
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Thus  religion  and  morality,  like  faft 
friends  and  natural  allies,  can  never  be 
fet  at  variance,  without  the  mutual  ruin 

and  difhonour  of   them   both  ; >•  and 

whoever  goes  about  this  unfriendly  of- 
fice, is  no  well-wimer  to  either, and 

whatever  he  pretends,  he  deceives  his  own 
heart,  and,  I  fear,  his  morality,  as  well  as 
his  religion,  will  be  vain. 

I  will  add  no  farther  to  the  length  of 
this  difcourfe,  than  by  two  or  three  fhort 
and  independent  rules,  deducible  from 
what  has  been  faid. 

i/?»  Whenever  a  man  talks  loudly 
againft  religion,  always  fufpeft  that  it  is 
not  his  reafon,  but  his  paffions  which 
have  got  the  better  of  his  creed.— A  bad 
life  and  a  good  belief  are  difagreeable  and 
troublefome  neighbours,  and  where  they 
feparate,  depend  upon  it,  'tis  for  no  other 
caufe  but  quietnefs  fake. 

2^/x,  When  a  man  thus  reprefented, 
tells  you  in  any  particular  inftance,  that 
fuch  a  thing  goes  againji  his  confcience, 
always  believe  he  means  exactly  the 
fame  thing  as  when  he  tells  you  fuch  a 
thing  goes  againft  his  ftomach, a  pre- 
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fent  want  of  appetite  being  generally  the 
true  caufe  of  both. 

In  a  word, truft  that  man  in  no- 
thing,— —who  has  not  a  confcience  in 
every  thing. 

And  in  your  own  cafe  remember  this 
plain  diftinction,  a  miftake  which  has 

ruin'd  thoufands That  your  confcience 

is  not  a  law  ; — no, — GOD  and  reafon  made 
the  law,  and  has  placed  Confcience  with- 
in you  to  determine, — not  like  an  Afiatlc 
Cadi,  according  to  the  ebbs  and  flows  of 
his  own  paffions  ;  but  like  a  Brtiifh  judge 
in  this  land  of  liberty,  who  makes  no  new 
law, but  faithfully  declares  that  glori- 
ous law  which  he  finds  already  written. 
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Temporal  Advantages  of  Religion. 

PROVERBS,    III.    17. 

Her   ways  are  ways   of   pleafantnefs,    and    all  her  paths 
are  peace. 


are  two  opinions  which  the  in- 
•••  confiderate  are  apt  to  take  upon 
truft.  —  The  firft  is  —  a  vicious  life,  is  a 
life  of  liberty,  pleafure,  and  happy  ad- 
vantages. —  The  fecond  is  —  and  which  is 
the  converfe  of  the  firft  —  that  a  religious 
life  is  a  fervile  and  moft  uncomfortable 
ftate. 

The  firft  breach  which  the  devil  made 
upon  human  innocence,  was  '  by  the  help 
of  the  firft  of  thefe  fuggeftions,  when  he 
told  Eve,  that  by  eating  of  the  tree  of 
knowledge,  me  mould  be  ,as  God,  that 
is,  me  mould  reap  fome  high  and  ftrange 
felicity  from  doing  what  was  forbidden 
her,—  But  I  need  not  repeat  the  faccefs 
R4 
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— Eve  learnt  the  difference  between  good 
and  evil  by  her  tranfgreflion,  which  (he 
knew  not  before — but  then  fhe  fatally 
learnt  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  differ- 
ence was  only  this — that  good  is  that 
which  can  only  give  the  mind  pleafure 
and  comfort — and  that  evil  is  that,  which 
muft  neceffarily  be  attended  fooner  or  later 
with  fhame  and  forrow. 

As  the  deceiver  of  mankind  thus  be- 
gan his  triumph  over  our  race — fo  has  he 
carried  it  on  ever  fmoe  by  the  very  fame 

argument   of  delufion. That   is,   by 

poffeffmg  men's  minds  early  with  great 
expectations  of  the  prefent  incomes  of  fin, 

making   them    dream   of    wondrous 

gratifications  they  are  to  feel  in  following 
their  appetites  in  a  forbidden  way — mak- 
ing them  fancy,  that  their  own  grapes 
yield  not  fo  delicious  a  tafte  as  their 
neighbour's,  and  that  they  mail  quench 
their  third  'with  more  pleafure  at  his 
fountain,  than  at  their  own,  This  is  the 
opinion  \vhich  at  firil  too  generally  pre- 
vails— till  experience  and  proper  feafons 
of  reflection  make  us  all  at  one  time  or 
other  confefs — that  our  couniellor  has 
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been  (as  from  the  beginning)  an  im- 

poftor and  that  inftead  of  fulfilling 

thefe  hopes  of  gain  and  fweetnefs  in  what 
is  forbidden — that,  on  the  contrary,  every 
unlawful  enjoyment  leads  only  to  bitter* 
nefs  and  lofs. 

The  fecond  opinion,  or,  That  a  reli- 
gious life  is  a  fervile  and  uncomfortable 
ftate,  has  proved  a  no  lefs  fatal  and  ca- 
pital falfe  principle  in  the  conduft  of  un- 
experience  through  life — the  foundation 
of  which  miftake  arifing  chiefly  from  this 
previous  wrong  judgment — that  true  hap- 
pinefs  and  freedom  lies  in  a  man's  always 
following  his  own  humour — that  to  live 
by  moderate  and  prefcribed  rules,  is  to 

live  without  joy that  not  to  profecute 

our  paffions  is  to  be  cowards — and  to 
forego  every  thing  for  the  tedious  dif- 
tance  of  a  future  life. 

Was  it  true,  that  a  virtuous  man  could 
have  no  pleafure  but  what  mould  arife 

from  that  remote  profpeft 1  own  we 

;are  by  nature  fo  goaded  on  by  the  defire 
of  prefent  happinefs,  that  was  that  the 
cafe,  thoufands  would  faint  under  the  dif- 
eouragement  of  fo  remote  an  expectation. 
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But  in  the  mean  time  the  Scriptures 
give  us  a  very  different  profpect  of  this 
matter. — There  we  are  told  that  the  fer- 
yice'of  GOD  is  true  liberty — that  the  yoke 
of  Chriftianity  is  eafy,  in  comparifon  of 
that  yoke  which  mud  be  brought  upon  us 
by  any  other  fyftem  of  living, — and  the 
text  tells  of  wifdom — by  which  he  means 
Religion,  tha^  it  has  pleafantnefs  in  its 

way,  as  well  as  gl&ry  in  its  end that 

it   will   bring  us  peace  and  joy,  fuch  as 

the  world  cannot  give. So  that  upon 

examining  the  truth  of  this  aflertion,  we 
mail  be  fet  right  in  this  error,  by  feeing 
that  a  religious  man's  happinefs  does  not 
{land  at  fo  tedious  a  diftance — but  is  fo 
prefent,  and  indeed  fo  infeparable  from 
him,  as  to  be  felt  and  tafted  every  hour— 
and  of  this  even  the  vicious  can  hardly  be 
infenfible,  from  what  he  may  perceive  to 
fpring  up  in  his  mind,  from  any  cafual 
act  of  virtue.  And  though  it  is  a  plea- 
fure  that  properly  belongs  to  the  good- 
yet  let  any  one  try  the  experiment,  and 
he  will  fee  what  is  meant  by  that  moral 
delight  arifing  from  the  confcience  of 
well-doing.— Let  him  but  refrefh  th.e 
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bowels  of  the  needy — let  him  comfort  the 
broken-hearted — or  check  an  appetite,  or 
overcome  a  temptation  -—  or  receive  an 
affront  with  temper  and  meeknefs — and 
he  mall  find  the  tacit  praife  of  what  he 
has  done,  darting  through  his  mind,  ac- 
companied with  a  fincere  pleafure — con- 
fcience  playing  the  monitor  even  to  the 
loofe  and  moft  inconfiderate,  in  their  mofl 
cafual  acts  of  well-doing,  and  is,  like  a 
voice  whifpering  behind  and  faying — this 
is  the  way  of  pleafantnefs — this  is  the  path 
of  peace — walk  in  it. — 

But  to  do  further  juftice  to  the  text,  we 
mutt  look  beyond  this  inward  recompence 
which  is  always  infeparable  from  virtue 
and  take  a  view  of  the  outward  ad- 
vantages, which  are  as  infeparable  from 
it,  and  which  the  apoftle  particularly  re- 
fers to,  when  'tis  faid,  Godlinefs  has  the 
promife  of  this  life,  as  well  as  that  which 
is  to  come — and  in  this  argument  it  is, 
that  religion  appears  in  all  its  glory  and 
ftrength — unanfwerable  in  all  its  obliga- 
tions  that  befides  the  principal  work 

which  it  does  for  us  in  fecuring  our  future 
well-being  in  the  other  world,  it  is  like. 
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wife  the  mofl  effectual  means  to  promote 

our  prefent and  that  not  only  morally,, 

upon  account  of  that  reward  which  virtu- 
ous actions  do  entitle  a  man  unto  from  a 
jufl  and  a  wife  providence, — but  by  a  na- 
tural tendency  in  themfelves,  which  the 
duties  of  religion  have  to  procure  us  riches, 
health,  reputation,  credit,  and  all  thofe 
things,  wherein  our  temporal  happinefs 
is  thought  to  confift,  and  this  not  only 
in  promoting  the  well-being  of  particular 
perfons,  but  of  public  communities  and 

of  mankind  in  general,- agreeable  to 

what  the  wife  man  has  left  us  on  record, 
that  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation  :— 
infomuch,  that  could  we,  in  confidering 
this  argument,  fuppofe  ourfelves  to  be  in 
a  capacity  of  expostulating  with  GOD, 
concerning  the  terms  upon  which  we 

would  fubmit  to  his  government, and 

to  chufe  the  laws  ourfelves  which  we 
would  be  bound  to  obferve,  it  would  be 
impoflible  for  the  wit  of  man  to  frame 
any  other  propofals,  which  upon  all  ac- 
counts would  be  more  advantageous  to 
our  own  interefts  than  thofe  very  condi- 
tions to  which  we  are  obliged  by  the  rules 
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of  religion  and  virtue. — And  in  this  does 
the  reafonablenefs  of  Chriftianity,  and 
the  beauty  and  wifdom  of  Providence, 
appear  mod  eminently  towards  mankind, 
in  governing  us  by  fuch  laws  as  do  mod 

apparently  tend  to  make  us  happy, • 

and  in  a  word,  in  making  that  (in  his 
mercy),  to  be  our  duty,  which  in  his 
wifdom  he  knows  to  be  our  intereft,— 
that  is  to  fay,  what  is  mofl  conducive  to 
the  eafe  and  comfort  of  our  mind, — the 
health  and  ftrength  of  our  body, — the  ho- 
nour and  profperity  of  our  flate  and  con* 
dirion, — the  friendmip  and  good-will  of 
our  fellow-creatures  ; — to  the  attainment 
of  all  which,  no  more  effectual  means 
can  poflibly  be  made  ufe  of,  than  that 
plain  direction, — to  lead  an  uncorrupted 
life,  and  to  do  the  thing  which  is  right, 
to  ufe  no  deceit  in  our  tongue,  nor  do 
evil  to  our  neighbour. 

For  the  better  imprinting  of  which 
truth  in  your  memories,  give  me  leave 
to  offer  a  few  things  to  your  confider- 
ation. 

The  firft  is, — that  juftice  and  honefty 
contribute  very  much  towards  all  the  fa- 
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culties  of  the  mind :  I  mean,  that  it  clears 
up  the  underftanding  from  that  mift, 
which  dark  and  crooked  defigns  are  apt 
to  raife  in  it, — and  that  it  keeps  up  a  re- 
gularity in  the  affections,  by  fuffering  no 
lufts  or  by-ends  to  diforder  them.— That 
it  likewife  preferves  the  mind  from  all 
damps  of  grief  and  melancholy,  which 
are  the  fure  confequences  of  unjuft  ac- 
tions ;  and  that  by  fuch  an  improvement 
of  the  faculties,  it  makes  a  man  fo  much 
the  abler  to  difcern,  and  fo  much  the 
more  cheerful,  active,  and  diligent  to 
mind  his  bufmefs. — Light  is  fown  for  the 
righteous,  fays  the  prophet,  and  gladnefs 
for  the  upright  in  heart. 

Secondly,  let  it  be  obferved, — that  in 
the  continuance  and  courfe  of  a -virtuous 
man's  affairs,  there  is  little  probability 
of  his  falling  into  confiderable  difappoint- 
ments  or  calamities ; — not  only  becaufe 
guarded  by  the  providence  of  GOD,  but 
that  honefty  is  in  its  own  nature  the  freefl 
from  danger. 

Firft,  becaufe  fuch  a  one  lays  no  pro- 
jects, which  it  is  the  interefl  of  another 
to  blaft,  and  therefore  needs  no  indirect 
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methods  or  deceitful  practices  to  fecure 
his  intereft  by  undermining  others. — The 
paths  of  virtue  are  plain  and  ftraight,  fo 
that  the  blind,  perfons  of  the  meaneft  ca- 
pacity, mall  not  err. — Dimonefty  requires 
{kill  to  conduct  it,  and  as  great  art  to 
conceal — what  'tis  every  one's  intereft  to 
deteft.  And  I  think  I  need  not  remind 
you  how  oft  it  happens  in  attempts  of 
this  kind — where  worldly  men,  in  hafte 
to  be  rich,  have  over-run  the  only  means 
to  it, — and  for  want  of  laying  their  con- 
trivances with  proper  cunning,  or  ma- 
naging them  with  proper  fecrecy  and  ad- 
vantage, have  loft  for  ever,  what  they 
might  have  certainly  fecured  by  honefty 
and  plain-dealing.  —  The  general  caufes 
of  the  difappointments  in  their  bufmefs, 
or  of  unhappinefs  in  their  lives,  lying  but 
too  manifeftly  in  their  own  diforderly  paf- 
fions,  which  by  attempting  to  carry  them 
a  fhorter  way  to  riches  and  honour,  dif- 
appoint  them  of  both  for  ever,  and  make 
plain  their  ruin  is  from  themfelves,  and 
that  they  eat  the  fruits  which  their  own 
hands  have  watered  and  ripened. 
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Confider,  in  the  third  place,  that  as 
the  religious  and  moral  man  (one  of 
which  he  cannot  be  without  the  other) 
not  only  takes  the  furefl  courfe  for  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  affairs,  but  is  difpofed  to  pro- 
cure a  help,  which  never  enters  into  the 
thoughts  of  a  wicked  one  j  for  being  con* 
fcious  of  upright  intentions,  he  can  look 
towards  heaven,  and  with  forrie  affurance 
recommend  his  affairs  to  GOD'S  bleffing 

and  direction  : whereas  the  fraudulent 

and  difhoneft  man  dares  not  call  for 
GOD'S  bleffing  upon  his  defigns, — or  if 
he  does,  he  knows  it  is  in  vain  to  expect 
it. — Now  a  man  who  believes  that  he  has 
GOD  on  his  fide,  acts  with  another  fort  of 
life  and  courage,  than  he  who  knows  he 
ftands  alone  j — like  Efau,  with  his  hand 
againft  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand 
againfl:  his. 

The  eyes  of  the  LORD  are  upon  the 
righteous,  and  his  ears  are  open  to  their 
cry,  but  the  face  of  the  LORD  is  againfl 
them  that  do  evil. 

Confider,  in  the  fourth  place,  that  in 
all  good  governments  who  underftand 
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their  own  intereft,  the  upright  and  honeft 
man  ftands  much  fairer  for  preferment, 
and  much  more  likely  to  be  employed  in 
all  things  when  fidelity  is  wanted : — for  all 
men,  however  the  cafe  ftands  with  them- 
felves,  they  love  at  leaft  to  find  honefty 
in  thofe  they  truft ;  nor  is  there  any 
ufage  we  more  hardly  digeft,  than  that  of 
being  outwitted  and  deceived. — This  is 
fo  true  an  obfervation,  that  the  greateft 
knaves  have  no  other  way  to  get  into 
bufmefs,  but  by  counterfeiting  honefty, 
and  pretending  to  be  what  they  are  not ; 
and  when  the  impofture  is  difcovered,  as 
it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  but  it  will,  I  have 
juft  faid,  what  muft  be  the  certain  con- 
fequence  : — for  when  fuch  a  one  falls,— 
he  has  none  to  help  him,  fo  he  feldom 
rifes  again. 

This  brings  us  to  a  fifth  particular,  in 
vindication  of  the  text, — That  a  virtu- 
ous man  has  this  ftrong  advantage  on  his 
fide  (the  reverfe  of  the  laft),  that  the 
more  and  the  longer  he  is  known,  fo 
much  the  better  he  is  loved,  fo  much  the 
more  trufted  ; — fo  that  his  reputation  and 
his  fortune  have  a  gradual  increafe  : — and 

VOL.  VII.  § 


258  SERMON     XXVIII. 

if    calamities    or    crofs   accidents   mould 
bear  him  down,— (as  no  one  (lands  out 

of  their   reach   in   this  world) if  he 

mould  fall,  who  would  not  pity  his  dif- 
trefs, — who  would  not  ftretch  forth  his 
hand  to  raife  him  from  the  ground  ! 
wherever  there  was  virtue,  he  might  ex- 
pect to  meet  a  friend  and  brother. — And 
this  is  not  merely  fpeculation  but  fact, 
confirmed  by  numberlefs  examples  in  life, 
of  men  falling  into  misfortunes,  whofe 
character  and  tried  probity  have  raifed 
them  helps,  and  bore  them  up,  when 
every  other  help  has  forfook  them. 

Laftly,  to  fum  up  the  account  of  the 
temporal  advantages  which  probity  has 
.on  its  fide, — let -us  not  forget  that  greateft 
of  all  happinefs,  which  the  text  refers  to 
— in  the  expreflion  of  all  its  paths  being 
peace,  peace  and  content  of  mind,  arifmg 
from  the  confcioufnefs  of  virtue,  which 
is  the  true  and  only  foundation  of  all 
earthly  fatisfaftion ;  and  where  that  is 
wanting,  whatever  other  enjoyments  you 
beftow  upon  a  wicked  man,  they  will  as 
loon  add  a  cubit  to  his  ftature  as  to  his 
happinefs. — In  the  mid  ft  of  the  higheft 
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entertainments, this,  like  the  hand- 
writing upon  the  wall,  will  be  enough  to 
fpoil  and  difrelifh  the  feaft; — but  much 
more  fo,  when  the  tumult  and  hurry  of 
delight  is  over, — when  all  is  flill  and 
filent,  when  the  finner  has  nothing  to  do 
but  attend  its  lames  and  remorfes ; — and 
this,  in  fpite  of  all  the  common  arts  of 
diverfion,  will  be  often  the  cafe  of  every 
wicked  man  ;— for  we  cannot  live  always 
upon  the  flretch  ; — our  faculties  will  not 
bear  conftant  pleafure  any  more  than  con- 
ftant  pain  j there  will  be  fome  vacan- 
cies} and  when  there  are,  they  will  be 
fure  to  be  filled  with  uncomfortable 
thoughts  and  black  reflections. — So  that, 
fetting  afide  the  great  after-reckoning,  the 
pleafures  of  the  wicked  are  overbought, 
even  in  this  world. — 

I  conclude  with  one  obfervation  upon 
the  whole  of  this  argument,  which  is 
this. • 

Notwithflanding  the  great  force  with 

which  it  has  .been  often  urged  by  good 

writers, — rthere  are  many  cafes  which  it 

may,  not    reach, — wherein  vicious  men 

s  2 
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may  feem  to  enjoy  their  portion  of  this 
life,  and  live  as  happy,  and  fall  into  as 
few  troubles  as  other  men; — and  there- 
fore it  is  prudent  not  to  lay  more  flrefs 
upon  this  argument  than  it  will  bear  :— 
but  always  remember  to  call  in  to  our  aid, 
that  great  and  more  unanfwerable  argu- 
ment, which  will  anfwer  the  mofl  doubt- 
ful cafes  which  can  be  ftated, — and  that 
is,  certainty  of  a  future  life,  which  Chrift- 
ianity  has  brought  to  light.  However 
men  may  differ  in  their  opinions  of  the 
ufefulnefs  of  virtue  for  our  prefent  pur- 
pofes,  no  one  was  ever  fo  abfurd,  as  to 
deny  it  ferved  our  beft  and  our  laft  ii> 
tereft, — when  the  little  interefls  of  this 
life  were  at  an  end : — upon  which  con- 
fideration  we  mould  always  lay  the  great 
\veight  which  it  is  fitted  to  bear,  as  the 
ftrongeft  appeal,  and  mofl  unchangeable 
motive  that  can  govern  our  adlions  at 
all  times. — However,  as  every  good  ar- 
gument on  the  -fide  of  religion  fhould 
in  proper  times  be  made  ufe  of, — it  is 
fit  fometimes  to  examine  this, — by  prov- 
ing virtue  is  not  even  deftitutc  of  a  pre- 
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fent  reward,— but  carries  in  her  hand  a 
fufficient  recompence  for  all  the  felf-de- 
nials  fhe  may  occafion : — fhe  is  pleafant 
in  the  way,  as  well  as  in  the  end  ; — her 
ways  being  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all 
her  paths  peace. — But  it  is  her  greateft 
and  moft  diftinguifhed  glory, — that  fhe 
befriends  us  hereafter,  and  brings  us 
peace  at  the  laft ;  and  this  is  a  portion 
me  can  never  be  difmherited  of, — which 
may  GOD  of  his  mercy  grant  us  all,  for 
the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift. 


S  E  R  M  O  N     XXIX. 
Our  Converfation  in  Heaven, 

PHILIP,  in.  20.   ift  Part. 

For  our  converfation  is  in  Heaven. 

rpHESE  words  are  the  conclufion  of  the 
•*•  account  which  St.  Paul  renders  of 
himfelf,  to  juftify  that  particular  part  of 
his  conduct  and  proceeding, — his  leaving 
fo  ftrangely,  and  deferting  his  Jewifh 
rites  and  ceremonies,  to  which  he  was 
known  to  have  been  formerly  fo  much  at- 
tached, and  in  defence  of  which  he  had  been 
fo  warmly  and  fo  remarkably  engaged. 
This,  as  it  had  been  matter  of  provo- 
cation againft  him  amongft  his  own  coun- 
trymen the  Jews,  fo  was  it  no  lefs  an  oc- 
cafion  of  furprife  to  the  Gentiles  ; — that 
a  perfon  of  his  great  character,  intereft, 
and  reputation, — one  who  was  defcended 
from  a  tribe  of  Ifrael,  deeply  fkilled  in 
the  profeffions,  and  zealous  in  the  ob~ 
s  4 
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fervances  of  the  Jiralteft  feel  of  that  religion  ; 
who  had  their  tenets  inftilled  into  him 
from  his  tender  years,  under  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  ableft  matters ;— a  Pharifee 
himfelf, — the  fon  of  a  Pharifee,  and 
brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,— one 
that  was  fo  deeply  interefted,  and  an  ac- 
ceffary  in  the  perfecution  of  another  re- 
ligion, juft  then  newly  come  up ; — a  re- 
ligion to  which  his  whole  feel,  as  well  as 
himfelf,  had  been  always  the  bittereft  and 
mod  inveterate  enemies,  and  were  con- 
ftantly  upbraided  as  fuch,  by  the  firft 
founder  of  it ; — that  a  perfon  fo  befet,  and 
hemm'd  in  with  interefts  and  prejudices  on 
all  fides,  mould  after  all  turn  profelyte  to 
the  very  religion  he  had  hated  j — a  re- 
ligion too,  under  the  moft  univerfal 
contempt  of  any  then  in  the  world, — the 
chiefs  and  leaders  of  it  men  of  the  loweft 
birth  and  education,  without  any  advan- 
tages of  parts  or  learning,  or  other  en- 
dowments to  recommend  them  : — that  he 
mould  quit  and  abandon  all  his  former 
privileges,  to  become  merely  a  fellow- 
labourer  with  thefe, — that  he  mould  give 
up  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  amongft 
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his  brethren  by  the  fludy  and  labours  of 

a  whole  life; that  he  fhould  give  up 

his    friends, — his    relations    and   family, 
from  whom   he  eflranged   and  banimed 

himfelf  for  life; this  was  an  event  fo 

very  extraordinary,  fo  odd  and  unac- 
countable,— that  it  might  well  confound 
the  minds  of  men  to  anfwer  for  it.' 
It  was  not  to  be  accounted  for  upon  the 
common  rules  and  meafures  of  proceed- 
ing in  human  life. 

The  apoftle,  therefore,  fince  no  one 
elfe  could  do  it  fo  well  for  him,  comes, 
in  this  chapter,  to  give  an  explanation 
why  he  had  thus  forfaken  fo  many  worldly 
advantages, — which  was  owing  to  a  greater 
and  more  unconquerable  affeftion  to  a 
better  and  more  valuable  intereft,  that  in 
the  poor  perfecuted  faith, — which  he  had 
once  reproached  and  deftroyed, — he  had 
now  found  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  divine  grace, 
fuch  unfathomable  depths  of  GOD'S 
infinite  mercy,  and  love  towards  man- 
kind, that  he  could  think  nothing  too 
much  to  part  with  in  order  to  his  em- 
bracing Chriflianity ; — nay,  he  accounted 
all  things  but  lofs, — that  is,  lefs  than 
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nothing,  for  the  excellency  of  the  know- 
ledge  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  Apoftle,  after  this  apology  for  him- 
felf,  proceeds,  in  the  fecond  verfe  before 
the  text,  to  give  a  very  different  repre- 
fentation  of  the  worldly  views  and  fenfual 
principles  of  other  pretending  teachers, 
who  had  fet  themfelves  up  as  an  ex- 
ample for  men  to  walk  by,  againft  whom 

he    renews   this   caution: For  many 

walk,  of  whom  I  have  told  you  often, 
and  now  tell  you  even  weeping,  that  they 
are  the  enemies  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift,—- 
whofe  end  is  deftruclion,  whofe  God  is  their 
belly,  and  whofe  glory  is  in  their  fhame, 
who  mind  earthly  things, — *f«vw»7ff, — re* 
lifh  them,  making  them  the  only  object 
of  their  wifhes,  taking  aim  at  nothing 

better,  and  nothing  higher, but   our 

converfation,  fays  he  in  the  text,  is  in  hea- 
ven. We  Chriflians,  who  have  embraced 
a  perfecuted  faith,  are  governed  by  other 
confiderations, have  greater  and  no- 
bler views ;  here  we  confider  ourfelves 
only  as  pilgrims  and  Grangers.— -Our 
home  is  in  another  country,  where  we  are 
continually  tending  j  there  our  hearts  and 
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affections  are  placed ;  and  when  the  few 
<days  of  our  pilgrimage  fliall  be  ove^ 
there  fhall  we  return,  where  a  quiet  ha- 
bitation and  a  perpetual  reft  is  defigned 
and  prepared  for  us  for  ever.  —  Our  con- 
verfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence,  fays 
he,  we  alfo  look  for  the  Saviour,  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  fhall  change  our 
vile  body,  that  it  may  be  famioned  like 
unto  his  glorious  body,  according  to  the 
working  whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdue  all 
things  unto  him. — It  is  obfervable,  that 
St.  Peter  reprefents  the  ftate  of  Chriflians 
under  the  fame  image,  of  ftrangers  on 
earth,  whofe  city  and  proper  home  is  hea- 
ven:— he  makes  ufe  of 'that  relation  of 
citizens  of  heaven,  as  a  ftrong  argument 
for  a  pure  and  holy  life, — befeeching  them 
as  pilgrims  and  ftrangers  here,  as  men 
whofe  interefts  and  connexions  are  of  fo 
fhort  a  date,  and  fo  trifling  a  nature, 

to  abftain  from  flelhly  lufts,  which 

war  againft  the  foul,  that  is,  unfit  it  for 
-its  heavenly  country,  and  give  it  a  dif- 
relifli  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  pure  and 
fpiritualized  happinefs,  of  which  that  reli- 
gion muft  confift,  wherein  there  fliall  in 
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no  wife  enter  any  thing  that  defileth,  nei- 
ther whatfoever  worketh  abomination. 
—The  Apoftle  tells  us,  that  without  ho. 
Jinefs  no  man  mall  fee  God ; — by  which 
no  doubt  he  means,  that  a  virtuous  life  is 
the  only  medium  of  happinefs  and  terms 
of  falvation,  which  can  only  give  us  ad- 

million  into  heaven. But  fome  of  our 

divines  carry  the  aflertion  further,  that 
without  holinefs, — without  fome  previous 
fimilitude  wrought  in  the  faculties  of  the 
mind,  correfponding  with  the  nature  of 
the  pureft  of  beings,  who  is  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  our  fruition  hereafter; that  it 

is  not   morally  only,  but  phyfically  im- 

pofTible  for  it  to  be  happy, and  that 

an  impure  and  polluted  foul  is  not  only 
unworthy  of  fo  pure  a  prefence  as  the 
fpirit  of  GOD,  but  even  incapable  of  en- 
joying it,  could  it  be  admitted. 

And  here,  not  to  feign  a  long  hypo- 
thefis,  as  fome  have  done,  of  a  iinner's 
being  admitted  into  heaven,  with  a  par- 
ticular defcription  of  his  condition  and 
behaviour  there, — we  need  only  confider, 
that  the  fupreme  good,  like  any  other 
good,  is  of  a  relative  nature,  and  confe- 
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quently  the  enjoyment  of  it  muft  require 
fome  qualification  in  the  faculty,  as  well 
as  the  enjoyment  of  any  other  good  does  ; 
—there  muft  be  fomething  antecedent  in 
the  difpofition  and  temper,  which  will 
render  that  good  a  good  to  that  indivi- 
dual,  othervvife  though  (it  is  true)  it 

may  be  pofiefled, — yet  it  never  can  be 
enjoyed. — 

Preach  to  a  voluptuous  epicure,  who 
knows  of  no  other  happinefs  in  this  world 
but  what  arifes  from  good  eating  and 
drinking ; — fuch  a  one,  in  the  Apoftle's 
language,  whofe  God  was  his  belly; — 
preach  to  him  of  the  abftractions  of  the 
foul,  tell  of  its  flights,  and  brilker  mo- 
tion in  the  pure  regions  of  immenfity ; — 
reprefent  to  him  that  faints  and  angels  eat 
not, — but  that  the  fpirit  of  a  man  lives 
for  ever  upon  wifdom  and  holinefs,  and 
heavenly  contemplations : — why,  the  only 
effect  would  be,  that  the  fat  glutton  would 
flare  awhile  upon  the  preacher,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  fall  faft  afleep. — No  j  if  you 
would  catch  his  attention,  and  make  him 
take  in  your  difcourfe  greedily, — you  muft 
preach  to  him  out  of  the  Alcoran, — talk 
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of  the  raptures  of  fenfual  enjoyment?, 
and  of  the  pleafures  of  the  perpetual  feaft- 
ing,  which  Mahomet  has  defcribed;— 
there  you  touch  upon  a  note  which  awakens 
and  finks  into  the  inmofl  recefles  of  his 
foul ; — without  which,  difcourfe  as  wifely 
and  abftra&edfy  as  you  will  of  heaven, 
your  reprefentations  of  it,  however  glo- 
rious and  exalted,  will  pafs  like  the  fongs 
of  melody  over  an  ear  incapable  of  dif- 
eerning  the  diftinclion  of  founds. 

We  fee,  even  in  the  common  inter- 
courfes  of  fociety, — how  tedious  it  is  to 
be  in  the  company  of  a  perfon  whofe  hu-* 
mour  is  difagreeable  to  our  own,  though 
perhaps  in  all  other  refpecls  of  the  greateft 
worth  and  excellency. — How  then  can 
we  imagine  that  an  ill-difpofed  foul, 
whofe  converfation  never  reached  to  hea- 
ven, but  whofe  appetites  and  defires,  to  the 
laft  hour,  have  gro  veil' d  upon  this  unclean 

fpot  of  earth ; how  can  we  imagine  it 

fhould  hereafter  take  pleafure  in  GOD,  or 
be  able  to  tafte  joy  or  fatisfa&ion  from  his 
prefence,  who  is  fo  infinitely  pure  that 

he  even  putteth  no  trufl  in  his  faints, 

nor  are  the  heavens  themfelves  (as  Job 
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fays)  clean  in  his  fight? — The  confider- 
ation  of  this  has  led  fome  writers  fo  far,  as 
to  fay,  with  fome  degree  of  irreverence 

in  the  expreffion, that  it  was  not  in 

the  power  of  GOD  to  make  a  wicked  man 
happy,  if  the  foul  was  feparated  from  the 
body,  with  all  its  vicious  habits  and  in- 
clinations unreformed; — which  thought 
a  very  able  divine  in  our  church  has  pur- 

fued  fo  far,  as  to  declare  his  belief, • 

that  could  the  happieft  manfion  in  heaven 
be  fuppofed  to  be  allotted  to  a  grofs  and 
polluted  fpirit,  it  would  be  fo  far  from 
being  happy  in  it,  that  it  would  do  pe- 
nance there  to  all  eternity: by  which 

he  meant,  it  would  carry  fuch  appetites 
along  with  it,  for  which  there  could  be 
found  no  fuitable  objecls. — A  fufficient 
caufe  for  conftant  torment; — for  thofe 
that  it  found  there,  would  be  fo  difpro- 
portioned,  that  they  would  rather  vex  and 
upbraid  it,  than  fatisfy  its  wants. — This, 
it  is  true,  is  mere  fpeculation, — and  what 
concerns  us  not  to  know; — it  being  enough 
for  our  purpofe,  that  fuch  an  experiment 
is  never  likely  to  be  tried, — that  we  (land 
upon  different  terms  with  GOD, that 
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a  virtuous  life  is  the  foundation  of  all  our 
happinefs, — that  as  GOD  has  no  pleafure 
in  wickednefs,  neither  lhall  any  evil  dwell 
with  him; — and  that,  if  we  expect  our 
happinefs  to  be  in  heaven,  we  muft  have 
our  converfation  in  heaven,  whilft  upon 
earth,  make  it  the  frequent  fubject  of  our 
thoughts  and  meditations,  let  every  ftep 
we  take  tend  that  way, — every  action  of 
our  lives  be  conduced  by  that  great  mark 
of  the  prize  of  our  high  calling,  forget- 
ting thofe  things  which  are  behind  ; 

forgetting  this  world, — difengaging  our 
thoughts  and  affections  from  it,  and  there- 
by transforming  them  to  the  likenefs  of 
what  we  hope  to  be  hereafter. — How  can 
we  expect  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  of 
light,  upon  other  terms  than  what  they 

themfelves  obtained  it? 

Can  that  body  expect  to  rife  and  mine 
in  glory,  that  is  a  (lave  to  luft,  or  dies  in 
the  fiery  purfuit  of  an  impure  defire? 
Can  that  heart  ever  become  the  lightfome 
feat  of  peace  and  joy,  that  burns  hot  as 
an  oven  with  anger,  rage,  envy,  luft,  and 
ftrife?  full  of  wicked  imaginations,  fet 
only  to  devife  and  entertain  evil  ? 
9 
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Can  that  flefh  appear  in  the  laft  day 
and  inherit  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  in 
the  glorified  flrength  of  perpetual  youth, 
that  is  now  clearly  confumed  in  intem- 
perance, finks  in  the  furfeit  of  continual 
drunkennefs  and  gluttony,  and  then  tum- 
bles into  the  grave,  and  almoft  pollutes 
the  ground  that  is  under  it? — Can  we 
reafonably  fuppofe  that  head  mail  ever 
wear  or  become  the  crown  of  righteouf- 
nefs  and  peace,  in  which  dwells  nothing 
but  craft  and  avarice,  deceit  and  fraud 
and  treachery, which  is  always  plod- 
ding upon  worldly  defigns,  racked  with 
ambition, — rent  afunder  with  difcord, — 
ever  delighting  in  mifchief  to  others,  and 
unjuft  advantages  to  itfelf? — Shall  that 
tongue,  which  is  the  glory  of  a  man 
when  rightly  directed, — be  ever  fee  to 
GOD'S  heavenly  praifes,  and  warble  forth 
the  harmonies  of  the  blefled,  that  is  now 
full  of  curfing  and  bitternefs,  back-biting 
and  flander,  under  which  is  ungodlinefs 
and  vanity  and  the  poifon  of  afps  ? 

Can  it  enter  into  our  hearts  even  to 
hope,  that  thofe  hands  can  ever  receive 

VOL.  VII.  T 


274  SERMON     XXIX. 

the  reward  of  righteoufnefs,  that  are  full 
of  blood,  laden  with  the  wages  of  ini- 
quity, of  theft,  rapine,  violence,  extor- 
tion, or  other  unlawful  gain?  or  that 
thofe  feet  mall  ever  be  beautiful  upon 
the  mountains  of  light  and  joy,  that 
were  never  fhod  for  the  preparation  of 
the  gofpel, — that  have  run  quite  out  of 

the  way   of  GOD'S  word, and  made 

hafle  only  to  do  evil  ? — No  furely. — In 
this  fenfe, — he  that  is  unjuft,  let  him  be 
unjuft  flill,  and  he  which  is  filthy,  let 
him  be  filthy  ftill. 

How  inconfiftent  the  whole  body  of 
fin  is,  with  the  glories  of  the  celeflial 
body  that  fhall  be  revealed  hereafter, 
and  that  in  proportion  as  we  fix  the  re- 
prefentation  of  thefe  glories  upon  our 
minds,  and  in  the  more  numerous  parti- 
culars we  do  it, — the  ftronger  the  necef- 
fity  as  well  as  perfuafion  to  deny  our- 
felves  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts, 
to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in 
this  prefent  world,  as  the  only  way  to 
entitle  us  to  that  bleflednefs  fpoken  of  in 
the  Revelations — of  thofe  who  do  his 
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commandments,  and  have  a  right  to  the 
tree  of  life,  and  fhall  enter  into  the  gates 
of  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  hea- 
venly Jerufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable 

company   of    angels to    the    general 

afiembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born, 
that  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  GOD 
the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfect, — who  have  warned 
their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb. 

May  GOD  give  us  grace  to  live  under 
the  perpetual  influence  of  this  expecta- 
tion,  that  by  the  habitual  impreffion 

of  thefe  glories  upon  our  imaginations, 
and  the  frequent  fending  forth  our 
thoughts  and  employing  them  on  the 

other     world we     may     difentangle 

them    from    this, and  by  fo   having 

our  converfation  in  heaven  whilft  we  are 
here,  we  may  be  thought  fit  inhabitants 
for  it  hereafter — that  when  GOD  at  the 
lad  day  fhall  come  with  thoufands  and 
ten  thoufands  of  his  faints  to  judge  the 
world,  we  may  enter  with  them  intg 
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happinefs,  and  with  angels  and  arch- 
angels, and  all  the  company  of  hea- 
ven, we  may  praife  and  magnify  his 
glorious  name,  and  enjoy  his  prefence 
for  ever. 


END  OF  THE  SEVENTH  VOLUME. 
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